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CONFERENCE REPORT: EDUCATIONAL ROLE OF THE ARMED PORCES 
Introductory Announcement 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 14, Jul 80 signed to 
presse 2 Jul 680 page 11 


[Unattributed introduction: "Conference of Top-Echelon Army and Navy Com- 
mand=Political Personnel") 


[Text] Soviet military personnel, as our entire people, responded en- 
thusiastically to the news announcing convening of the 26th CPSU Congress, 
which will determine the strategy and tactice of the struggle during the 
forthcoming stage of building communism. Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev's report 
presented at the June CPSU Central Committee Plenum and the decisions 
adopted at the Plenum evoked profound satisfaction. 


Preparations for the forthcoming congress will constitute a powerful in- 
strument for boosting the political activeness of Soviet military per- 
sonnel and achievement of new successes in military labor. This is an im- 
portant stage in the activity of commanders, political agencies and Armed 
Forces party organizations. They are called upon thoroughly and com- 
prehensively to analyze efforts aimed at carrying out the resolutions of 
the 25th CPSU Congress and the decisions of subsequent CPSU Central Com 
mittee plenums, to have a solicitous attitude toward accumulated ex- 
perience, and to examine errors of omission in a critical manner, in order 
even more effectively to perform the responsible tasks assigned to the 
Soviet Army and Navy. 


A conference of top-echelon army and navy command-political personnel was 
held in Moscow on 3 June as part of preparations for the forthcoming 
Leninist party congress. The topic of discussion at the conference was 
further strengthening of the educational and indoctrinational role of the 
Soviet Armed Forces. The following participated in the conference proceed- 
ings: Mar SU N. V. Ogarkov, Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces 
and USSR First Deputy Minister of Defense; Mar SU V. G. Kulikov, USSR First 











Deputy Minister of Defense and Commander in Chief of Warsaw Pact Joint 
Armed Forces; Army Gen A. A. Yepishev, Chief of the Main Political 
Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy; N. 1. Savinkin, Ye. M, 
Tyashel'nikov, and V. F. Shauro, CPSU Central Committee department chiefs; 
Bh. N. Pastukhov, Firet Secretary of the Komeomol Central Committee; D. A. 
Okhromiy, Komeomol Central Committee secretary; Army Gen V. F. Tolubko, 
USSR Deputy Minister of Defense; Army Gen I. G. Pavlovakiy; Mar Avn A. 1. 
Koldunov; Chief Mar Avn P. S. Kutakhov; Adm Fit SU S. G. Gorshkov; Mar SU 
Kk. S. Moskalenko; Army Gen 8S. K. Kurkotkin; Army Gen A. T. Altunin; Engr- 
Col Gen V. M. Shabanov; Engr-Col Gen N. F. Shestopalov; Army Gen |. N. 
Shkadov, Chief of the USSR Ministry of Defense Main Personnel Directorate; 
Col Gen G. V. Sredin, First Deputy Chief of the Main Political Directorate 
of the Soviet Army and Navy; Col Gen M. G. Sobolev and Col Gen A. D. 
Lizichev, deputy chiefs of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet 
Army and Navy; members of military councils, chiefs of political direc- 
torates of the Armed Forces branches, officials of main and central direc- 
torates of the USSR Ministry of Defense, and representatives of army and 
navy command and political personnel. 


A report entitled "On Progress in Implementing the Demands of the CPSU 
Central Committee Pertaining to Further Strengthening the Indoctrinational 
Role of the Soviet Armed Forces" was presented by Army Gen A. A. Yepishev, 
Chief of the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy. 


Mar SU N. V. Ogarkov, Chief of the Armed Forces General Staff and USSR 
First Deputy Minister of Defense, spoke at the conference. 


The conferees voted enthusiastic approval of a letter to the CPSU Central 
Committee and CPSU Central Committee General Secretary Mar SU L. lL. 
Brezhnev, Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet and Chairman 
of the USSR Defense Council. 


The proceedings of the conference are published below. 
COPYRIGHT: “Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
Greetings Statement 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 14, Jul 80 signed to press 
2 Jul 80 page 12 


[Greetings to the CPSU Central Committee and CPSU Central Committee General 
Secretary Mar SU Comrade Leonid Il‘ich Brezhnev, chairman of the Presidium 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet and chairman of the USSR Defense Council"] 


[Text] We, participants at the conference of top-echelon command and 
political personnel of the Soviet Army and Navy, having convened to discuss 
the tasks of further strengthening of the educational and indoctrinational 
role of the Armed Forces, send warm, militant greetings to the CPSU Central 
Committee, Central Committee Politburo, and to you, dear Leonid LL'ich, 








staunch continuer of the great Leninist cause and eminent political, 
government and military leader. 


Just ae the entire Soviet people, Armed Forces personnel fully approve of 
and enthusiastically support the Leninist policy of the Communiat Party, 
live and labor under the inspirational influence of the ideas, resolutions 
and decisions of the 25th CPSU Congress and the November (1979) Central Com- 
mittee Plenum, which specified a program of our country's further economic 
and sociopolitical development and strengthening of its defense might. 


Soviet military personnel celebrated in an atmosphere of great political 
and labor enthusiasm the 110th anniversary of V. 1. Lenin's birth and the 
35th anniversary of victory over Hitler's Germany. True to Lenin's behests 
on defense of the socialist homeland and solidly united behind their Com- 
munist Party, they are working persistently to improve combat and political 
training and are standing vigilant guard over the achievements of social- 
ism. 


The tested and proven CPSU leadership of the Armed Forces has always been 
and remains the fundamental basis of military organizational development, 
the main and decisive source of their combat power. Thanks to tireless 
concern on the part of the CPSU Central Committee, your constant attention, 
dear Leonid Ll'ich, and the heroic labor or our people, the Soviet Army and 
Navy today possess the most modern weapons and, totally dedicated to our 
homeland and the cause of the Communist Party, are prepared to rebuff any 
aggressor who attempts to disrupt the peaceful, productive labor of the 
Soviet people, who are building communism. 


We are very grateful to you, dear Leonid Il'ich, for the outstanding con- 
tribution you are continuously making to the cause of Communist indoctrina- 
tion of Soviet citizens, army and navy personnel. Your entire life and 
tireless activities constitute an example of selfless service to the Com- 
munist Party and the socialist homeland. The conclusions, syntheses and 
recommendations contained in your writings and speeches constitute a 
methodological foundation for the education and indoctrination of ideologi- 
cally convinced, staunch and courageous fighting men, genuine patriots 

and internationalists, and promote forming in them of the willingness, 
volition and ability actively to build and defend communism. Army and navy 
personnel greeted with profound satisfaction award of the Lenin Prize to 
you for your outstanding, moving books "Malaya Zemlya," "Vozrozhdeniye" 
[Rebirth] and "Tselina" [Virgin Soil], and for your tireless peace cam- 
paign. 


Guided by the resolutions of the 25th CPSU Congress, by the CPSU Central 
Committee decree entitled "On Further Improvement of Ideological and 
Political Indoctrination Work," and by your instructions, Leonid I1l'ich, 
utilizing and consolidating amassed positive experience and know-how, we 
shall continue working persistently to boost the effectiveness of ideologi- 
cal work and to strengthen its link with life, with the practical business 














of building communiem, and with the taske of improving army and navy com- 
bat readiness, 


We view the CPSU Central Committee demand calling for further at rengchening 
of the educational and indoctrinational role of the Armed Forces to be a 
fighting program of practical action. We give our aseurance that we shall 
do everything possible to increase the significance of military service as 
a school of ideological conditioning, labor and military training, dis- 

 . and organization, moral purity and courage, patriotiem and comrade- 
ship. 


Hail the great Soviet people and its valiant Armed Forces! 


Glory to the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and its fighting head- 
quarters — the Leninist Central Committee! 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kommunist Vooruzhennykh Sil," 1980 
Yepishev Report 
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2 Jul 80 pp 13-23 


[Abridged version of report by Army Gen A.A. Yepichev, chief of the Main 
Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy : "On Progress in Imple- 
menting the Demands of the CPSU Central Committee Pertaining to Further 
Strengthening the Indoctrinational Role of the Soviet Armed Forces"] 


[Text] Comrades! More than a year has passed since the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee issued the decree entitled "On Further Improvement of Ideological 

and Political Indoctrination Work," which specified the tasks of party com- 
mittees, Soviet, trade union and Komsomol agencies, ministries and govern- 
ment agencies, and instructed the USSR Ministry of Defense and Main 
Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy to draw up and execute 
measures to achieve further strengthening of the educational and indoctrina- 
tional role of the Soviet Armed Forces. This decree became a fighting 
program for building up the spiritual potential of our nation. 


The great importance of the labor already invested in implementation of the 
CPSU Central Committee decree was revealed at the All-Union Conference of 
Ideological Workers held in the latter half of last year, and future tasks 
pertaining to its comprehensive implementation were specified. In Light of 
this conference the concerns and specific features of political education 
and indoctrination activities in each and every component of the mechanism 
of state, and in particular in the Armed Forces, were clearly shown to be 
common to all detachments of the ideological front. The essence of the 
party Central Committee's position in regard to education and indoctrination 
in the army and navy is that the powerful forming and shaping factors at the 














disposal of the Armed Forces should be optimally utilized to achieve full- 
value ideological, moral and physical conditioning of the builders of com- 
muniam and for inatilling in young people a feeling of strong responsibili- 
ty for the historical fate of socialiem, and for the security of our home- 
land, 


The Armed Forces, as a military organization of the new, socialist type, 
have always occupied a prominent place in the life of Soviet citizens and 
their Communist indoctrination, "The Red Army prepares not only fighting 
men; the Red Army is a school of socialism for millions of peasants and 
workers" == this was the party's appraisal of the educational and indoctrina- 
tional role of our army 10 years after its establishment. And 

toward the end of the sixth decade of existence of the Soviet Armed Forces, 
Comrade L. I, Brezhnev stated in the Central Committee report to the 25th 
CPSU Congress: "Young lads join the military family without yet having ex- 
perienced the school of life, But they return from the military as men 
who have gone through a school of tenacity and discipline, who have 
received technical, occupational knowledge and political training." 


The role of our Armed Forces as a school of indoctrination of warrior- 
patriots and internationalists is dictated by their sociopolitical nature, 
by their high degree of social significance and technical equipment, by the 
highly-skilled nature of milicary labor, and by the comprehensive 

character of party political work, which is aimed at forming in military 
personnel a scientific, Marxist-Leninist world view and a vigorous life out- 
look. The influence of these factors on young people, who are at times in- 
experienced in politics and who do not possess adequate labor skills, 
transforms them into politically and morally mature defenders of the home- 
land and active members of the developed socialist society. 


The increasing scope of the building of communism, the qualitative changes 
which are taking place in army and navy personnel, the complexity and con- 
flictive nature of the international situation, the special importance of 
maintaining constant combat readiness, and aggravation of the ideological 
struggle in the world arena are constantly increasing demands on indoctrina- 
tional work in the Armed Forces. These demands were also reflected by the 
CPSU Central Committee decree, which pointed to the necessity of specifying 
and executing additional methods to achieve further improvement in the in- 
doctrination of the Soviet fighting man, defender of the homeland, genuine 
Citizen, Patriot, and Internationalist. 


What has been accomplished in this past year to enhance the indoctrina- 
tional role of the Armed Forces, what changes have taken place, and what 
deficiencies continued to occur, impeding our forward movement? 


The heart and core of indoctrination of military personnel is their ideologi- 
cal conditioning, forming in them a scientific world view, total dedication 
to Communist ideals, and constant preparedness selflessly to defend the 
socialist homeland. The Main Political Directorate has time and again 
analyzed resolution of these matters in a number of districts, groups of 











forces, and fleets. A number of conclusions can be drawn on the basis of 
this analysis, 


Firet of all, there has occurred an increase in interest on the part of all 
categories of military personnel toward Marxist-Leninist theory and study of 
party decisions, the works, writings and speeches of Comrade L, I. Brezhnev 
and other party and government leaders, as well as important problems of 
building communism. Measures organized to assist political education have 
aseumed a more well-conceived character, and monitoring and verification of 
the organization and content of instruction classes and military personnel 
self-education have improved, It is important to hold won ground and to 
continue advancing along the road of raising the scientific and organizational 
level of Marxist-Leninist officer training, political education of warrant 
officers, political instruction classes for enlisted personnel and noncom- 
missioned officers, and improvement in the work performance of the party 
education network, 


Secondly, political training of military cadres and conscript-service per- 
sonnel is proceeding in the direction of strengthening its link with the 
tasks assigned by the party to the Armed Forces and the demands of the 
USSR Minister of Defense in the area of maintaining a high level of combat 
readiness and military discipline, and strengthening of the influence of 
ideological indoctrination work on personnel taking into account the con- 
crete conditions and missions performed by the districts, groups of forces, 
and fleets, The CPSU Central Committee decree obliges us to continue firmly 
pursuing the goal of increasing the efficiency of propaganda and agitation, 
of finding and focusing continuing attention on everything which gives 
ideological work a practical thrust. 


Thirdly, the problem of ensuring and further developing the aggressive 
character of propaganda and agitation advanced by the party Central Com 
mittee is resolved in concrete measures adopted by military councils, com- 
manders, political agencies and party organizations. In particular, new, 
efficient and flexible information-propagandist work methods are being 
assimilated, methods which take into account the fact that a timely, concise 
and clear commentary has a much stronger effect on the consciousness of 
military personnel than an extensive but belated explanation, Efficiency 

is an indispansable weapon in the struggle against the ideological adversary, 
and we must sharpen this weapon to a fine point, 


Fourthly, in the campaign to improve the quality and effectiveness of 
ideological and political indoctrination work we are presently relying on 
improvement in the ideological-theoretical and methodological training of 
all categories of educators and indoctrinators, professional and wlunteer 
propagandists, and on unprecedently broad participation of leader 

army and navy personnel in propaganda and agitation, which is fostered by 
the practice of the unified political day. We believe with justification 
that in our efforts to strengthen the educational and indoctrinational role 
of the Armed Forces, much depends on further efforts at training and 
broadening the pool of active propagandists. 














Fifth, in organization and conduct of political education and indoctrination 
work we are receiving more and more practical results from skilled employ- 
ment of the systems approach to intellectual and spiritual conditioning of 
military personnel, utilization for these purposes of an extensive aggregate 
of forme and methods of influencing military personnel and the extremely 
rich material foundation of ideological work. We must adopt in as deeply 

a practical manner as possible an approach to education and indoctrination 
as a unified, integral process. 


As regards facilities for ideological indoctrination work, there are 
thousands of officers’ clubs, enlisted men's clubs, motion-picture projec- 
tion units, and radio broadcast facilities operating in the Armed Forces. 
Military libraries possess a total of 120 million volumes. Every day army 
and navy units receive millions of copies of central, district, and local 
newspapers. Our Military Publishing House publishes more than 2,500 dif- 
ferent literature titles, printing a total of 70 million copies. Each year 
more than 100 new feature films and up to 250 documentaries and popular- 
science films are sent to military units for exhibition. In recent years 
military unite have tripled the total number of television sets, while in- 
creasing the number of broadcast radio receivers 10-fold. Fullest utiliza- 
tion of all these devices is becoming a powerful tool for increasing the 
effectiveness of political education of personnel, agitation-propagandist 
and cultural-educational measures, and a most important component of daily 
practical indoctrination activities. 


Positive changes in political indoctrination work are obvious. But it is 
also obvious that everything accomplished up to the present time comprises 
only the initial phase of solving a problem of enormous political importance, 
further improvement in the quality and effectiveness of ideological activity. 
Work is presently being completed in the Main Political Directorate on sub- 
ject curricula and schedules for all political training units for the 1981 
training year, and work is in progress on long-term planning for 1982-1985. 
Plans specify optimal utilization of the arsenal of Marxist-Leninist theory, 
resolutions and proceedings of the 23d and succeeding CPSU congresses. In 
the new study plans there will be fuller treatment of questions pertaining 

to further strengthening of the indoctrinational role of the Armed Forces 

and a greater number of instruction hours on problems of military, moral and 
legal education, as well as on antiimperialist subject matter. 


We should like to obtain the greatest possible results from the campaign for 
quality and effectiveness of political education. Its content and thrust 
are definitely of determining significance here. 


Direct efforts to acquaint army and navy Communists, military cadres and 
increasingly broad groups of military personnel with the writings of 

Marx, Engels, and Lenin, which contain the foundations of our revolutionary 
science, are more important today than ever before. It is essential 
thoughtfully to study CPSU theory and policy, the proceedings of party con- 
gresses, the writings and speeches of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, and his 
personal contribution toward scientific elaboration of problems of a 
developed socialist society and securement of its reliable defense. 




















An essential condition for further improving all ideological work is 
thorough knowledge and an innovative application of theory and 
methodology of Marxism-Leninism by ideological cadres. 


Our efforts should be concentrated on ensuring that army and navy personnel 
obtain a clear concept of the growing social role of the Armed Forces, 
firmly assimilate party conclusions pertaining to the present disposition of 
political and military forces in the world, and elaborate on this founda- 
tion an attitude toward military ¢anger as a harsh reality of our time, 

One should demonstrate the full meseure of the danger contained in the ag- 
gressiveness of the present policy course being pursued by certain U.S. 
circles, as well as contained in the hegemonistic policy of the rulers in 
Peking. It is essential to seek to achieve with an entire complex of in- 
doctrinational measures strong moral-political and psychological firmness 
and resolve by personnel to stand up under the severest test if the situa- 
tion demands it, 


We consider strengthening of patriotic and internationalist indoctrination 
to be an important area for increasing effectiveness of ideological work. 
This is a vigorous demand of the time, a key to performance of any and all 
tasks whenever our Armed Forces are called upon to perform them. Instill- 
ment of patriotism and internationalism can be considered effective if as a 
result each and every serviceman perceives that his life is a part of the 
present and future of the homeland and perceives our assistance to other 
peoples in their struggle for freedom and independence as the natural duty 
of the Soviet nation. Unity of patriotic and internationalist tasks and 
consistency of the Marxist-Leninist, internationalist line of the Soviet 
Union and the other members of the socialist community in their foreign 
policy are persuasively demonstrated by the Declaration of the recent 
jubilee meeting of the Political Consultative Committee and other documents 
of top-level Warsaw Pact agencies. 


Questions pertaining to indoctrinating military personnel in a spirit of 
love of the homeland, friendship among the peoples of the USSR, pride in 
belonging to the Soviet Armed Forces, and preparedness to carry cut one's 
internationalist duty should always be borne in mind by military councils, 
political agencies, party and Komsomol organizations. It is essential more 
fully to utilize the experience of a number of districts, where preparation 
and implementation of long-range patriotic and internationalist indoctrina- 
tion plans are performed jointly with the central committees of the Com- 
munist parties of the union republics and CPSU oblast committees. 


All our districts and fleets, many combined units, units and warships also 
possess a great wealth of opportunities for improving indoctrination of 
military personnel in revolutionary, fighting and labor traditions. This 
was shown by preparations for celebration of the 35th anniversary of the 
defeat of fascism. Of course it is necessary to publicize traditions not 
only at the threshold of important dates but on a continuous, differentiated 
basis, taking into account the categories of military personnel, without 
duplicating the same measures in the division, regiment, battalion, and 














company. Indoctrination in the traditions of the party, army, and Soviet 
people ia a very important activity. It enables young military personnel to 
draw closer to the courage, valor, and heroism of the older generations, 


One effective measure to improve the ideological conditioning of military 
personnel is intensification of the campaign against hostile ideology and 
thwarting of ideological sabotage by the enemies of socialism, In connec- 
tion with the increasing scale and sophistication of anti-Soviet propaganda, 
it is important to impart even more militance and aggressiveness to 
propaganda of the Soviet way of life, the achievements and advantages of 
the soctalist system, and to expose in a well-argumented manner bourgeois 
and revisionist ideology, Maoism and Zionism, We must seek to ensure that 
every propaganda measure, regardless of the item to which it is devoted, 
social or scientific-technical, carries a charge of party-mindedness and 
Communist ideological content. 


Our military press possesses great capabilities in the area of polit al, 
military, moral indoctrination and cultural development of military , - 
sonnel, Carrying out the demands of the CPSU Central Committee decree of 
26 April 1979, it has begun taking better account of the missions being 
performed at the contemporary stage by the Armed Forces, qualitative changes 
in the general educational and cultural level of military personnel, which 
naturally helps more vigorously influence people's minds and hearts. The 
scientific level and efficiency of materials and the density of their in- 
formation conten. have improved. Publications are more precisely tailored 
to the recipient and take better account of their readership. Articles 

and other materiais which properly raise major, vital questions of military 
organizational development, socialist competition and combat training, and 
which reveal the sociohistorical significance of the military labor of our 
servicemen are appearing with increasing frequency in the district, group 
and fleet press. 





It is important that political agencies more purposefully guide the ac- 
tivities of the staffs of newspapers and magazines, delve more deeply into 
their productive activities, inform journalists in a timely manner on major 
party and government decisions, assign them concrete tasks, and help them im- 
prove not only the content but also the appearance of publications. One 
should always bear in mind that effectiveness of materials appearing in the 
press is ensured by truthfilness, well-supported arguments, and topicality 

of published materials, and by the ability to direct aimed fire at errors 

of omission and shortcomings, and to concentrate efforts on affirmation of 
the new and progressive. 


To strengthen the indoctrinational role of the Armed Forces means to mobilize 
and actively utilize, in the interests of improving ideological work in the 
army and navy, all means of purposeful influence on the consciousness and 
feelings of military personnel, 














The CPSU Central Committee decree entitled "On Further lmprovement of 
Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work" demande that service in the 
Armed Forces constitute an effective achool of labor and military training. 
This is particularly important if one considera the fact (at at the present 
time the majority of conscripts are quite young individuais, many of whom 
never worked prior to induction or who possess very Little work experience. 
And a correct job is being done wherever every effort is being made to im 
prove all types of military activity and to improve the conditions of ser- 
vice, daily routine, rest and recreation of military personnel, 


The presently-existing system, forms and methods of organization of military 
labor are basically in conformity with the present stage of development of 
military affaire, party demands pertaining to enhancing the indoctrinational 
role of military service, the interests of training staunch and courageous 
defenders of the socialist homeland, and make it possible to implement in a 
practical manner Lenin's behest that Soviet citizens be educated and in- 
doctrinated from youth in conscious and disciplined Labor. 


in a socialist army the objectives of military labor are exceptionally 
noble, and this also means that the striving of people to achieve these 
goals is highly moral. Hence a constant readiness to carry out military 
orders and the inspiration with which our fighting men work and serve. 

For execution of instructions by superiors, success in combat and political 
training, and mastery of new equipment, thousands of military personnel have 
beon awarded USSR decorations and medals in the last five years. This con- 
stitutes vivid confirmation of the fact that military service forms men 

who are loyal to their duty, self-sacrificing, disciplined, and courageous. 


Field exercises, missile firings, flight activities, alert duty, and cruises 
by submarines and surface ships in the World Ocean are of particular sig- 
nificance for excellent moral-political and psychological conditioning of 
military personnel. That most valuable experience which already today, in 
peacetime, is leading to an understanding of how training and indoctrination 
of personnel should be handled in order maximally to approximate it to the 
demands of modern war, is born precisely in these kinds of army and navy ac~- 
tivities. This is why each and every bit of this experience should serve 
the cause of indoctrination and help improve indoctrinational work in the 
unite and subunits. 


Proceeding from the performance results of the winter period, we are able to 
evaluate the effectiveness of all party-political, indoctrinational work not 
only by quantity and intensiveness of conducted measures, although this per 

se is also important, but primarily on the basis of people's attitude toward 
their military duty, toward performing tueir obligation. Such an approach 
makes it possible more clearly to see how each commander and political worker, 
how each party organization carries out the instructions of the CPSU Central 
Committee to strengthen at all echelons the educational and indoctrinational 
role of army and navy service and its influence on shaping the personality 
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and character of the builder of communiem, the armed defender of the social- 
iat homeland, 


in view of the importance of thie task, it would seem essential to focus 
the attention of military councils, commanders, staffe, political agencies, 
party and Komsomol organizations on certain elements which directly 
pertain to implementation of the CPSU Central Committee Decree of 26 April 
1975, to improvement of indoctrination in the process of military Labor. 


Firet of all, in Light of the CPSU Central Committee decree we clearly see 
the necessity of extensive and open discussion of the important questions 
affecting our Lives, without ignoring shortcomings. It is necessary 
persistently to incorporate into practical organizational and indoctrina- 
tional activities increased demandingnese and implacable opposition to un- 
necessary simplifications and relaxation of demande in combat training. 


Commanders, political agencies and staffs should feel responsibility, when 
working on taske of field, air and sea proficiency, to ensure that conduct 
of mock combat operations and organization of party~political work are in 
conformity with the character of contemporary warfare, that the men have 
the opportunity to perceive and analyze the consequences of their correct 
or faulty actions and can achieve success only upon observing all the 
demands of the art of warfare. Only such an approach will ensure in- 
structiveness and produce the requisite indoctrinational results. 


Secondly, maximum realization of the possibilities contained within social- 
ist competition is essential. Today competition encompasses practically 
all spheres of military activity and is directed toward development of 
labor activeness, creative initiative, healthy rivalry and comradely mutual 
assistance, dissemination and adoption of advanced know-how, and boosting 
lagging personnel up to the level of the leaders. It has become a genuine 
laboratory of indoctrination of a Communist attitude toward labor and 
toward performance of military service duty. The link between competition 
and solving the problems of social development of the individual Soviet 
fighting man, his political, moral and cultural growth is becoming 


stronger. 


The movement to be named the leading combined unit in the Armed Forces, 
district, group of forces, and fleet has become a specific feature of ihe 
contemporary period of socialist competition. The Taman’ personnel init .a- 
tive gained wide support and is producing positive results. Ever increas- 
ing development is also being experienced by competition for the title of 
excellent regiment, ship, subunit, and crew. In the course of this com- 
petition the activeness of military personnel in training and service is 
rising to profound awareness of responsibility not only for one's own per- 
sonal performance but also for that of the entire collective. 


A wealth of experience has been amassed in practical socialist competition 
activities in the Armed Forces. At the same time a search for new and 
effective forms of socialist competition remains important, a search for 
methods of mobilizing the men to campaign for achievement of excellent, 
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atable combat training resulte in all combined unite, unite, and subunite 
without exception. <A responsible party attitude toward pledges remains es-~ 
sential, Frequently pledges fail to take into consideration realistic pos- 
sibilities, the individual capabilities of personnel, and their innovative 
suggestions, 


kach and every commander, each and every party activiet is obliged 
rigorously to adhere to the principle that pledges should proceed in an 
upward direction and be elaborated by the men, so that personnel feel 
responsible for their accomplishment. The party sees in thie one of the 
most important indoctrinational potentiale of competition. Competition is 
first and foremost competition among individuals and collectives, in con- 
nection with which publicity, a well-conceived system of comparability of 
performance results, and dissemination of the experience and know-how of 
leading performers are very important. To publicize and disseminate the 
finest examples of military labor aleo means to combat deficiencies, and in 
the most effective fashion. 


Thirdly, che indoctrinational role of military labor is fully manifested 
only when thie labor is scientifically organized, when it is reliably sup- 
ported in a material-organizational and moral-political respect; thie is 
why matters pertaining to strengthening political influence at head- 
quarters, in control entities, and among all categories of leader cadres 
are acquiring particular importance. 


Physical training is an important element of military service and labor. 

it strengthens the health, increases stamina of military personnel, and 
develops the capability to withstand the burdens and deprivations which are 
inevitable in today's combat. In his book "Malaya Zemlya” Comrade L. 1. 
Brezhnev impressively demonstrated that war ie immense daily labor on the 
part of a people which has donned a military uniform, a manifestation of 
great tenacity, ability and skill. We are called upon to prepare military 
personnel for such persistent labor in the process of their entire military 
service, to train and prepare them spiritually and physically. 


Military Labor and combat training acquire final indoctrinational signifi- 
cance when all measures connected with them, each and every training class 
are brightened by a political approach to things. The task boils down to 
ensuring that each and every serviceman becomes firmly aware that his Labor 
is just a8 necessary to the socialist state as the labor of the worker, 
kolkhoz farmer, and intellectual, that in our country this labor is also 

4 matter of glory, valor and heroiem, that he is involved in the job of 
assuring the security of the world's first socialist state and the entire 
socialist community. 


Strengthening of the indoctrinational role of the Armed Forces presupposes 
implementation centrally aid locally d measures promoting consolidation in 
the line units and fleets of rigorous organization and conscientious dis- 
cipline as 4 most important element of combat readiness. improving the 
quality of each educational and indoctrinational measure, strengthening 
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their actual effect on all categories of personnel without exception, and 
eradication of negative phenomena in discipline should be considered one 

of the primary taske of military councils, commanders, political agencies, 
party and Komsomol organizations. Increasing the efficiency and reaponsibil- 
ity of cadres for strengthening discipline is especially important. It is 
important that dissemination of Legal knowledge be conducted in a systematic 
manner, according to a unified plan, with the extensive participation of 
commanders, political workers, legal service officers, and the most highly- 
trained warrant officers, 


Maintaining firm observance of procedure laid down by regulations with the 
aid of organizational measures is a key item in the area of strengthening 
military discipline. One should alwaye bear in mind that it is insufficient 
to say to 4 serviceman: "You must be disciplined and efficient. “lt is 
necessary to place him in the conditions of strict procedure laid down by 
regulations, proper organization of combat training and all daily activi- 
ties of the unit and subunit, so that the responsibility of each individual 
for his personal conduct becomes reality. in the campaign for strengthen- 
ing military discipline it is necessary to utilize the word of the 
propagandist, the force of military regulations, and the force of law. We 
should eliminate all instances of grose violation of the daily routine, 
irresponsible attitude toward organization of combat and political training, 
garrison duty, guard duty, administration within the unit, shipboard and 
motor pool duty, as well as a disrespectful attitude toward drill training 
and military rituals. 


The level of military discipline derives from the entire aggregate of 
forme and areas of educational and indoctrinational activity. Discipline 
is a political, moral category. it is not only a means of accomplishing 
our great and emall tasks. Discipline constitutes the specific feelings 
of the serviceman ae a citizen of the Soviet state, a builder and defender 
of the new society. It is our task to develop these feelings. 


The mode of life and regimen in the Armed Forces is determined to 4 sig- 
nificant degree by well-organized daily routine of military personnel and 
the excellence of daily routine and services. The countenance of many 
barracks, meses halle, enlisted men's clube and officers’ clubs has been 
refurbished at our military posts and garrisons in the last decade. The 
network of trade and personal services enterprises has grown. There has 
been substantial improvement in military personnel diet, clothing, and 
medical care. We see as one of the taske of military councils, commanders, 
political agencies and party organizations continued efforts at addressing 
probleme of facilities and services for military personnel, clear-cut 
regimentation of the work day and leisure time, with greater attention 
focused on the men and on satisfying their needs and requirements. in spite 
of the harshness and austerity of conditions in the military, it is neces- 
sary constantly to endeavor to ensure that barracks are warm, bright, and 
comfortable, that the soldier feels at home there, that barracks become the 
center of social contact and unification of servicemen into a united mili- 
tary family. 
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Good organization of personnel leisure time and concern for further boost- 
ing the cultural level of military personnel, their moral and aesthetic 
development exert substantial influence on improving indoctrinational work 
in the army and navy. The absolute majority of army and navy personnel are 
active readers, take part in amateur talent activities, and are actively in- 
terested in some type of art. Acquainting military personnel with the 
world of the beautiful is secured both by the activities of military 
professional artistic groupe — we have dozens of song and dance ensembles, 
seven dramatic theaters, and hundreds of military bande and orchestras -- 
and by patron assistance by people working in ecilence and culture, masters 
of literature and art. The Central Armed Forces Museum and the museums of 
districts, groupe of forces and fleets do a great deal of work in the area 
of herolc=patriotic education and indoctrination. We cannot state, how- 
ever, that the extensive arsenal of mass cultural work is being utilized 
with sufficient effectiveness. It is necessary to delve more deeply and 
specifically into the quality of this work, to study the influence of cul- 
ture and art on military personnel, and to take measures to increase their 
educational and indoctrinational effect. 


Enhancement of the educational and indoctrinational role of the Armed 
Forces is directly dependent on improving the style of leadership and 
direction of the educational-indoctrinational process on the part of mili- 
tary councils, commanders and political agencies. We possess considerable 
reserve potential in this area. This reserve potential includes adoption 
of long-range planning of the indoctrinational process. We should like 

to caution that this planning does not boil down to a simple enumeration of 
indoctrinational measures placed in chronological order. It should in 
addition specify specific principles, anticipated results, and selection 
of the best ways and methods of securing their unconditional achievement. 
Long-tange planning should be conducted not below the regimental echelon, 
with planned measures as a rule carried out in the subunits. This will 
make it possible to give a more systems character to indoctrinational work, 
to incorporate in this work new resources and means of influencing the ser- 
viceman's spiritual and intellectual world, to coordinate actions in time 
and place, and to ensure a unity of ideological-political, labor, military, 
and moral indoctrination. 


Speaking of style, I should like to draw the attention of leader personnel 
to the problem cf improving verification of execution. Performance of 
monitoring and verification functions also presupposes rendering effective 
assistance to those personnel being checked, organizational work on the 
spot. This will make it possible concretely to direct and guide the educa- 
tional process, to be at the center of this process and within the masses, 
to see the actual state of affairs, and to respond to the requests of 
military personnel in a flexible and efficient manner. We once again 


emphasize the role of political addresses by leaders to ynnel. Holding 
of a unified political day does not restrict their ini’ in this 
regard and does not minimize the significance of daily n pertaining 
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to the indoctrinational consequences of time epent by a staff officer and 
political official in the unite and on naval shipe. 


The greater the extent to which the troops receive from our social saci- 
entiste high-quality theoretical elaborations, advanced methodology, and 
synthesized educational and indoctrination know-how, the greater the 
preparedness of military cadres will be to conduct political indoctrination 
work. Our party and military presse and the proceedings of scientific and 
practical conferences contain many recomendations tested and verified by 
practical experience, which produce good educational and indoctrinational 
effect. A number of major studies have been published on the problems of 
party political work, Communist and military indoctrination. Very ia- 
portant questions, however, connected with the moral-political and 
psychological training of military personnel, the indoctrinational capabili- 
ties and functions of military collectives, methodology of implementation 
of a comprehensive, combined approach, and the campaign to strengthen 
military discipline, have not yet been thoroughly scientifically elaborated. 


Effectiveness and efficiency of the process of combat training, including 
its indoctrinational role, depends on the level of training of young of- 
ficers. Today we are endeavoring to improve the entire system of training 
and indoctrination in the army and navy. And perhaps the basic element 
here is the work done by our service schools and academies. An officer's 
entire subsequent service is determined in large meesure by whom we enroll, 
how we organize the training process, and how we form in cadets and other 
trainees political and professional activeness, honor, worth and other 
military-professional qualities. 


We attach prime significance to educating the indoctrinators, for every 
word, every gesture and action by a leader seems to reflect in more sharply- 
focused attention by his men. And if a person occupying a responsible 
position displays all the qualities of a genuine Communist -- moral fiber, 
thorough knowledge of his job, demandingness on himself and his sub- 
ordinates, and at the same time human charm, sensitivity, modesty, and 
simplicity — the people under his leadership are prepared to surmount all 
difficulties and accomplish what at times seems the impossible. 


We see as a genuine guarantee of successful efforts to enhance the in- 
doctrinational role of the Armed Forces a further and increasingly fuller 
merging of the efforts of military councils, commanders, political agencies, 
and party organizations. Of great importance from this standpoint is the 
CPSU Central Committee demand that primary party organizations become 
genuine centers of daily ideological-indoctrination activity. 


What must one bear in mind to ensure that our view of party organizations 
as genuine centers of day-by-day ideological indoctrination activity be 
filled with practical content, that each and every primary party organiza- 
tion and party group maintain the level of its lofty mission? 
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Communists must keep touch on everything affecting the military collective, 
everything of concern to it, which promotes the establishment of healthy 
interpersonal relations. Indoctrinational work should be considered the 
duty of each and every party member. Party organizations, as well as 
political agencies as leading party agencies in the Armed Forces, are 
called upon to help Communists be genuine party warriors, utilizing the 
entire system of indoctrinational work, developing them as leaders of the 
masses. We view the fact that Communists head all leading combined units 
and units as well as 75 percent of subunite which have achieved marks of 
good and excellent to be the result of efficient placement of party manpower 
and as evidence of growing party influence on military life. 


Party organizations should on a daily basis direct Komsomol organizations, 
education and indoctrination of youth, who comprise three fourths of Armed 
Forces personnel. Today more than half of all Komsomol members are ex- 
cellent-rated in combat and political training, 87 percent are proficiency~- 
rated specialists, and more than 40 percent have mastered associated 
specialties. To be the center of daily ideological-indoctrination activi- 
ties signifies for party organizations to continue in the future seeking to 
ensure that each and every Komsomol member and young serviceman sees the 
meaning and purpose of his life in selfless service to the homeland and 
conscientious performance of the duty of the citizen-soldier. 


Everybody understands that the process of education and indoctrination of 
military personnel does not begin from zero. One of the main tasks facing 
us is securement of unification and succession of education and indoctrina- 
tion in the family, school, work force and indoctrination in the army and 
navy. Our concern pertaining to further enhancement of the indoctrinational 
role of the armed forces should be expressed in profound interest in the 
success of military-patriotic work conducted on a broad front by party and 
Soviet agencies and in all-out assistance to these agencies in this area 
which is of such importance to the nation. There is no doubt about the 
fact that the higher the quality of preparation of young men for army and 
navy service and military-patriotic indoctrination of preinduction youth 

in the ranks of Komsomol and in DOSAAF organizations, the more successfully 
the forming and shaping of the serviceman proceeds. 


A considerable contribution to this cause can be made and is being made by 
cinema, radio, and television. We must give the necessary assistance to 
unions of creative artists and culture specialists in producing new, vivid 
work on historical-heroic subjects, as well as on the contemporary army 
and navy. 


The CPSU Central Committee Decree of 26 April 1979 instructs us to take 
into account the entire aggregate of today's high demands on party- 
political and ideological work in the army and navy, and the moral-fighting 
and psychological qualities of the present generation of Soviet military 
personnel. We all recognize the necessity of increasing the effectiveness 
and efficiency of our established system of political training, patriotic 
and internationalist indoctrination of personnel, dissemination of the 
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Leninist ideological-theoretical legacy, the revolutionary, labor and 
fighting traditions of our people and army, and measures to counteract the 
influence of hostile ideology in a situation of high) y-acute ideological 
struggle in the international arena. All of us feel the need for com- 
prehensive improvement of work which pertains to the educational aspects 
of competition in the army and navy, strengthening of military discipline, 
and increasing the effectiveness of efforts in these and certain other 
areas. 


Comrades! This year is a year of active preparation for the forthcoming 
26th CPSU Congress, which will specify new goals of Communist construction. 
The spiritual factor is a powerful accelerator of progress by our society. 
"The further we advance along the road of building communism, the stronger 
our economy becomes and the more solid the people's living standards," 
emphasized Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in his speech when he was awarded the 
Lenin Prize, "the greater the importance acquired by the tasks of people's 
sociopolitical, cultural, moral, and aesthetic education." 


The role of these tasks is also growing immeasurably on the scale of the 
Armed Forces. The principal ways to accomplish them were clearly defined 
and scientifically substantiated by the 25th CPSU Congress. The party 
Central Committee decree entitled "On Further Improvement of Ideological 
and Political Indoctrination Work" further develops and concretizes the 
congress instructions. This general party document is of great political 
and methodological significance in the area of indoctrination of personnel 
and is of a long-term character. Reference to this document as well as to 
the proceedings of the All-Union Conference of Ideological Workers should 
become a constant requirement for all those involved in the area of in- 
doctrination. 





We anticipate that in their statements to the conference the conferees 

will substantially add to this report and will share their know-how and 
experience in organization of ideological and political indoctrination work 
in the various elements of the army and navy organism, and will express 
their ideas on how to improve it. This will unquestionably assist in im- 
proving things and help more successfully execute the responsible CPSU 
Central Committee assignment to ensure further strengthening of the educa- 
tional and indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


COPYRIGHT: "“Kormmunist Vooruzhennykh Sil", 1980 
Ogarkov Speech 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 14, Jul 80 signed to press 
2 Jul 80 pp 24-31 


\Abridged version of speech by Mar SU N.V. Ogarkov, chief of the Armed Forces 


General Staff and USSR first deputy minister of defense : "In the Interests 
of Increasing Combat Readiness" | 
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(Text) Today at this conference we are discussing a question of great 
political importance. Ite importance proceeds organically from the con- 
etitutional duty of the USSR Armed Forces, their place and role in the 
affaires of Soviet society. 


As we know, the important historical function of the Soviet Armed Forces 

is to eneure reliable defense of their socialist homeland, defense of the 
revolutionary achievements and peaceful labor of the Soviet people and the 
peoples of the socialist countries which are our friends. At the same time 
the Soviet Army and Navy perform another important social task -- that of 
educating and indoctrinating ardent patriots of our homeland, convinced 
internationalists and active builders of a Communist society. 


The educational role of the Soviet Armed Forces was highly praised at the 
24th and 25th CPSU Congresses and in a number of subsequent CPSU Central 
Committee decrees. Its enormous importance was emphasized time and again 

in the speeches and instructions of CPSU Central Committee General Secretary 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet. 
"Military service in this country," he stated, "is not only a school of com- 
bat skill. It is at the same time a fine school of ideological and 

physical conditioning, discipline and organization." 


The CPSU Central Committee decree of 26 April 1979 instructed the USSR 
Ministry of Defense and the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army 
and Navy to draw up and execute measures aimed at further strengthening the 
educational and indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. This 
party assignment reflects the vital needs of the present stage of building 
communism and the increasing significance of the moral-political factor in 
the area of increasing the might of the Soviet state and the combat readi- 
ness of its Armed Forces. The profound meaning and significance of this 
assignment is obvious both in light of the domestic tasks being performed 
within our country and particularly in light of the evolving contemporary 
international situation. 


We are all pleased by the steady, dynamic growth of the economy, science 
and culture of our socialist homeland. Under the guidance of the Com- 
munist Party and its Leninist Central Committee, Soviet citizens are 
carrying out with enormous enthusiasm the historic resolutions of the 
25th CPSU Congress, the decisions of the November (1979) CPSU Central 
Committee Plenum, and are preparing to honor the forthcoming 26th CPSU 
Congress in a worthy manner. 


As regards the present world military-political situation, strengthening 
of the position of socialism and progressive forces in the world remains 

a determining factor in the world situation and the principal positive 
element. Our party's consistent implementation of a policy of détente and 
disarmament and implementation of the Peace Program has produced important 
results. The alliance of brother socialist countries is growing stronger 
steadily, year by year. Additional vivid confirmation of this is the 
jubilee meeting of the Warsaw Pact Political Consultative Committee, which 
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was recently held in Warsaw. The unanimously-adopted documents == the 
Declaration and Statement, contain a profound and comprehensive assessment 
of the contemporary international situation and advance new and important 
peace initiatives, which attracted considerable attention from those to 
whom the cause of peace and security of peoples is genuinely dear, 


Today socialism is striding irrepressibly across the planet. Illustrations 
of this include the following: glorious Cuba; heroic Vietnam, which in 
1979, with the assistance of the Soviet Union, thwarted aggressive actions 
by China; Laos and the People's Republic of Kampuchea, which joined the 
family of brother nations. In recent years a number of other countries 
have chosen the road of independent, progressive development, the road of 
socialist orientation, These include first and foremost Angola, Ethiopia, 
Afghanistan, South Yemen, and a number of other countries. The nations 

of the Staunchness and Opposition Front -- Syria, the People's Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, Libya, Algeria, as well as the Palestine Liberation 
Organization -- are taking an increasingly more antiimperialist, anti- 
American position. The national liberation movement in Southern Africa and 
Latin America is spreading. 


Such a development of events is obviously not to the liking of the ruling 
circles of imperialism, and the United States in particular. Using the 
events in Afghanistan as a pretext, U.S. leaders and those of the other 
NATO countries proceeded in a premeditated manner toward aggravation of the 
international situation, escalation of the arms race, creation of focal 
points of military danger in various regions, and undermining of the over- 
all process of détente. As a result of this, at the beginning of the 1980's 
the situation in certain parts of the world had become appreciably more 
complex and is presently characterized by instability and a marked trend 
toward intensification of the aggressive aspirations of the imperialist 
countries and China. 


The United States is attempting to curtail economic and cultural relations 
with us. A number of talks on important military-political questions — 
on transforming the Indian Ocean into a peace zone, on the international 
arms trade, on antisatellite weapons systems, on a total and universal ban 
on nuclear weapons testing, etc -- have been broken off or are going 
nowhere through the fault of Washington. There is practically no progress 
occurring at the talks on mutual forces and arms reduction in Central 
Europe. The Western nations are not only creating additional obstacles 
here in the path of achieving possible agreement but are even 

repudiating positions which had been agreed upon previously. 


The military-political course being followed by the imperialist powers, 
headed by the United States, to put it in concise terms, presently boils 
down to using any and all means to diminish the growing influence of the 
Soviet Union and the nations of the socialist community in the world arena 
and to achieve overwhelming military superiority over them. In all 
probability this is a long-term policy and aims at ultimately altering the 
balance of power in favor of imperialism. 
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Intensifying hostility toward the Soviet Union, the U.S. leaders are placing 
their cards mainly on an accelerated buildup of military power. Nor is it 
surprising that recently U.S. military-political schemes feature a further 
shift from "deterrence" to "counteraction" and from "sufficiency" to 
"superiority" and once again place emphasis on creation of a so-called 
"guaranteed destruction" potential and delivery of a preemptive strike by 
strategic weapons at targets in the USSR and other European socialist 
countries, In other words they are coming full circle: we have before us 
what is essentially a return to the notorious strategy of "massive retalia- 
tion," but in a new version. 


An important place in U.S. and NATO military schemes is assigned to the 
decision to deploy in Europe approximately 600 U.S. intermediate-range 
missiles, capable of hitting targets in the USSR and the other nations of 
the socialist community. Implementation of this plan not only sharply 
disrupts the approximate equality of intermediate-range nuclear weapons 
which has been established in Europe but also leads to sharp qualitative 
changes in the military-political situation, since it creates the threat 
of a surprise attack to destroy our strategic nuclear forces on the 
launching pad. 


Our position in regard to the NATO decision is well known. The Soviet 
Union urges talks on intermediate-range nuclear weapons, but under the 
condition that the NATO decision is reversed or, at the very least, its 
implementation is suspended. 


Nor do we exclude the possibility of questions pertaining to intermediate- 
range nuclear missile weapons being the subject not of separate talks but 
discussed within the framework of the SALT III talks, taking into account 
all factors which define the strategic situation, but of course after the 
SALT II Treaty goes into effect. 


The U.S. policy course of expanding its military presence in the Near and 
Middle East, as well as in the Indian Ocean zone, is highly dangerous. 

In view of the great importance of this region, U.S. imperialism has long 
sought to secure total control over its petroleum resources and to prepare 
an advantageous beachhead for possible actions against the USSR. With the 
collapse of the CENTO bloc, the U.S. imperialists began devoting greater 
attention to this region. They worked increasingly vigorously to draw 
over to their side Egypt, Iran, Pakistan, and other countries. Utilizing 
them as base countries, the United States was planning on establishing a 
firm and permanent position in the Near and Middle East and on hammering 
together a new military-political bloc. But revolutionary events in [ran 
and Afghanistan thwarted these plans. 


U.S. imperialism is now seeking new ways to engage in vigorous actions in 
the Near and Middle East. As we know, it is establishing a 110,000-man 
“rapid reaction" corps. The U.S. Air Force is already utilizing airfields 
in Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Negotiations are in progress on the establish- 
ment of U.S. bases in Somalia, Kenya, and Oman. Every effort is being made 
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to heat up hostility between lran and Iraq. The U.S. naval force in the 
Arabian Sea is being maintained and even strengthened, New dangerous ad- 
ventures can be expected from the Carter Administration. 


The United States is continuing ite attempts to impede the successful build- 
ing of socialism in Cuba, is resorting to slander, blockade and hostile 
maneuvers directed against the Island of Freedom and is stepping up 
sanctions against a number of other Latin American countries. At the 
present time, having concocted a contrived "Cuban refugee problem," they 

are undertaking direct provocational actions. In particular, this aim is 
pursued by Cuba overflights by U.S. reconnaissance aircraft and shows of 
force by the U.S. Navy and Air Force in the Caribbean. 


The intensifying military-political rapprochement between the United States, 
China and Japan and attempts to form a United anti-Soviet front, in which 
the military power of the United States and the European NATO countries in 
the West would be united with the manpower resources of China and the 
industrial capability of Japan in the East, constitutes a serious threat 

to peace, Expanding military contacts with China and stepping up 
deliveries of military equipment to that country, the Western powers are 
counting on pushing Peking into open aggressive actions against our 

country and the nations of Southeast Asia. What is in fact happening is 
creation of a military alliance between the United States, China, and 
Japan which is akin to the sinister Rome-Berlin-Tokyo "axis" of the 1930's. 


Military preparations by imperialism are accompanied by stepped-up ideologi- 
cal sabotage and expansion of "psychological" warfare against the USSR and 
the other socialist countries. The propaganda machine of the West and 
Peking is engaged in intensive efforts to form a totally distorted, 

hostile picture of Soviet foreign policy and to create an ideological 

screen for the aggressive actions of imperialism. 


Under these conditions the CPSU Central Committee is taking requisite 
measures for further strengthening .*ional defense and is imposing high 
demands on combat readiness and the level of training of our Armed Forces. 
The situation requires that we keep our powder dry. 


The task of increasing this country's defense capability is being per- 
formed in many areas. The CPSU Central Committee, Central Committee 
Politburo, and Comrade L. I. Brezhnev personally devote special attention to 
steady growth in the combat power of the Soviet Armed Forces and providing 
them with everything needed to repulse an attack by any aggressor and 

to crush such aggressor in a decisive manner. 


The combat might of the Soviet Armed Forces restrains the aggressive 
aspirations of imperialism and thus helps our party implement a peace-seek- 
ing foreign policy and defend the national interests of the USSR and the 
brother socialist countries. As we know, accomplishment of this most inm- 
portant task is inconceivable if, alongside boosting the level of training 
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and improving technical equipment of the Armed Forces, effective measures 
are not taken to ensure a steady increase in the spiritual potential of 

the army and navy and development of the moral-political and fighting 
qualities of military personnel, improvement in training and indoctrina- 
tion of military cadres, and improvement in the forms and methods of party- 
political work. 


The report by Army Gen Comrade A. A, Yepishev and the statements presented 
by other conferees have synthesized amassed experience in implementation in 
the Armed Forces of the CPSU Central Committee decree entitled "On Further 
Improvement of Ideological and Political-Indoctrination Work." This 

decree has substantially broadened the capabilities of military councils, 
commanders and staffs, political agencies and party organizations in the 
area of education and indoctrination of personnel, development of creative 
activity and initiative, and has promoted more successful achievement of 
socialist pledges made in honor of the 110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's 
birth and the 35th anniversary of our Victory in the Great Patriotic War. 


At the same time we must note that, although much has been accomplished, 
enormous and persistent work remains to be done in all areas specified in 
the Central Committee decree in order to achieve fuller execution of the 
party's demands pertaining to further strengthening the educational and in- 
doctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. 


Military councils, commanders and staffs, political agencies, party and 
Komsomol organizations should in their practical activities more fully and 
vigorously utilize our very substantial facilities for ideological work and 
our propagandist edifice for developing in personnel excellent mora)-politi- 
cal, ethical and fighting qualities. 


Indoctrinational work with personnel is performed in this country in con- 
formity with the general principles of party ideological activities, and 
its established forms and methods are basically in conformity with the con- 
temporary stage of military organizational development. But its effective- 
ness and efficiency must be substantially increased. In this connection 

I should like to draw your attention to several items. 


First. All ideological and political-indoctrination work in our military 
conditions should be organically linked with the demands and practical 
accomplishment of the tasks of increasing combat readiness. We know that 
the determining direction of all educational and indoctrinational work is 
the daily campaign to strengthen ideological conditioning, to increase the 
conscientiousness of military personnel, their political maturity, and to 
instill in them a feeling of social responsibility for our country's 
security and the defense of socialism. It is important that these qualities 
be transformed into profound inner convictions, into an active life position 
on the part of each and every officer, general oificer and flag officer, 
warrant officer, each and every noncommissioned officer and enlisted man. 
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Forming in all personnel such qualities as dedication to the military duty, 
honesty and uprightness, implacable opposition to antisocial actions and 
phenomena, and a feeling of pride in one's homeland is also acquiring great 
importance, It is necessary more fully to utilize for indoctrinational 
purposes dally combat training of troops and navai forces, tactical exer- 
cises, naval cruises, flight operations and gunnery exercises, To achieve 
this one should organize and execute them in such a manner that it is pos- 
sible not only to master combat techniques and achieve performance 
standards but also to toughen the men's will in a proper manner, to 
develop in the men stamina, boldness, and combat activeness, placing in 
advance accomplishment of these tasks in the plans and schedules of forth- 
coming training classes and exercises. 


Vivid examples were presented in the statements made by conferees about how 
purposeful combat training in combination with political training and moral 
indoctrination make it possible co form and develop in personnel excellent 
moral-political and fighting qualities. The substantial capability and 
opportunities existing in this area, however, are not yet being utilized in 
full measure. Many exercises and training classes are not producing 
adequate indoctrinational results. To a significant degree this is due 

to the fact that party-political work in a number of units and combined 
units is still being organized without requisite coordination with con- 
crete tasks of combat readiness and combat training, and with a consider- 
able amount of formalism and routinism. The practical activities of some 
commanders, political agencies and party organizations still show indica- 
tions of complacency and an uncritical approach to achieved results and 

the actual state of affairs in subordinate combined units, units, and 

naval ships. Consequently, in the area of indoctrinational work it ‘s neces- 
sary to make every effort to increase our high-mindedness and demandingness 
and not to forget that essential moral-political and fighting qualities 

can be developed only within the system of rigorously-organized troop 

daily ‘ite and combat training, in intensive daily military labor, in- 
spired oy the high ideals of se -ving the homeland and Soviet people. 


Second. It is necessary to devote considerable attention to developing a 
feeling of collectivism and mutual assistance in combat, as was the case 
during the Great Patriotic War -- "Rescue your comrade, even if it means your 


own life," Within the system of political and military indoctrination 

it is important correctly to take account of the profound changes which 

are taking place in the modes of actions of troops and naval forces in the 
conduct of modern operations, the complexity and complex character of the 
majority of modern weapons, effective employment of which is impossible with- 
out coordinated actions by a large number of people -- vehicle crews, 
weapon crews, subunits, and even units. Under these conditions consider- 
able importance is acquired by the task of instilling military comradeship 
and strengthening military collectives. An important role in this should 
be played by our army and navy party organizations, which should be a 
genuine political nucleus of military collectives, cementing them and acting 
as the bearers and implementers of Communist ideology and ethics. We must 
constantly and continuously search for new ways to unify military col- 
lectives and improve moral~political and psychological training o. the 
troops. 
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Third, Raising Lhe level of ideological, military and methodological train- 
ing of leader cadres should be the object of special concern. The level of 
all indoctrinational work in the army and navy depends in large measure on 
the ability of commanders to organize training and indoctrination of ser- 
vicemen, on their initiative and effictency. 


One cannot overemphasize the role of officer cadres in forming the 
character and personality of their subordinates, and in uniting military 
collectives. The Soviet officer, regardless of the post entrusted to him, 
is not only a military leader and specialist, but also an implementer of 
party policy in the army and navy. He is called upon to perform organiza- 
tional work in a close unity with indoctrination of personnel. 

Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev demonstrated in his remarkable books "Malaya Zemlya," 
"Vozrozhdeniye" [Rebirth], and "Teelina" [Virgin Soil] instructive, 
memorable examples of concrete work by party, Soviet and military leaders 
with personnel, and their activities pertaining to mobilizing toilers, 
army and navy personnel for performing practical tasks. Such examples 
should teach and inspire each and every leader. 


Concerned with improving the effectiveness and quality of indoctrinational 
work, the Communist Party demands first and foremost of leader cadres, 
all command-political and engineer-technician personnel excellent moral- 
political qualities and personal example in performance of military duty. 
And it is very important that an officer's demandingness on his subordi- 
nates be reinforced by personal example of flawless performance of his 
duties and an innovative, with initiative, approach to his job. "...If we 
are conscientiously to teach discipline to the workers and peasants," 
stated V. I. Lenin, “we must begin with ourselves" ("Poln. Sobr. Soch." 
[Complete Works], Vol 50, page 63). Unfortunately some comrades at times 
forget about this and fail to consider that demands on the moral-political 
and fighting qualities of the leader are considerably higher than those 
on his subordinates. We must work more on indoctrination of the in- 
doctrinators -- this is a most important aspect of our activities, which 
must never be ignored. 


The traits of a leader of the Leninist type, of a genuine commander-in- 
doctrinator should be developed from the very beginning of an officer's 
military service -- from the time he is a cadet. In every military educa- 
tional institution one should display more concern not only for military- 
technical training and developing excellent personal ideological~political 
and moral qualities in trainees and cadets, but also forming in them the 
ability and skills of future indoctrinators of personnel, developing in 
them a taste for the couduct of indoctrinational work in subunits, units, 
and on naval ships. One should highly value and persistently instiil in 
army and navy personnel, especially in command-political personnel, a 
feeling of the new, breadth of thinking, boldness of statement and 
practical resolution of new problems pertaining to the art of warfare, im- 
proving the forms and methods of indoctrinational work. 








fourth, The interests of the homeland and of increasing Armed Forces com 
bat readiness demand heightened attention to questions pertaining to 
preparing young people for military service and their patriotic indoctrina- 
tion, Lt is necessary more actively to participate in military-patriotic 
indoctrination of Soviet youth at all stages of their development and to 
show special concern for preinduction training, It is important that even 
prior to conscription into the army induction-age youth receive not only 
basic general-curriculum but also certain military-technical training. 


it is essential to make every eilort to etrengthen and broaden links 
between military unites, political agencies, army party and Komsomol organi- 
zations on the one hand and local party and Soviet agencies and public 
organizations, work forces of enterprises, construction jobs, educational 
institutions, sovkhozes and kolkhozes on the other. DOSAAF organizations, 
army and navy veterans, reserve and retired officers, general and flag of- 
ficers are called upon to play an important role in accomplishing this 
task. 


Fifth. An important place within the system of ideological activity and 
all parcy-political work is occupied by further strengthening of military 
discipline and rule of law — an essential condition for increasing the 
combat readiness of troops and naval forces and improving the quality of 
combat and political training. 


Certain work has been accomplished in recent years on strengthening milita- 
ry discipline and imposing procedure laid down by regulations, and a num- 
ber of combined units and units have achieved a substantial reduction in 
the number of accidents and violations of military discipline. The 
positive experience of this work, however, has not yet been assimilated by 
all military collectives. We have examples where combined units and units 
of one and the same military districts, operating under identical deploy- 
ment garrisoning conditions, possess a differing level of discipline. This 
indicates that we have not yet succeeded in increasing responsibility for 
further strengthening military discipline on the part of certain leader 
personnel in light of that high-principled position specified by the party 
under present-day conditions. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev emphasized at the 
November (1979) CPSU Central Committee Plenum that today we need not only 
words about discipline, not only appeals for observance of law and order. 
We need first and foremost painstaking, daily organizational work, precise 
verification of execution, and o flexible, well-conceived cadre policy. 


Substantial deficiencies are also noted at times in the organization of 
troop service. in addition, not everywhere do we properly address the 
matter of improving services and cultural provisions for servicemen. And 
yet a serviceman's daily life determines in large measure his discipline, 
attitude toward military service, morale and physical qualities. Organiza- 
tion of military daiiy iife and routine is a profoundly important party 
matter. All necessary manpower resources should be utilized to improve 
living conditions and cultural provisions for personnel, especially at 








remote garrisons in the Var Hast, Tranebaikal and North, a8 well as im- 
provement in the conditions of dormitory-quartering of young officers and 
warrant officers, The task consists in maximally mobilizing 411 our 
capabilities and achieving further improvement in the state of affairs 
regarding military discipline at the earliest possible time, 


Now a few comments on training of troops and naval forces based on winter 
performance results and taske for the summer training period. We should 
note that the Armed Forces are working hard to accomplish the tasks 
assigned by the USSR Minister of Defense. Specified plans of measures 
pertaining to operational, combat and political training are being 

carried out on the whole. in the winter period our troops also successful- 
ly performed a number of other complex unscheduled tasks. in all military 
districts, groupe of forces and fleets one observes increased organization 
of combat training. Adequate stability has been achieved in the state of 
combat readiness and in maintaining the level of operational, combat and 
political training. The qualitative indicators of field exercises, mis- 
sile firings, live-fire gunnery exercises, and performance of special 
taske are better than last year in the majority of combined unite and unite. 
We cannot ignore, however, existing deficiencies in operational, combat and 
political training. We should thoroughly analyze revealed deficiencies and 
apply a maximum of efforts to correct them in the summer training period. 


L980 is the final year of the 10th Five-Year Plan, a year of active prepara- 
tions for the Beh CPSU Congress. We must do everything to ex.sure that it 
is a year of shock-work combat training, a year of further improvement in 
combat readiness. This obliges all of us to work even better, to perform 
assigned tasks more effectively and with better quality, and to seek new 
ways to improve training of troops and naval forces and to intensify politi- 
cal indoctrination work with personnel, for fuller utilization of service 
in the military and in the interests of training ideologically-firm and 
toughened cadres. 


Permit me, comrades, on your behalf to assure our party's Central Committee, 
the Central Committee Politburo and Comrade Leonid Ll'ich Brezhnev per- 
sonally that the fighting men of our army and navy, solidly unified behind 
the Communist Party and Soviet Government, will work even harder to 
strengthen our Armed Forces, to increase vigilance and combat readiness, 
and will make every effort to perform in a selfless manner their sacred duty 
to the homeland. 
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[Text] Thanke to the concern of the CPSU Central Committee and Soviet 
Government, the Ground Forces, just ae all our Armed Forces, contain 

leader cadres who are dedicated to the party and homeland, who are mature 
and highly trained in a political, military and technical respect. Skilled 
utilisation of their experience and knowledge, educator skills and per- 
sonal example promotes to a decisive degree strengthening of the educa~ 
tional and indoctrinational role of the Armed Forces. 


The Ground Forces Military Council, military councils of districts and 
groupe of forces, commanders and political agencies continuously maintain 
an attention focus on problems of indoctrination of leader personnel and 
increasing their responsibility for high-quality performance of the taske 
assigned the Armed Forces by the 25th CPSU Congress, November (1979) CPSU 
Central Committee Plenum, and USSR Minister of Defense. Reports on the 
work and indoctrination, assignment and promotion of leader cadres — 
commanders and political workers — are discussed at essentially every 
military council meeting. This makes it possible to gain better knowledge 
of cadres and to increase their responsiblity for the assigned work sector. 


The Ground Forces Military Council and chiefs of combat arms assist leader 
cadres and etudy their activities. Individual work with them, scientific- 
practical conferences, as well as party-political measures conducted 
jointly with local party agencies — all this creates favorable conditions 
for leader personnel to serve as an example of high responsibility and 
Organization, who possess a consummate knowledge of military affairs and 
who participate actively in ideological work. 


The Ground Forces contain all requisite conditions fer leader personnel 

to continue in the future systematically increasing and deepening their 
political, military and technical knowledge and broadening their operational- 
tactical views. We hold teaching-methods courses of instruction and demon- 
stration classes with top-echelon command-staff, political and engineer 
personnel both in the central edifice and in the line units, with the aim 

of developing 4 unity of views and teaching methods. 


Constant concern is shown for the ideological conditioning of leader cadres. 
This work is organized taking into account the increasing tasks proceeding 
from the CPSU Central Committee decree entitled "On Further Improvement of 
Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work." Greater attention has 

been focused on thorough and consistent study of the writings of the 
founders of Marxism-Leninism, V. 1. Lenin's teachings on defense of the 
socialist homeland, party documents, the writings of Comrade L. |. Brezhnev, 
and methodological problems of training and indoctrination proceeding from 
the resolutions of the 25th CPSU Congress. Lectures are presented, taking 
the international situation into account, on problems of Marxist-Leninist 
teaching on war and the army, on Soviet military doctrine, and on the world 
military-political situation. Consultations and discussions, Lenin and 
sociopolitical readings, reviews of political and military journals, and 
individual discussions on the substance of the studied material are held on 
a regular basis. Many officers are enrolled at universities of Marxisn- 
Leninisn. 
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All thie makes it possible to step up participation of leader cadres in in- 
doctrination of Ground Forces personnel. Practically all leader personnel 
take part in conduct of political days. Also indicative ie the fact that 

the number of combined unite and regiment commanders and deputy commanders 
among Marxist-Leninist training group leaders has increased by almost 50 

percent in the last 10 years. More than 80 percent of regimental commanders 
are working successfully in party committees and party bureaus. 


The campaign for efficiency is important in education and indoctrination of 
leader cadres. Precise execution of one's professional duties, of the 
demande and provisions of military regulations, orders, training curricula, 
and training clase schedules ensures a high degree of discipline and 
develope demandingness on subordinates on the part of leaders. Only high 
demandingness, rigorous and continuous monitoring by senior commanders and 
staffs ensure a high degree of discipline and troop combat readiness. 


Party organizations, especially headquarters and directorate organizations, 
are exerting increasing influence on developing in leader cadres 
responsibility for performance of their military service and party duty. 
Open party meetings with the agenda “Live, Work and Campaign in a Leninist, 
Communist Manner” have become a review of execution of Leninist behests. 
They have promoted unification of theory and practice, securement of a 
unity of word and deed, and strengthening of the link between indoctrina- 
tional work and daily life. We should emphasize that everywhere leader 
personnel have presented reports at meetings. 


We constantly direct our cadres toward mastery of a Leninist work style. 
With all forme of practical organizational and indoctrinational activities 
we develop in them such qualities as strong moral fiber and high party 
principles, Communist efficiency, concreteness, competence and an innova- 
tive approach to things. The works of Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev, especially 
his memoirs "Malaya Zemlya," “Vozrozhdeniye" [Rebirth], and "Tselina” 
[Virgin Soil], are of inestimable significance for this. They synthesize 
a wealth of experience in working with people and mobilizing them to per- 
form tasks of national importance. 


Of great importance for indoctrinating leader cadres is a correct, Leninist 
approach to personnel selection, promotion and job assignment. We devote 
special attention to studying directly in the line units the political, 
professional and moral qualities and the service activities of officers and 
general officers. As a result the majority of leader cadres do a good job 
in their practical activities and display excellent fighting qualities, 
industriousness and responsibility for the assigned task. This has a 
positive influence on accomplishing the tasks of improving military skill, 
indoctrination of personnel, and ensuring a high degree of troop combat 
readiness. 


We are clearly aware, however, that we cannot rest on our laurels in the 
area of education and indoctrination of reader cadres. There are still 
many instances where certain leaders are satisfied with the knowledge they 


28 














already possess, Not everywhere ie constant concern displayed for ensuring 
that within the system of Marxist-Leninist training of leader personnel the 
main emphasise is placed on thorough independent etudy of the writinge of 
the founders of Marxism-Leniniem and contemporary advances in military 
science and the art of warfare. Not all comrades utilize acquired knowl- 
edge in political, military and moral indoctrination of subordinates. Not 
all leaders possess in full measure such lofty qualities as efficiency, 
modesty, dissatisfaction with achieved results, and the ability to appraise 
one's performance results in a self-critical manner. 


The Military Council and Ground Forces commanders and political agencies 
are taking requisite measures to correct noted deficiencies, to improve 
work with leader personnel, and to increase their responsibility for per- 
formance of assigned tasks. Party organizations are playing an enhanced 
role in selection, placement and indoctrination of leader cadres and in en- 
suring constant concern for improvement of their independent study. 





Ground Forces personnel, ranked solidly behind the Leninist party, will 
make every eifort to ensure successful completion of the training year, 
fulfillment of adopted socialist pledges, and will honor the 26th CPSU 
Congress in a worthy manner. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Col Gen P. A. Gorchakov, chief of the Political 
Directorate of Strategic Missile Forces and Military Council member: 
“Increase Effectiveness of Ideological Work") 


(Text) Alert duty constitutes the principal content of the daily life of 
missile personnel. This is a mission of national importance. The men 
devote all their energies, knowledge and experience to performance of this 
mission. Communists display an example in thie. Suffice it to say that 
the majority of missile crews consist exclusively of CPSU members. There 
are party organizations in all combat subunits. This is an enormous force. 
It makes it possible to ensure a high degree of effectiveness of ideological 
and political indoctrination of military personnel and actively to utilize 
all forms of ideological influence on personnel, which is very important. 
Sharp aggravation of the ideological struggle and intensification of the 
present military threat demand more persistent and painstaking work con- 
nected with forming in military personnel, especially young servicemen, 

a feeling of historical responsibility for the fate of socialism, for the 
security of the homeland, as well as staunchness, courage, and willingness 
to perform heroic deeds. 
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Further achievements in boosting combat readiness, strengthening discipline, 
and in accomplishing all taske assigned to the troops depend in Large 
measure on the level of ideological and political-indoctrination work. 

This ie why it constantly occupies the center of attention of commanders, 
political agencies, party and Komsomol organizations. 


A new forward impetus for stepping up ideological and political indoctrina- 
tion work was provided by the CPSU Central Committee decree of 26 April 
1979, the All-Union Conference of Ideological Workers, documents pertaining 
to the 110th anniversary of V. IL. Lenin's birth, and preparations to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of Victory in the Great Patriotic War. Con- 
cerned with improving the effectiveness and quality of ideological work, 
the military council and political agencies of the missile forces are con- 
stantly improving the style of leadership and direction of this work. 
Principal attention is focused on implementing the party demand to ensure 

a close unity of political, military and moral indoctrination, taking into 
account the specific features of the various categories of military per- 
sonnel. 


The military council, commanders and political agencies are endeavoring to 
study deeply and comprehensively the processes which are taking place in 
the ideological life of military collectives, which is helping correctly 
determine ways to raise the level and effectiveness of education and in- 
doctrination of personnel. More attention is now being devoted to current 
and future planning and coordination of various elements of ideological 
work. Selection, theoretical and methodological training of staff and 
volunteer propagandists have improved. 


The number of political education group instructors with higher education 
has increased. The number of Communists among them has almost doubled. 
Every other instructor is enrolled at or has graduated from a university 
of Marxism-Leninisn. 


Organization of Marxist-Leninist training of officers has risen to a new 
qualitative level in recent years. The practice of officers drawing up per- 
sonal ideological-theoretical growth plans has proven effective. 


Leader personnel play an exceptionally important role in educating and in- 
doctcinating young officers. Ail combined units commanders and more than 
70 percent of unit commanders are Marxist-Leninist training group in- 
structors. 


We must also note the following. Greater party influence is now being 
exerted on improving the quality of the principal forms of political train- 
ing and activeness of agitation-propagandist and cultural-educational work. 
More rigorous demands are now being made on each party member for con- 
ducting continuous and effective political indoctrination work, especially 
on alert duty. 
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Broadening and etrengthening of contacts between political agencies and 
party organizations on the one hand and local party and Soviet agencies and 
work forces on the other, and active participation by personnel in our 
country's sociopolitical and cultural affairs constitute an important 
direction in improving the style of leadership and direction of ideological 
work. These expanding contacts and links are manifested in coordinated 
ideological indoctrination and organizational work and in diversified 

forme of patronage. Hundreds of missile personnel have been elected to 
local party and Soviet bodies. Our enlisted men, officers and general of- 
ficers are taking active part in military-patriotic indoctrination of young 
people. 


Indoctrination of the armed defenders of the homeland in a spirit of high 
vigilance has been and remains at the attention focus of commanders, 
political workers, party and Komsomol organizations. It is being con- 
ducted by the most diversified forms and methods. 


Strategic missile units and combined units are visited on a regular basis 
by top-echelon command personnel of the USSR Armed Forces. 


Recently one of the combined units was visited by Mar SU D. F. Ustinov, 
USSR Minister of Defense, and Army Gen A. A. Yepishev, Chief of the Main 
Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy. They attended a field 
exercise and became acquainted on the missile personnel's combat training 
and daily activities. Their get-togethers with personnel, their instruc- 
tions and recommendations played an important role in increasing combat 
readiness. 





Now this combined unit is one of the best. Under the difficult conditions 
of winter and spring its personnel displayed a high level of proficiency 
and combat crew training. 


Matters pertaining to strengthening military discipline occupy the center 
of attention of the military council, commanders and political agencies. 
Priority items include preventing accidents and instances of incorrect 
interrelations between military personnel. 


The result of this work is in evidence. Military discipline is becoming 
stronger year by year, and the actions of missile crews are becoming in- 
creasingly more precise. 


Such a fine initiative as the movement for military bases of exemplary 

order and a high degree of culture also promotes increasing combat readiness. 
The principal goal of the movement is to strengthen the elements of Com- 
munist daily life and activities at military bases. 


As was noted in the report presented by Army Gen Comrade A. A. Yepishev, 
everything done up to the present time constitutes merely the initial 
stage of resolving a problem of enormous political importance -- further 
improving the quality and effectiveness of ideological activities. We 
approach evaluation of all our work from such a position. 
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No matter where a missile crewman may be, whatever task he may be perform- 
ing, he sacredly remembers his duty: to study deeply the Leninist ideologi- 
cal-theoretical legacy, to improve hie military skille, to strengthen dis- 
cipline and increase vigilance. The homeland has entrusted him with a 
potent weapon. This weapon is in reliable hands and is in a state of com- 
bat readiness at all times. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Army Gen. Ye. F. Ivanovskiy, commander in chief of 
the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany: "Teach the Troops What Is Needed in 
War") 


[Text] One can state with full justification that the Group of Soviet 
Forces in Germany is an excellent school of life, ideological maturity, in- 
ternationalist indoctrination, labor toughening and military proficiency. 
All requisite conditions are to be found here for improving military labor 
and for forming in servicemen a vigorous attitude toward life, discipline, 
and a high sense of responsibility for the security of our homeland. 


Of determining significance in developing such qualities is persistent im- 
plementation of the following principle: teach the troops that which is 
needed in war. This finds concrete embodiment in a smoothly-running 
process of combat training and further improvement in the level of field 
and air proficiency. We are seeking intensification of the training 
process, combining of training exercises, creation of a tough situation, 
heavy physical and psychological stresses, maximum and efficient utilization 
of training centers, gunnery ranges and training grounds. Daily attention 
is focused on improving skills of hitting the target with accuracy and 
reliability at maximum range, on the first missile, round and pass, in 
minimum time and with minimum expenditure of ammunition. 





The majority of live missile firings earned marks of good and excellent in 
the winter training period. The weapons skills of tankers and motorized 
riflemen have improved. Tactical exercises with live artillery fire and 
aerial bombing, with delivery of tactical airborne assault forces and em- 
ployment of helicopter gunships have become a genuine school of training 
and indoctrination of personnel. 


Of considerable educational significance is the fact that the majority of 
such exercises are held in a dynamic situation, with considerable moral and 
physical stresses on personnel. Under these conditions personnel form a 
high degree of psychological staunchness, resoluteness and boldness, 
courage and tenacity, initiative and the ability to take an intelligent 
risk. Examples of courage and heroism displayed during the Great Patriotic 
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War and the glorious fighting traditions of our combined unite and unites 
are widely publicized in order to build upon and reinforce such qualities. 


The increasing technical skills of all categories of military personnel 
acquire special significance in the process of implementation of the 
principle of teaching the troops what is needed in war. The majority of 
our enlisted personnel and noncommissioned officers possess advanced 
proficiency ratings. Many perform exercises at night to daylight per- 
formance standards. Many squads and vehicle crewe have achieved total in- 
terchangeability. 


Successful accomplishment of the tasks of improving the quality of the 
training process and bringing it closer to present-day demands is possible 
only on the basis of steady improvement in the ideological and professional 
level, methods skills, and personal example of officer cadres. Therefore 
we devote constant attention to improving commander training, the quality 
of training methods courses, innovative assimilation of the wealth of 
experience of the Great Patriotic War, and study of the conclusions and 
recommendations contained in the following books by Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev: 
"Malaya Zemlya," "Vozrozhdeniye" [Rebirth], "Tselina" [Virgin Soil], and 
"Na strazhe mira i sotsializma" (Guarding Peace and Socialism]. 


We also attach great importance to strengthening combat friendship with the 
fighting men of the National People's Army of the GDR, and the inter- 
nationalist solidarity of the peoples of our brother nations. We seek to 
ensure that this work is rich in content and concrete, and that it promotes 
genuine unification of our efforts in performing general combat training 
tasks and constant precision coordination. These objectives are promoted 

by joint exercises, exchange of advanced training and indoctrination know- 
how, combat alliance weeks, and socialist competition between military units 
of the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany and the National People's Army of 
the GDR. 


The Fifth Festival of Friendship between the youth of the USSR and GDR, held 
in May of this year, constituted vivid confirmation of the indestructible 
unity of our countries’ peoples and armies. We should note that our ser- 
vicemen took direct part in preparing for and holding this festival, 
demonstrating the finest qualities of Soviet citizens -- collectivism and 
internationalist solidarity, excellent skill and organization, personal 
modesty, and a feeling of comradeship. 


We should acknowledge at the same time that a situation of high demanding- 
ness for high-quality performance of assigned tasks has not yet been 
established in all our military collectives. The campaign against un- 
necessary simplifications and relaxation of demands in training is not 
always persistently and consistently carried out. 


The military council of the Group of Forces, commanders, political agencies 
and staffs, critically appraising the state of affairs, clearly comprehend 
their tasks pertaining to further increasing the educational and indoctrina- 
tional role of military service. We attach great importance to extensive 
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diseemination of advanced know-how, further improvement in moral incentives 
for military labor, inetilling in officers a love of their military 
profession, in enlisted personnel and noncommissioned officers a love of 
their military occupational specialty, and in all personnel a feeling of 
pride in belonging to the valiant Soviet Armed Forces. 


An aggregate of measures is being taken to explain to personnel the inm- 
portance of military service not only for this country's defense might but 
also for subsequent active participation in peaceful productive labor. In 
the last two years one out of every two men, prior to discharge into the 
reserves, acquired or improved an occupational specialty with direct ap- 
plicability in the civilian economy. 


"My service in the Group of Soviet Forces in Germany ended 3 years ago," 
stated former driver Igor' Voropayev. "It is with gratitude that 1 preserve 
in my heart, which will always remain a soldier's heart, recollections of 

my mentor-commanders. Everything I received in the army is helping me today. 
| am considered the best farm machinery operator in my native village in 
Mogilevskaya Oblast. This is understandable: in my military unit I was a 
capable tanker. I remain loyal to equipment; I am enrolled in correspondence 
school and will become an engineer. My fellow villagers elected me deputy 

to the village Soviet. My army conditioning, my difficult but very useful 
military service fosters successful performance of my labor and civic obliga- 
tions." 


We shall continue in the future working to ensure that service in the Group 
of Soviet Forces in Germany le®.es a deep imprint in the consciousness of 
each and every serviceman, his spiritual countenance and character. This 
will constitute our concrete contribution to education of a citizen-soldier, 
soldier-patriot, soldier-internationalist, toward accomplishment of the 
great national-importance and general party task of forming and shaping of 
the new Soviet man. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Col Gen A. V. Debalyuk, chief of the Political 
Directorate of the Red-Banner Belorussian Military District and Military 
Council member: “Based on a Combined Approach") 


(Text] The experience of work by commanders, political agencies, party and 
Komsomol organizations of the Red-Banner Belorussian Military District con- 
vincingly attests to the fact that implementation of a combined approach to 
the entire business of education and indoctrination is fully and entirely 
proving itself. Particularly since in recent years there has been a sub- 
stantial improvement in conditions for raising the level of ideological 
work. Units and combined units possess well-trained propagandist cadres. 
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More people are displaying a committed attitude toward problems of educa- 
tion and indoctrination of military personnel. 


A combined approach to indoctrination produces good results wherever the 
principle of unity of word and deed forms the basis of the practical ac- 
tivities of commanders, political workers and party organizations. This 
is especially vividly evident in the example of the personnel of the four- 
times decorated guards motorized rifle regiment of the Rogachev Guards 
Motorized Rifle Division — initiator of socialist competition in the 
Ground Forces, For two years now this regiment has maintained a rating of 
excellent and has twice been awarded the USSR Minister of Defense Pennant 
for courage and military valor. 


What comprises the foundation of high performance ratings in the combat 

and political training of the regiment and the division as a whole, which 
is the leading division in the Ground Forces? First of all, an endeavor on 
the part of commanders and political workers to work always and everywhere 
with a high degree of activeness, and the ability fully to utilize the 
ideological potential of party and Komsomol organizations in accomplishing 
the tasks of training and indoctrination of military personnel. 


Second, within the system of a combined approach to training and indoctrina- 
tion, the educational and indoctrinational role of socialist competition, 

in which political, moral and military factors operate most powerfully in 
unity, is advanced here to a position of primary importance. In the regi- 
ment constant attention is focused on observance of Leninist principles of 
organization of socialist competition -- publicity, comparability of 
achieved results, and possibility of repeating advanced know-how. Methods 
advice on organization of competition at field exercises and training drills 
has been elaborated and is persistently being adopted in a practical 
manner. Competition results are totaled up on a regular basis, and out- 
standing performers are publicized. The degree of ideological efforts of 
commanders and political workers is reflected in the socialist competition 
of the initiator-regiment as if in a mirror. Many other of this district's 
units and combined units are living and working in such a cadence and rhythm. 


One cannot claim that practical adoption of this effective method of educa- 
tion and indoctrination is taking place without difficulties and shortcomings. 
One frequently encounters cases whereby employment of the combined approach 

is limited only to agitation-propagandist activities. Some leaders still 

keep their distance from indoctrinational work under the pretext of being 

too busy with other matters. 


We are correcting these shortcomings. We are intensifying first and fore- 
most work with officer cadres. At the present time there are practically 
no training courses, seminars and training classes at which questions con- 
nected with organization of personnel indoctrination are not brought up. 


We should like to recommend that our scientific establishments and publica- 
tions present the troops with more scientifically substantiated recom- 
mendations on employment of the combined approach in education and 
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indoctrination, better and faster elaborate the organizational-methods 
foundations of this main principle. 


We are devoting serious attention in the area of implementing the demands of 
a combined approach to more decisive shifting of the ideological activities 
of political agencies and primary party organizations directly to the sub- 
units, into the field, into the barracks, that is, where personnel live, 
train and receive indoctrination. Particularly since personnel spend a large 
part of training time in the field, in tank training areas, at training 
grounds and firing ranges. 


We have elaborated and implemented practical measures for more vigorous 
adoption of a combined approach to ideological indoctrination work in the 
company and battery. A discussion on this topic with chiefs of political 
agencies proved both constructive and useful. 


We also direct attention to strengthening of company party organizations. 
At the present time in a number of units and combined units party organiza- 
tions have been established in all companies (batteries). 


At the same time the task of shifting the center of political-indoctrination 
work directly into the military collective remains a most urgent task. In 
many companies there is as yet not felt that briskness of ideological 
activities which is noted in units and combined units. In some companies 
the bustle and concern over papers and meetings is sometimes causing people 
to forget about personnel and organizing effective political-indoctrination 
work with them. 


We should like to emphasize one more aspect in the practical business of 
comprehensive accomplishment of indoctrinational tasks, on which is focused 
the attention of the district's political directorate, party and Komsomol 
organizations. 


Carrying out the instructions of the CPSU Central Committee, USSR Minister 
of Defense, and the Main Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy, 
we are making every effort to enhance the role of ideological-moral in- 
doctrination and to intensify the campaign against rudeness and callous 
attitude toward others, against everything which engenders unhealthy rela- 
tionships in military collectives and which in the final analysis has a 
negative effect on the state of military discipline and on performance 
results in military labor. 


In this district there are many units in which commanders, political workers, 
party and Komsomol organizations, as well as the army community as a whole 
work in a coordinated manner on the moral education and indoctrination of 
military personnel. We view this as a most important factor in strengthen- 
ing discipline. 


This year many units and combined units have not had any accidents or 
serious disciplinary infractions. And as a result performance indices have 
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improved in combat and political training, in operating and caring for 
weapons and equipment. The number of excellent-rated individuals and 
proficiency-rated specialists has increased. In the process of deily 
military labor personnel are displaying excellent moral-fighting qualities 
and showing examples of courage, valor and heroism. 


There is no doubt whatsoever that this conference of army and navy top- 
echelon command-political personnel and the recommendations which have 
been presented will give all our cadres a clearer idea of what qualities 
should be developed in the process of military service and how best to ac- 
complish the tasks of strengthening the educational and indoctrinational 
role of our valiant Armed Forces, which are performing a responsible 
mission assigned by the Communist Party -- to guard the peaceful labor of 
the Soviet people and to serve as a bulwark of world peace. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Lt Gen V. K. Kirilyuk, chief of staff of the 
Red-Banner Transcaucasian Military District: "Implementing the Demands of 
Military Regulations") 


[Text] The educational and indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces 
is being carried out in a comprehensive manner, through the influence of 

a number of interrelated factors on military personnel. An important role 
among these factors is played by the very structure of army life, which is 
defined by the requirements of military regulations. 


Each year the district headquarters and political directorate draw up and 
communicate to the units a plan of measures pertaining to incorporation of 
the demands of regulations into the daily life and activities of the 

units and subunits, and improvement in the forms and methods of work aimed 
at strengthening military discipline and unifying military collectives. Ac- 
tively participating in implementation of this plan are the district's top- 
echelon command-political cadres, commanders, political agencies and head- 
quarters staffs of combined units, and party organizations. They regularly 
examine matters pertaining to military indoctrination, analyze the state of 
military discipline, draw up specific recommendations, and offer practical 
assistance on the spot. 


These questions are discussed regularly and in a systematic manner at con- 
ferences with leader personnel, at meetings, gatherings and seminars for 
party activists, and at instructor-methods classes for commanders and 
staff officers. In this district review-competitions are extensively held 
for designating the top military unit in organization and state of troop 
service, maintenance of military bases, vehicle depots and motor pools, 
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which makes it possible to maintain procedure laid down by regulations in 
guardrooms, at guarded installations and at guard poste, and to improve the 
conditions of performance of service by military personnel. 


Work plane for the unit executive officer pertaining to directing troop 
service are drawn up in the unite taking account of the demands of general 
military regulations and on the basis of recommendations by district head- 
quarters. Execution of these plane makes it possible continuously to 
monitor all matters pertaining to the daily life and activities of units 
and subunits, to elucidate the weakest points in the work being performed, 
to analyze the state of military discipline, guard duty and unit internal 
administration, and to aseiet commandere and staffe in correct deficiencies 
in a prompt and timely manner. 


A decisive role is played by the regimental commander in establishing 

strict procedure laid down by regulations in the units. In view of this 
fact, we attach prime significance to thorough, high-quality training of 
this echelon of command cadres. Every year training conferences are held 
for young and newly-appointed commanders, under the supervision of the 
district commanding general; at these conferences personnel study methods of 
directing combat and political training, organization of troop service, and 
all unit activities and daily routine. This promotes more rapid development 
of the regimental commander as an organizer, leader and indoctrinator of 
subordinates. An important result of this work is an appreciable increase 
in the number of regiments which consistently receive good marks in combat 
and political training. 


Certain experience in training young officers has also been amassed in this 
district. Classes are held for young officers, on a specially elaborated 
program, which make it possible more thoroughly to assimilate the require- 
ments of general military regulations and more rapidly develop methods 
skills of indoctrination and training of personnel. 


The ability of officers to incorporate the demands of regulations into the 
daily life and routine of the troops is taken into consideration when making 
promotion appointments to higher positions. This increases the responsibili- 
ty of military cadres for personal training and the state of affairs in 
subordinate units and subunits. 


in May of this year a demonstration class was held in this district for 
top-echelon command personnel, for the purpose of elaboration of unified 
views on organization and direction of guard duty and unit internal ad- 
ministration and bringing them into strict conformity with the demands of 
regulations. 


In the interests of further improving procedure laid down by regulations 

and strengthening military discipline, monitoring and verification of execu- 
tion of orders and directives of higher agencies have been appreciably 
strengthened. Officers and general officers of the district heedquarters 
staff and political directorate, commanders, political agencies, chiefs of 
combat arms and services take active part in this work. Daily monitoring 











provides the opportunity of greater contact with personnel, to keep current 
on life and routine iu the unite, and to take requisite measures to correct 
elucidated deficiencies in personnel indoctrination. 


The conducted aggregate of measures to improve daily routine as prescribed 
by regulations te a most important factor in the education and indoctrina- 
tion of officers and all personnel in thie district. We view this work as 
practical implementation of the demande of the CPSU Central Committee decree 
of 26 April 1979 calling for ensuring close unity of organizational and 
ideological work. We seek to ensure that the training and indoctrination 
process, all troop daily routine and activities actively influence formation 
in military personnel of a high degree of efficiency, discipline and orga- 
nization, as well ae personal responsibility for etrict observance of Soviet 
laws, the military oath and regulations. 


At the same time we must comment that the educational and indoctrinational 
effect of the organization of military service is not fully manifested in 

a number of units. in some units the role of junior officers, warrant 
officers and noncommissioned officers in strengthening discipline and orga- 
nization in the subunits has been depreciated. Ineufficient attention is 
devoted to equipping this category of commandere with methods of instructing 
and indoctrinating subordinates, as well as knowledge of the fundamentals 

of military education science and psychology. To correct these errors of 
omission means achieving a further improvement in the level of combat train- 
ing, organization and discipline. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Maj Gen B. A. Vasil'yev, chief of the Propaganda 
and Agitation Section and deputy chief of the Air Force Political Directorate: 
"Employing All Forms of ideological Influence”) 


[Text] An increase in the political and labor activeness of Air Force per- 
sonnel and their further uniting behind the Communist Party and its Lenin- 
ist Central Committee constitute a most important result of the work of mili- 
tary councils, commanders, political agencies and party organizations on 
implementing the CPSU Central Committee decree of 26 April 1979. Enlisted 
personnel, noncommissioned officers, warrant officers, commissioned officers 
and general officers are showing increased responsibility for all-out in- 
provement in the combat readiness of units and successful performance of 
combat and political training tasks. Increased political maturity of mili- 
tary aviators and their excellent moral-political and fighting qualities 
were revealed in the course of complex exercises and tests. 











Yorming of the requisite moral-political and fighting qualities in pilote, 
navigatore and all military personnel ia being effected under the beneficial 
influence of the resolutions of the 25th CPSU Congress, party documents, in- 
structions and recommendations contained in the writings and speeches of 
Comrade L. 1. Breshnev. 


The Ait Force Political Directorate, commanders, political agencies, and 
party organizations attach great importance in accomplishing Communiat 
indoctrination tasks to further improvement in the scientific level of 
propaganda and agitation. The main element here is thorough study of the 
writings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and CPSU documents. The main emphasis 

is placed on independent study by officers and general officers, They all 
have annual plan schedules for improving their political knowledge. Officers 
and general officere actively participate in theoretical and scientific- 
practical conferences, in seminars, and in individual discussions. Such 
work forms as writing papers, organizing consultations and presenting prob- 
lem lectures are being more and more extensively employed. 


Selection of political training group instructors has been improved, and 
greater concern for their theoretical and mthodological training and prepara- 
blon is being shown. Propagandist days are held regularly for ideological 
activists. Ideological commissions have been set up by the majority of 

party committees. Demandingness on Communists for their growth in the 

area of ideological theory has increased. 


The political directorate is continuously studying and analyzing the course 
of execution of the CPSU Central Committee decree by political agencies and 
party organizations. Specific-purpose visits to line units and special ac- 
tivist seminars have been organized; reports have been presented by the 
chiefs of a number of political agencies, ideological workers, and party 
committee secretaries. The political directorate has published and sent to 
the units a collected volume of materials, in which advanced know-how in 
political indoctrination of personnel is synthesized. 


At the same time we fully accept criticiem of deficiencies in work with 
leader cadres. We are taking decisive measures to improve their ideological- 
moral indoctrination and are increasing demands on leader-Communists for the 
state of affairs in their assigned work sectors. 


Following publication of the CPSU Central Committee Decree, commanders, 
political agencies, and party organizations proceeded to devote greater 
attention to increasing the effectiveness of propaganda and agitation, prob- 
lems of combat readiness and effectiveness of combat employment of weapons 
and equipment, ideological support of socialist competition tasks, and 
strengthening its indoctrinational effect on personnel. In the units great 
importance is attached to competition publicity and skillful employment of 
various forms of moral incentive for leading personnel and servicemen who 
have distinguished themselves. For example, the top pilot in the regiment, 
based on monthly performance results, is entitled to enter his flights in 
the flight log of a Hero of the Soviet Union who was killed in the war. We 
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are more and more extensively following the practice of awarding challenge 
Red Bannere and Pennants named after Weroes of the Soviet Union, raising a 
flag at the garrison in honor of the top squadron — the competition 

winner == honoring competition winners at Officers' Clube and enlisted men's 
clube, and extensive publicity of the experience of leading personnel in 
army publications. All this exerts considerable indoctrinational effect on 
aviator personnel and increases their responsibility for combat readiness 

of subunite and unite and skilled operation of complex modern equipment. 


Proceeding from the demande of the CPSU Central Committee Decree, we also 
seek to ensure that agitation-propaganda measures conducted in the unites 
focus personnel on performance of concrete taske assigned the units, sub- 
unite, and crews, One of these tasks is to hit targete on the ground and 

in the air on the first pass. Much attention is also devoted to indoctrinat- 
ing aviators in a spirit of a thrifty attitude toward running hours on 
engines, consumption of fuels and lubricants, and efficient utilization of 
time. 


in our educational and indoctrinational work we endeavor to take more fully 
into account changes in personnel which have taken place in recent years, 
as well as growth in the intellectual interests and needs of the men. 

We also consider the fact that the units contain fewer and fewer veterans 
of the Great Patriotic War and that a significant percentage of top- 
echelon command-political personnel lack combat experience. This is why, 
as demanded by the Central Committee decree, we are intensifying indoctrina- 
tion of personnel in the heroic traditions of the party, the Soviet people 
and its Armed Forces. Toward these ends measures are being taken to 
strengthen ties with veterans’ councile. In our work involving indoctrina- 
tion of military aviators in examples of past combat, we extensively 
utilize advice and recommendations, all that ideological wealth contained 
in the remarkable book by Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev entitled "Malaya Zemlya," 
and in his other writings and speeches. 


An important place in education and indoctrination work in the units and 
combined unite is also occupied by publicity of heroic deeds performed by 
aviators in peacetime. Ali our indoctrinational work is aimed at ensuring 
succession of generations, at continuation and augmentation of the heroic 
traditions of Soviet aviation. New generations of winged heroes -- ardent 
patriots and reliable defenders of the socialist homeland -- have been in- 
doctrinated and trained in the glorious Soviet Air Force, under the 
guidance of the Communist Party and its Leninist Central Committee. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Lt Gen Yu. A. Yashin: "In a Spirit of Great Per- 
sonal Responsibility") 
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[Text] The Communist Party, dieplaying unabating concern for the Armed 
Forces, demands that their combat readiness be constantly and continuously 
increased. in conformity with this demand, commanders and political workers, 
unit party and Komeomol organizations focus their main attention on in- 
stilling in each and every serviceman a high degree of personal responsibil- 
ity for excellent performance of combat training tasks, strengthening dis- 
cipline and organization, on developing courage, steadfastness, and bound- 
less love of the homeland. 


The entire system of ideological-political indoctrination of personnel is 
focused on achieving this goal. First of all a high organizational, 
ideological level of Marxist-Leninist training of officers, political train- 
ing of warrant officers, and political inetruction classes for non- 
commissioned officers and enlisted personnel is ensured. Toward this end 
progress in political training of personnel is regularly analyzed, as well 
as its effectiveness in forming in servicemen political maturity, ideologi- 
cal conviction, and class self-awareness. The task consists in helping each 
individual thoroughly study the Lenin ideological-theoretical legacy, party 
documents, vividly demonstrate the great achievements of the USSR and the 
socialist countries in economic development, their historical advantages 
over imperialism, and the Soviet way of life. It is important to instill 
in military personnel pride in their homeland, in belonging to the Soviet 
Armed Forces, to seek to ensure that knowledge of revolutionary theory and 
party policy become transformed into convictions, into an active life at- 
titude of a staunch fighter for communism and against all manifestations of 
an alien ideology, into a guide to action. 


A special place in the ideological-political indoctrination of military 
personnel is occupied by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's remarkable, wise books 
"Malaya Zemlya," “Vozrozhedeniye" [Rebirth], "Teelina" [Virgin Soil], his 
other writings and speeches. Theoretical, scientific-practical and reader 
conferences, heroic-patriotic readings, and seminars, at which servicemen 
receive an ideological charge of enormous mobilizing force, are actively 
utilized for thorough study and execution of the recommendations contained 
in them. 


The entire arsenal of forms and means of political indoctrination work is 
used in educating and indoctrinating personnel in a spirit of high political 
vigilance and class hatred of the enemies of socialism. Top-echelon com- 
mand-political cadres and party activists take active part in this work. 
Continuity and effectiveness of this work is ensured directly where combat 
missions are performed. 


One result of the conducted organizational and political work is the fact 
that officers, warrant officers, noncommissioned officers and enlisted per- 
sonnel possess a deep understanding of their responsibility for the assigned 
task and conscientiously carry out their military duty. Numerous examples 
attest to this. Tougher socialist pledges adopted in honor of the 110th 
anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth have for the most part been accomplished. 
In their daily training routine the men display examples of excellent 
awareness, courage, and staunchness. 
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A complicated and eritical job had to be done in one of the units. A group 
of men == experts at military affaire who had completed their term of mili- 
tary service, headed by Jr Sgt 1. Pisarev and Komsomol group organizer Pfc 
L. Smorodinovy ~~ submitted a request to headquarters that they be permitted 
to remain in service until the job was completed. Their request was 
granted. They labored conscientiously, demonstrating an example to the 
younger personnel, 


An important place in the work of commanders, political agencies, party and 
Komsome] organizations is occupied by ensuring vigilant performance of alert 
duty. In addition to carrying out an aggregate of organizational-techni- 
cal measures, prime attention is focused on the professional and moral- 
psychological training of personnel. It is aimed at instilling in each 

and every man constant preparedness to carry out a combat mission at the 
designated time and in any and all conditions. 


The specific features of command posts and alert duty teams are taken into 
consideration in moral-psychological and professional training; the re- 
quisite conditions are created for enhancing the indoctrinational role of 
the important factors of alert duty. For example, in the course of stand- 
ing duty watch the men form such qualities as selfless love of the home- 
land, Soviet patriotism and socialist internationalism, political 
vigilance and collectivism. Character and volition become toughened, and a 
sense of moral self-monitoring is developed. 


Of great mobilizing significance is the activity of informing personnel on 
CPSU domestic and foreign policy, on the successes of the Soviet people in 
building communism, on the complexity and acuteness of the world military- 
political situation, and on the real threat of military attack on our 
country and the nations of the socialist community. Information centers 
are used to improve the quality and efficiency of political information 
under conditions of alert duty. These centers are equipped with technical 
devices, reference materials, maps, diagrams, and methods aids. 


At the same time concern is also shown for individual indoctrinational work 
directly in the subunits, on alert duty and guard duty. During the period 
of comprehensive preparation and training of alert duty teams, alongside 
working on various mock combat situations and performance standards, 
measures are also taken to ensure thorough train‘’ng and preparation of 
party, Komsomol and propagandist activists. Activist training methods 
centers have been established for this purpose in most combined units. 
They are equipped with various reference-information literature, methods 
aids, and instructions. 


The indoctrinational effect of the formal duty relieving ritual is exten- 
sively utilized. It emphasizes the importance and responsibility of the forth- 
coming duty watch and constitutes that point beyond which military labor 

on the front lines of defense of the homeland begins. 
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The system of crew technical training focuses on accomplishing the Ctaske 
of vigilant performance of alert duty. In addition to scheduled training 
activities, vigorous and purposeful wilitary-technical publicity is con- 
ducted in the units, operation of technical study groups, universities and 
lecture agencies is organized, and training facilities are improved. The 
movement to master adjacent occupational specialties and to train enlisted 
personnel and noncommissioned officers to work at the level of an officer 
and warrant officer has been extensively developed. This produces good 
results. Sgt B. Muetafin, for example, mastered several related occupa- 
tional specialties in 18 monthe of military service and can perform the 
duties of combat crew senior technician, The successes of this sergeant 
were related in a letter of gratitude to the Rasevet Kolkhoz in 
Teelinogradskaya Oblast, where this soldier had been employed as a farm 
machinery operator. We subsequently learned that this letter had been 
read aloud at a general meeting of kolkhoz members and at a specific-topic 
evening activity at the school. 


Good results have been achieved in personnel technical training. The num- 
ber of top proficiency-rated personnel is growing. This has made it pos- 

sible to ensure smoother functioning of crews and has exerted significant 

influence on increasing combat readiness. 


The wealth of revolutionary, labor and fighting traditions of the Communist 
Party, Soviet people, Armed Forces, and our units are extensively utilized 
in instilling in personnel a high degree of vigilance and class hatred 
toward our enemies. This year heroic-patriotic indoctrination of military 
personnel has become considerably enriched. This is connected with such 
major political events as the 110th anniversary of the birth of V. I. Lenin, 
the 35th anniversary of the Victory of the Soviet people in the Great 
Patriotic War, the 25th anniversary of the Warsaw Pact, and active prepara- 
tions for the 26th CPSU Congress. A deep imprint is left in the con- 
sciousness of servicemen by get-togethers, conducted in the units and sub- 
units, with veterans of the Great Patriotic War, Armed Forces veterans, 
specific-topic evening activities, oral journals, and reader conferences. 
The men are proud of the deeds performed by men from their unit, learn 
courage and valor from them, and take an example of selfless service to the 
home land. 


Many heroic-patriotic activities are conducted directly at monuments and 
memorial complexes dedicated to the deeds of Soviet fighting men. Combat 
giory museums and rooms have been transformed into genuine centers for 
publicity of fier*tng traditions. For example, a young serviceman's club 
with the name Shall Not Fade, Traditions Shall Live," has been es- 
tablished and is actively operating under the auspices of one of the 
museums. Just this year more than 40 get-togethers with war veterans have 
been held in this club. 


At the same time we realize that not all tasks connected with increasing 


vigilance and combat readiness have been fully accomplished. Subunit 
training requires further improvement. Nor have questions pertaining to 
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sirengthening military discipline been fully resolved. Commanders, politi- 
cal workers, party and Komsomol organizations are taking measures to 

secure further improvement in the quality and effectiveness of their work 
and to prepare for honoring in a worthy manner the 26th CPSU Congress. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Lt Gen I. D. Stopnikov: "Teach Party Activists") 


[Text] The combat efficiency of party organizations and their ability 
properly to perform their assigned tasks depend in large measure on the 
level of direction of these organizations by political agencies. 


At the present time two interlinked trends are noted in the activities of 
political agencies in the Air Defense Forces. On the one hand greater 
demands are being imposed on each party member for performance of his job 
duties, and this in turn is broadening the opportunities of party organiza- 
tions for implementing party policy and strengthening ties with the mili- 
tary masses. The network of party organizations has become more extensive 
and flexible. Its influence embraces all elements of combat readiness, 

all spheres of personnel daily life and activity. 


On the ater hand there is taking place a steady improvement in the work style 
of the political agencies pertaining to direction and guidance of primary 
party organizations, the forms and methods of party activity are being 
brought into conformity with the new tasks, and a combined approach to 
resolving ideological-indoctrination problems is being vigorously adopted. 


Relying on the Leninist principles and standards of party affairs, 

carrying out the demands of the 25th CPSU Congress and CPSU Central Com- 
mittee decrees, and innovatively utilizing amassed experience and know-how, 
unit political agencies are seeking to ensure maximum effectiveness of 
ideological measures in each party organization and to increase the politi- 
cal activeness of party members. This has made it possible substantially 
to raise the level of party meetings. Routine matters pertaining to combat 
readiness, quality of combat and political training, strengthening of mili- 
tary discipline, and intra-party affairs are presented for discussion by 
party members. 


Decisive measures are being taken to create an atmosphere of high demanding- 
ness, organization, and an innovative attitude by personnel toward their 

job at all levels of the military organism, in each party and military col- 
lective. Discussion at party committee and party bureau sessions and party 
meetings by reports of Communists on performance of their service duties 

and observance of the demands of regulations has become a regular occurrence. 
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Greater demandingness is being applied to execution of party decisions and 
demands of the USSR Minister of Defense and the Main Political Directorate 
of the Soviet Army and Navy, and the state of affaire in all sectors is 
being critically evaluated. 


All seminars of party organization secretaries include reports presented 

by commanders and other officials to inform party activists on progress in 
accomplishing combat and political training plans, current and future tasks, 
and ways to accomplish them. This greatly helps arm commanders with the 
skill of political leadership, the ability to rely in their activities on 
party organizations, to utilize their prestige and influence in the in- 
terests of successful accomplishment of assigned tasks. 


Special attention is devoted to selection, training and indoctrination of 
party organization secretaries, party committee and party bureau members, 
and all party activists. We must state that we have succeeded in accom- 
plishing this task in a positive manner in the course of reports and 
elections. Many ideologically toughened Communists with considerable life 
experience have joined the leadership of party organizations. 


But it is also logical that as a result of reports and elections there has 
occurred an appreciable change of faces among secretary personnel; more 

than 30 percent were elected for the first time. We have established a 
definite system of improving the skills and qualifications of party organiza- 
tion secretaries. The primary concern is to provide them conditions for 
study at universities of Marxism-Leninism. At the present time half of all 
secretaries have completed a course of study or are enrolled in the 
departments of party organizational development and propaganda. 


Party organization secretaries are definitely benefited by well-prepared 
seminars on practical problems of ideological indoctrination activities. 
We endeavor to guide the discussion of topics toward the search for the 

best, most effective forms of working with personnel. 


Open party meetings under the slogan “Live, Work and Fight in a Leninist, 
Communist Manner," with the closest attention devoted to their preparation 
and conduct, constituted a fine school for Communists. In the course of 
these meetings Communists presented many suggestions, permeated with the 
endeavor to achieve further increase in combat readiness and improvement 
of ideological indoctrination work. All suggestions were discussed at a 
meeting of leader personnel and communicated to executing personnel; im- 
plementation of these suggestions was monitored and verified. 


We are endeavoring to communicate more fully to secretaries of party or- 
ganizations materials and conclusions of final inspections in the units. 
Party organization secretaries are invited to attend conferences on in- 
spection results. These conferences are also utilized as an important 
means of informing party organization secretaries on various matters. 
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The firmly established practice of holding unified political days is ex- 
tremely important for personal contact between leader personnel, party 
activists and all military personnel. They make it possible to delve more 
deeply into the status of the ideological indoctrination work of party 
organizations of subunits and to inetruct secretaries directly on the spot. 


An important place within the system of measures ensuring greater effective- 
ness of direction of party organizations is assigned to ideological-politi- 
cal indoctrination of activists and all party members. The party organiza- 
tion secretary, any activist and rank-and-file Communist must not halt 
their theoretical training for a single day. We are persistently en- 
deavoring to ensure that independent study of the worke of V. I. Lenin, 
the resolutions and decisions of party congresses and CPSU Central Com- 
mittee plenums, and the writings of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev is conducted 
continuously and at a high level; we create the requisite conditions for 
independent study and increase the responsibility of party members for 
their own political self-education. Party organizations work to establish 
in the subunits libraries of political pamphlets and help officers ac- 
quire for their personal libraries the complete works of V. I. Lenin and 
the latest political and military literature. 


When we speak of efficiency in the work of party organizations, we mean 
their ability to influence performance of assigned tasks with party methods. 
We are speaking first and foremost of the ability efficiently to organize 
thorough explanation to personnel of the most important party and govern- 
ment decisions and to secure the mobilizing influence of educational, in- 
formational work by bringing them as close as possible to the tasks of 
specific military collectives. If party organizations work vigorously and 
innovatively, they play an important role in the life of subunits. In 

many companies and batteries the number of party members is small, but 
their influence of the state of affairs is clearly felt. 


There have unquestionably been positive changes in direction and leadership 
of primary organizations. At the same time a great many of the deficiencies 
discussed in the report by Army Gen A. A. Yepishev, Chief of the Main 
Political Directorate of the Soviet Army and Navy, are also present in our 
activities. The task of transforming primary party organizations into 
centers for daily ideological indoctrination activity is being accomplished 
slowly. Participation by all Communists in political work with personnel 

is not being secured in full measure, and the responsibility of leader- 
Communists for the level of indoctrinational work is not being increased 
sufficiently vigorously. Some party committees and party bureaus do not 
display persistence in ensuring that the decisions they reach on matters of 
indoctrination are implemented and embodied in practical activities. Party 
committees still rarely receive reports from party organization secretaries 
on specific items and areas of ideological indoctrination work and do a poor 
job of teaching them the practice of educating Communists on party assign- 
ments. The specific features of combat arms and of the different categories 
of personnel are insufficiently considered in ideological indoctrination 
work. 
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We are taking measures to correct existing deficiencies, to ensure that 
each and every primary party organization is a fighting, efficient and 
smoothly-running team, exerting daily influence on high-quality performance 
of the responsible tasks assigned by the USSR Minister of Defense. 


We view as our task mobilization of all our reserve potential and capabili- 
ties for comprehensive preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress, without 
diminishing activeness in the work of party organizations connected with 
celebrating the 110th anniversary of the birth of V. I. Lenin. 
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{Excerpts from speech by Rear Adm E. Yu. Zimin: "Unswervingly Increase 
Vigilance") 


[Text] We accept with a feeli g of pride and great responsibility Comrade 
L. I. Brezhnev's statement that the party views the Soviet Armed Forces as 
a school of political education and indoctrination, a school of tenacity 
and discipline. The Red-Banner Northern Fleet is a component part of this 
combat school, It possesses everything needed to instill in the hearts of 
the men pride in their great people, ardent love for the Communist Party 
and its Leninist Central Committee, implacable opposition to bourgeois 
ideology and instant readiness to defend the achievements of socialism. 


An important feature of the activities of a modern navy is extended ocean 
cruises and calls at foreign ports. There have been visits to U.S., 
French, Norwegian, and Swedish ports in recent years. During these port 
calls our naval personnel are sometimes subjected to openly provocational 
ideological influence on the part of foreign intelligence services and 
propaganda agencies. 


Under these difficult conditions personnel display implacable resistance 

to the manifestations of an alien ideology and morality, to the bourgeois 
way of life, offer a suitable rebuff to provocateurs, represent our home- 
land in a worthy manner, and proudly publicize our successes in building 

communism. 


Visits to foreign ports by Soviet naval personnel constitute a fine school 
of class, ideological conditioning. Behind the surface aspects of life 

in the capitalist society they see its flaws, everything which imperialism 
brings people. 


With intensification of imperialist aggressiveness and aggravation of in- 


ternational tension, provocational NATO military activities are also being 
stepped up close to our territorial waters, in the Barents Sea. Fleet 
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combat training areas have today become an arena of ideological warfare. 
This !s why problems of instilling ideological staunchness, Communist con- 
viction and implacable resistance to bourgeois ideology, securement of an 
aggressive nature to propaganda and agitation as well as all political 
indoctrinational work constantly occupy the attention focus of commanders, 
political agencies and party organizations. They educate and indoctrinate 
personnel in a spirit of ideological staunchness and great political 
vigilance. 


Thorough study of Marxism-Leninism, theoretical and practical party ac- 
tivities constitutes the foundation for forming a Communist philosophical 
position in military personnel and their conviction in the historical ad- 
vantages of socialism over capitalism. We constantly and persistently ex- 
pose the class, reactionary essence of the ideology and policies of im- 
perialism and Chinese hegemonism, their anti-Saviet, anticommunist thrust; 
we seek to ensure that all this work is done in a concrete and efficient 
manner. Theory conferences and Lenin readings, for example, were widely 
held on board ships and in units, especially in connection with preparations 
for the 110th anniversary of the birth of V. I. Lenin. Unified political 
days, which make it possible to enlist leader personnel and the rank-~-and- 
file propaganda activists to address the men on current political topics, 
began to be held on a regular basis. 


The principal indicator of the effectiveness of all this work is the level 
of combat readiness of warships and the ability of crews to perform their 
assigned mission in any situation. We must note that personnel demonstrate 
a high level of military skill, courage, steadfastness, and the ability to 
perform skillfully in the most stressful situation. 


Each extended cruise is a major test for the commander, political worker, and 
the entire ship's company. Therefore preparations for sea should be 
thorough and comprehensive. We seek to achieve this. We teach commanders 
and political workers skillfully to get their bearings in a complex situa- 
tion, boldly to make intelligent decisions, to ensure precision actions by 
the crew, to instill psychological stability in the men, and to focus them 
on surmounting all difficulties. 


Close attention is also focused on preparing each and every officer, 
warrant officer, petty officer and enlisted man for sea, their ideological, 
psychological and physical conditioning, and developing a high degree of 
vigilance in personnel. This produces positive results. 


But there remain many unresolved problems in training and preparing crews 
for extended duty at sea, problems in organization of ideological in- 
doctrination work at sea. For example, an important role in education and 
indoctrination work is played by documentary films, which expose the 
aggressive policy of NATO bloc member nations. But such films are in short 
supply. There are also few films designed to reduce psychological stress. 
There is a shortage of reference literature on sociopoltical problems, etc. 








In no measure, however, can this or should this affect the level of per- 
formance of the responsible missions aseigned warship crews. 


Commanders, political workers and all personnel, deeply cognizant of the 
responsibility aasigned to them in guarding the sea boundaries of our home- 
land, will do everything necessary in order constantly and continuously to 
increase combat readiness, vigilance, and to strengthen discipline. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Col V. S. Polkovnitsyn, commanding officer of the 
Red-Banner Taman’ Guards Motorized Rifle Division imeni M. I. Kalinin: "Dis- 
cipline -- Key to Success") 


[Text] A central task in the activities of commanders, political workers, 
party and Komsomol organizations is implementation of the party's demand on 
the USSR Armed Forces: to be in a continuous state of combat readiness. 
This task is comprised of many factors. One of them is clear-cut organiza- 
tion of the training process. This is why we devote very serious attention 
to each and every activity in the field, on the training ground and firing 
range. Bringing training activities as close as possible to actual modern 
combat and a high degree of stress and highly-dynamic situation favorably 
affect forming of the serviceman's character and develop in him courage, 
the will to win, and the ability to act decisively, boldly, and with 
initiative. 


Ensuring a high level of training activities, the command edifice, 
political section, party and Komsomol organizations display constant con- 
cern for further improving political indoctrination work with all categories 
of military personnel. Their efforts are directed chiefly toward ensuring 
that no individual remains beyond constant and continuous political in- 
fluence. 


Unified political days are held regularly in our division, with the par- 
ticipation of leader personnel. In the subunits the men have been 
addressed by Army Gen V. Govorov, district commanding general, by Col Gen 
K. Grushevoy, military council member and chief of the district political 
directorate, by officers and general officers from district headquarters 
and the directorates, by officials of local party and Soviet bodies, as 
well as scientists and cultural workers. 


A political day on the topic "V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the Necessity of 


Strict Observance of Socialist Rule of Law" was held with all categories 
of military personnel. 
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A weighty contribution to ideological indoctrination of military personnel 
is being made by the agitation and propaganda team attached to the com- 
bined unit's political section and by agitation and propaganda groups. 
Their members regularly present lectures and reports on matters pertainiug 
to military indoctrination and publicize the demands of the military oath 
and military regulations. Open Komsomol meetings with the foldowing 
agenda: "The Soviet Army -- School of Indoctrination" have been held on a 
high organizational level in this division. 


Lenin readings and lessons, specific-topic evening activities, discussions 
on the demands of military regulations and the military oath are conducted 
in all companies and batteries. A display stand has been set up in every 
Lenin room, graphically showing the demands of Soviet military discipline. 


An important role in instilling a high level of discipline in military per- 
sonnel is played by publicity and dissemination of the glorious fighting 
traditions of our guards division and the deeds of its personel. Each 

and every enlisted man, noncommissioned officer, warrant officer and com- 
missioned officer is familiar with its fighting history and is proud of 
serving in this famed combined unit. 


We devote particular attention to work with young officers. At special 
methods training sessions experienced commanders and political workers 
acquaint them with leading indoctrinational work methods and pass on their 
knowledge to recent service school graduates. 


Party and Komsomol organizations are a reliable support of unit and subunit 
commanders. Communists and Komsomol members comprise 98 percent of division 
personnel, and 100 percent in nine battalions and half of all companies and 
batteries. Party and Komsomol organizations seek to achieve exemplary 
performance by all Communists and Komsomol members in duty performance, 
combat training, and personal conduct. These matters are regularly dis- 
cussed at party and Komsomol meetings. 


Improvement in living conditions, personal services, rest and recreation 
conditions for personnel also promotes improvement in organization, dis- 
cipline, and successful performance of all tasks. Barracks facilities have 
been substantially refurbished in recent years. Today our barracks meet 
the most modern demands. Military base grounds are well groomed, and new 
enlisted men's clubs, trade and service facilities have been built and are 
in operation. The men respond to the concern of party and government with 
further strengthening of combat readiness and additional success on the com- 
bat training fields. More than one third of division personnel, one out of 
every five companies and batteries, and one out of every four battalions 
have achieved marks of excellent in combat and political training. Dozens 
of military personnel have been awarded government decorations and honorary 
Lenin certificates for success in combat training and mastery of new equip- 
ment. 
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The guardemen are carrying out with honor the responsible tasks assigned 
by party and government. They worthily represent the Soviet Armed Forces 
in military parades and take active part in practical performance of the 
most diversified tasks of economic and cultural conetruction and develop- 
ment, Our division's truck drivers have hauled hundreds of thousands of 
tone of agricultural loads, and combat engineers have disarmed hundreds of 
explosive devices. 


In a complex situation the fighting men of the Taman' Division have time 
and again displayed courage and valor, dedication to duty and the military 
oath. Here is just one example. When the temperature stood at 30 degrees 
beiow zero Celsius, tank commander Sgt A. Pavlov plunged into icy water to 
rescue costly equipment and fellow soldiers. 


Deeply cognizant of their military duty to guard the peaceful labor of the 
Soviet people and defend the achievements of socialism, the men of the 

famed Taman' Division are doing everything to ensure that the yeur of 
active preparations for the 26th CPSU Congress is a year of shock-work 
combat training, a year of further strengthening of discipline and organiza- 
tion, and improvement of combat readiness. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Maj Gen B. V. Tarasov: "Constant Search") 


[Text] Implementation of the demands of the CPSU Central Committee decree 
of 26 April 1979, the campaign to strengthen the educational and indoctrina- 
tional role of the Soviet Armed Forces, has become a focus of special 
concern on the part of commanders, political agencies, party and Komsomol 
Organizations. First and foremost, our principal efforts are directed to- 
ward further improving the entire system of political indoctrination of 
military personnel in a spirit of dedication to the cause of the party, 
flawless performance of one's patriotic and internationalist duty, and 
friendship among the peoples of the USSR. We also attach great importan-e 
to improving the training process as a powerful indoctrinational factor, 
development of a conscientious attitude toward military labor on the part 
of each and every serviceman, and securement of indoctrinational effect on 
personnel by the entire structure of military service, and in particular 
precise execution of the daily routine, improvement of drill performance, 
extensive employment of military rituals, and strengthening of the in- 
doctrinational influence of military collectives. 


The diversified activities of commanders, political workers, and agitation- 


propaganda activists in the area of implementing the CPSU Central Committee 
Decree has had a positive effect on the state of ideological work. In the 
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course of preparations for the 110th anniversary of V, 1, Lenin's birth, 
there has been an appreciable increase in personnel interest in studying 

the Lenin theoretical Legacy, CPSU domestic and foreign policy. Comrade 

L. lL. Brezhnev's memoirs "Malaya Zemlya," "Vogrozhdeniye" [Rebirth], and 
"Teelina"” [Virgin Soil] have become desk-top reference books of every 
officer, party and Komeomol activist. The "A Library of Lenin's Works in 
Every Lenin Room and a Lenin Book for Each Serviceman" movement, which 
originated with us, has grown greatly in scope. Indoctrination of service- 
men in revolutionary and fighting traditions has assumed great significance. 


Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev's visit to the troops of the Tranebaikal Military 
District in 19/8 left an indelible impression in the consciousness of 
Transbaikal military personnel. His instructions diligently to protect our 
native soil, vigilantly to guard the eastern borders of our homeland and 
to be worthy of the tame of the veterans of the Great Patriotic War have 
become a guide to action for each and every serviceman. 


Increased demands on level of combat readiness and military discipline 
oblige us constantly to seek and find more efficient ways to increase the 
effectiveness of ideological and mass agitation work. Organization of 
ideological work while on the march is of definite interest in this regard. 
Under these conditions agitators are designated taking into account the 
specific situation on each tank and infantry fighting vehicle crew, and on 
each missile launcher and gun crew. Communists are vigorously enlisted 
for the conduct of mass agitation work, and a combination of forms of 
mass-political and individual work is secured. Employing helicopters, 
political agencies send out agitation-propaganda teams to the routes of 
march and rest areas. 


At our most recent tactical exercise we specially studied organization of 
mass agitation work and personnel political information taking into account 
available capabilities and specific situation features. This made it pos- 
sible to structure ideological work under field conditions in a more busi- 
nesslike manner, more effectively to utilize technical means of propaganda, 
to provide newspapers to personnel in a prompt manner, etc. 


Unitied political days greatly increase the effectiveness of ideological 
work. Leader personnel take active part in their conduct. Questions 
received from servicemen are synthesized, and prompt measures are taken in 
response. With this approach the unified political day is transformed into 
an effective means of political influence. 


Of particularly current significance to us is the CPSU Central Committee 
demand to expose the hegemonistic, great-power policy course of the Peking 
rulers, their aggressive aspirations, and their joining up with the 

forces of imperialism, reaction, and war. The volume of Russian-language 
programming broadcast by stations in China has recently shown an appreciable 
increase. The Maoist mass media agencies are spewing into the air an 
avalanche of lies and slander against our party and the Soviet people. 

Under these conditions commanders, political agencies, headquarters staffs, 


53 








party and Komeomol organizations are directing their main efforts toward 
developing in personnel a high degree of political vigilance and the ability 
to evaluate the phenomena of societal affairs from a class position, and to 
build a solid barrier against the penetration of bourgeois and Maoiat 
propaganda into our ranks. 


Implementing the CPSU Central Committee decree of 26 April 1979, we are 
seeking reserve potential for further increasing the effectiveness of party 
political work and all-out strengthening of ideological influence on all 
aspects of military Life and combat training, on all categories of military 
personnel, This entire work is directed toward securing a high level of 
combat readiness, improving the quality of field and weapons proficiency, 
and the ability honorably to carry out the responsible mission of protecting 
the Far-Eastern borders of our homeland which has been assigned to us. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Lt Gen 1. N. Indenko, assistant commander for 
Military Educational Institutions and Civilian Military Training, Red-Banner 
North Caucasus Military District: "We Are Raising Young Patriots") 


[Text] Certain positive know-how has been accumulated in heroic-patriotic 
indoctrination and military training of secondary-school and college 
students in the republics, krays, and oblasts contained within the North 
Caucasus Military District. This work has everywhere taken on a systemtic 
character and has begun to be conducted continuously and in a more purpose- 
ful manner. 


Questions pertaining to the military-patriotic indoctrination of youth and 
the state of military training in our schools, at secondary and higher 
educational institutions are regularly discussed at military council meet- 
ings, in the district's political directorate, and at local party, Soviet 
and Komsomol agencies. In recent years, under the supervision of party 
oblast, city and rayon committees, meetings of mass-defense work activists 
have begun to be held on a regular basis, gatherings which play a positive 
role in the military-patriotic indoctrination of young people and their 
preparation for military service. 


Joint measures aimed at teaching activists the practical techniques of mili- 
tary-patriotic indoctrination have become a regular part of the activities 

of political agencies and local party entities. The role of military commis- 
sariats and military-patron relations has increased appreciably in this im- 
portant business. 
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With the aim of further improving military-patriotic work, scientific- 
practical conferences have been held at the initiative of the district 
political directorate, with the participation of party oblast and kray coa- 
mittee department chiefs, Komseomol workers, representatives of military 
commissariate, military unite, veterans councile and DOSAAF organizations. 


Thie district offere good conditions for military-patriotic indoctrination 
of young people preparing for military service. Within the district there 
are more than 700 museums and more than 10,000 combat and labor glory rooms, 
more than 1,000 military=patriotic clube and universities of the future 
serviceman, and a large number of military sports camps. Many servicemen 
who are Komsomol members are working as volunteer Pioneer leaders in our 
schools. 


Councils have been set up, attached to party oblast and kray committees, 
to organize milicary-patriotic work. The membership of these councils in- 
cludes top officials from party and Komsomol agencies, military units and 
oblast military commissariats, and representatives of the press, radio and 
television. Similar councils are operating on a volunteer basis under the 
auspices of many party city and rayon committees. 


An important contribution to military-patriotic work is made by veterans 

of the party ond revolution, Komsomol, and the Soviet Armed Forces. Just 
during the preparations for celebration of the 35th anniversary of Victory, 
they organized thousands of excursions to sites of revolutionary, combat 
and laber glory of the older generations, presented hundreds of lectures 
and reports, held Lenin readings, courage lessons, specific-topic evening 
activities, and morning activities on historical-revolutionary and mili- 
tary-patriotic themes. 


in all republics, krays and oblasts within this district, competition for 
the coveted honor of serving on Mamay Hill is held among induction-age 
youth. On the recommendation of Komsomol kray and oblast committees, mili- 
tary commissariats assign to this garrison production leader®, outstanding 
students, and Komsomol activities. 


Many interesting initiatives were born during the Nationwide Memory Watch, 
dedicated to our great Victory. Prior to the anniversary day the military 
council, jointly with party and Soviet agencies, organized a propaganda 
excursion. Participants visited memorials to heroes killed in action and 
addressed military personnel and toilers in the hero-cities of Volgograd 
and Novorossiysk. Two national conventions greatly enriched these ac- 
tivities: Air Force veterans convened in Krasnodar and Novorossiysk, and 
missile troops and artillery veterans got together in Volgograd. 


An important role in the military-patriotic indoctrination of district military 
personnel and civilian youth is played by publicity and dissemination of the 
fine fighting traditions of the Armed Forces, the Red-Banner North Caucasus 
Military District, and publicity of the revolutionary and labor traditions 

of the Lower Volga, Don, and North Caucasus. The servicemen and young 
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people of the North Caucasus take pride in the fact that Viadimir Ll'ich 
Lenin, leader of the revolution, wae an honorary Red Armyman of the 195th 
Yeyek Rifle Regiment. We are proud of the fact that one of the vivid pages 
in the war biography of CPSU Central Committee General Secretary Comrade 

L. |. Breahnev, Chairman of the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, in- 
volves the heroic battles of the North Caucasus, Organizers of military- 
patriotic work extensively utilize thie wealth of material. 





Many positive things are also being done in this district in preparing 
young men for military service. In particular, universities of the future 
serviceman are operating in Volgogradskaya Oblast, at which several 
thousand preinduction-age youth are enrolled. They attend lectures on 
fighting traditions, get together with veterans of the Great Patriotic War 
and outstanding personnel in training, and make excursions to military 
units and service schools, where they become acquainted with military life 
and routine, weapons and equipment. Fine training facilities have been 
established in this oblast for military training of civilian youth. 


Valuable experience in the conduct of mass-defense months has been amassed 
in Rostovekaya Oblast. During a month dedicated to the 62d anniversary 

of the Soviet Armed Forces, more than 10,000 lectures and reports on mili- 
tary-patriotic topics were presented at defense organizations and enter- 
prises in this oblast; approximately 5,000 get-togethers between young 
people and war and labor veterans were held, as well as approximately 

3,000 specific-topic evening activities, film-lecture evenings, and film 
festivals. All this constituted a significant contribution to the cause of 
strengthening and further development of military-patriotic propaganda and 
mass-defense work. 


One such specific-topic evening, on the theme "To You, Beloved Soviet Army", 
was held at the Palace of Culture of the famed Rostsel'mash Production 
Association. Hero of the Soviet Union Col (Ret) S. Malyy spoke on the 
fighting history of the Soviet Army. The audience then listened with close 
attention to a report by Hero of Socialist Labor N. Drobysheva, malleable 
cast iron shop brigade leader, who reported on brigade performance during 
the defense watch in honor of the 62d anniversary of the Soviet Armed Forces 
and on how, together with her brigade, this watch was stood by an additional 
114 of the association's brigades, with all meeting the February production 
target by the holiday. 


Today's practical activities have advanced many other work forms and 
methods pertaining to moral-political preparation of youth for military 
service. Official ceremonies honoring young men departing for service in 
the Armed Forces have become traditional in Northern Ossetia, for example. 
Review-competitions for best preparation for military service are held in 
this republic on a regular basis. Secondary school and college students 
make annual visits to memorable sites in the USSR. Students at the 
Northern Caucasus Mining and Metallurgical Institute in the city of 
Ordzhonikidze, for example, conducted considerable research, following the 
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hiatorical route of the 18th Army, in which Comrade L. |. Brezhnev served 
ae political section chief, One result of thie excursion was the opening 
ot an 18th Army combat glory museum, which became a center for military- 
patriotic activities at that higher educational inetitution. 


Also meriting attention is such a work form as regular get-togethers for 

the mothers of military personnel. A conscript day is held in an in- 
structive manner in a number of rayone in Krasnodarsekiy Kray, Volgogradskaya 
and Rostovekaya oblasts. Hero of the Soviet Union prizes have been 
established for enlisted personnel and noncommissioned officers in active 
service, 


Military training of secondary-school and college students is also con- 
ducted in a close link with heroic-patriotic indoctrination. Today one 
out of every three conscripts has mastered a military technical specialty 
at DOSAAF and vocational training organizations. 


in short, the district contains all necessary conditions for serious 
preparation of youth for service in the army and navy and for indoctrinating 
young people in a spirit of Soviet patriotism and proletarian interna- 
tionalism, in a spirit of dedication to the revolutionary, fighting and 
labor traditions of the party, people, and its Armed Forces. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Col Gen Justice A. G. Gornyy, chief military 
procurator: “Legal Knowledge for Every Serviceman") 


[Text] As was noted in the report by Army Gen Comrade A. A. Yepishev, 
strengthening of the educational and indoctrinational role of the Armed 
Forces is inseparably linked with further improvement of legal education 
of all categories of military personnel and conduct of measures in the 
units and on naval ships which are aimed at all-out strengthening of orga- 
nization and discipline. 


The resolutions of the 25th CPSU Congress, other party documents, and the 
USSR Constitution point to the necessity of the strictest observance of 
socialist rule of law in the activities of all officials and indoctrina- 
tion of Soviet citizens and military personnel in a spirit of an implacable 
attitude toward violations of Soviet laws and any antisocial manifesta- 
tions. 


There has been established in the USSR Armed Forces a specific system of 
legal education of personnel, and positive experience has been amassed in 
a combined approach to its planning and conduct. These activities were 
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stepped up following publication of the CPSU Central Committee decree 
entitled "On Measures to Improve Legal Education of Toilers" and were sub- 
stantially enriched in the course of implementation of the CPSU Central 
Committee decrees entitled "On Further Improvement of Ideological and 
Political Indoctrination Work" and "On Improving Work on Preserving Law and 
Order and Inteneifying the Campaign Against Law Violations." 


Explanation of Leninist teaching on the state and law, the resolutions of 
the 25th CPSU Congress, CPSU Central Committee decrees, the instructions 
and recommendations of Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev on strengthening socialist 
rule of law and the campaign against law violations constitutes the basic 
content of all legal education activities. Considerable attention is 
focused on dissemination of the provisions of the USSR Constitution, new 
laws promulgated on the basis of the Constitution, thorough and comprehen- 
sive explanation to military personnel of the demands of the military 
oath and military regulations. Further strengthening of discipline and 
organization in the units and fleets, which ensures increased combat 
readiness of units and naval ships, constitute the main result of all 
legal-education activities on the part of military councils, commanders, 
political agencies, staffs, military justice agencies, party and Komsomol 
organizations. 


At the same time the effectiveness of legal education is still inadequate 
in a number of areas. Some measures are being carried out at a low level, 
divorced from the actual state of affairs in military units, which has a 
negative effect on the state of legal order and military discipline. 
Dissemination of legal knowledge sometimes lacks profound disclosure of 
the sociopolitical significance of legal standards, aggressiveness and 
sharpness of condemnation of antisocial manifestations and their concrete 
bearers. The percentage share of general measures is too high. In- 
sufficient attention is devoted to small subunits, in particularly those 
physically separated from military units, as well as to individual legal 
education work with persons inclined to discipline infractions. 


Legal education is not always focused on thorough explanation of the 
requirements of the Universal Military Service Obligation Law and the 
provisions of the USSR Constitution. 


There still frequently occur cases where officials, while calling for 
strict observance of laws, regulations and orders, whose primary obliga- 
tion is to implement them, fail to bolster their appeals with deeds and 
grossly violate or distort them. In particular, serious harm is done to 
strengthening rule of law by illegal orders and instructions. There still 
occur instances of violation of disciplinary practices by some officials. 
Commanders and political workers do not always objectively and in a high- 
principled manner appraise the state of affairs regarding discipline and 
observance of legal order in subordinate military collectives. Some com- 
manders fail to display a personal example in carrying out the demands of 
Soviet laws, the oath and military regulations. All this harms the cause 
of education and indoctrination of personnel. 


+8 














Greater attention in the activities of commanders, political agencies, and 
party organizations should be focused on developing in all categories of 
military personnel a thrifty attitude toward state and military property, 
funds and supplies. It is essential that all agencies and public organiza- 
tions in the army and navy, including the Judge Advocate's Office and 
military tribunala, more resolutely combat bourgeois ethics and private-~ 
ownership psychology, which characterize certain military personnel. 


Open court proceedings are of great importance in preventing criminal acts, 
in indoctrinating military personnel in the spirit of strict observance 

of the law, and in creating in military collectives an atmosphere of in- 
tolerance toward law violations. 


However, Lenin's demand that lessons be extracted from all court proceed- 
ings is many times not fulfilled. As we know, a considerable percentage 
of law violations in the army and navy are perpetrated on the soil of 
departures from the demands of regulations, including in the organization 
of garrison duty, guard duty, and within-unit administration. These 
primary causes of law violations, however, are being corrected in a number 
of areas without the necessary persistence and principledness. The army 
and navy community, comrades’ courts, and Komsomol organizations are still 
playing tor weak a role in the campaign against violations of Soviet rule 
of law. 


A person's conduct is determined by his ideological-moral conditioning. 
This i: why the party devotes so much attention to enhancement of the 
educational and indoctrinational role of the Armed Forces and demands that 
every serviceman develop an active life attitude and a high degree of 
ideological and moral-legal conviction, 


Military legal service agencies see as their task that of further increas- 
ing, in conformity with party demands, high-principledness, aggressiveness 
and initiative in the campaign against law violations in the army and navy, 
improving the quality of preventive work and dissemination of legal knowl- 
edge, and exerting more effective assistance to commanders and political 
workers in the organization and conduct of legal education of military 
personnel. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Maj S. M. Kudinov, chief of the Airborne Troops 
Political Section for Komsomo] Work: "With the Enthusiasm of Youth"] 


[Text] The CPSU Central Committee decree entitled "On Further Improving 
Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work" assigns Komsomol organizations 


59 





a large and responsible task: persistently and consistently to implement 
the deathless Leninist behest to "study communism," and to work to carry 
out the tasks stated by Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev at the 18th Komsomol 
Congress, This is why it is necessary for us Komsomol workers and ac- 
tivists to encompass to the greatest possible extent with ideological 
influence all youth groups, indoctrinating young people in a more ef- 
ficient manner in the revolutionary, fighting and labor traditions of party 
and people, in a spirit of Communist morality. 


Unswervingly following the behests of the great Lenin and carrying out the 
decisions of the party Central Committee, Komsomol organizations of the 
Airborne Troops are concentrating their principal attention on further 
strengthening the political and moral conditioning of young people and 
developing in them a striving toward military knowledge and mastery of com- 
bat equipment and weapons. We attach primary importance in this work to 
indoctrinating military personnel in the example of the life and activities 
of the leader of the revolution, Communist Party and Komsomol veterans. 
Preparations for celebrating the 110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth 
promoted in the most favorable manner an increase in the interest of young 
people in studying the Lenin ideological-theoretical legacy. 


Political instruction classes are the principal form of ideological condi- 
tioning of young servicemen. Komsomol committees and bureaus devote con- 
stant attention to ensuring personal exemplary performance by Komsomol 
members in political education. Such forms of political indoctrination as 
the Lenin Test and the "We Shall Continue and Build Upon the Traditions of 
Our Fathers" movement have also proven effective. These forms are con- 
stantly being enriched, with new content being added. The Lenin Test 

and attendance at an All-Union Komsomol Meeting will remain forever in the 
memory and hearts of young paratroopers. The Lenin Lesson entitled "We 
Shall Study Communism and Defend Communism in a Leninist Manner" and the 
"Comrade Lenin, I Report to You" youth sociopolitical certification con- 
ducted in the course of this lesson constituted a school of total devotion 
to the ideals of the Great October Revolution. 


Practical deeds are the finest manifestation of moral fiber. Komsomol~-men- 
ber paratroopers study and master military science with the eagerness and 
enthusiasm of youth. They have people to set an example, from whom to 
learn courage, valor, and nobility. 


"Emulate heroes!" is a slogan which always captivates youth and fills hearts 
with a thirst for heroic deeds. 


The threads of outstanding traditions have firmly bound all generations of 
Soviet citizens. Paratroopers are sacredly preserving and building upon 
these traditions. They are following a correct path. And their road is 
illuminated by the unextinguished Eternal Flame, kindled in honor of fallen 
heroes. 
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And they continue to be with us today. Marching with us shoulder to 
shoulder are those who did not live to see the day of victory — 9 May 
1945, Military youth want to know more and more about them. The new 
generation of armed defenders of the homeland is being educated e.d in- 
doctrinated on the example of the heroic deeds of their fathers and 
grandfathers. 


There remain fewer and fewer of those who, having borne the incredible 
burdens of war on their shoulders, are still living and working with us. 
Thus the value of each and every word spoken by an active participant in 
the historic battles of the Great Patriotic War is becoming inc «singly 
greater. Our Komsomol work in the area of indoctrinating youth in the 
example and experience of the war veteran generation, as well as in the 
example and experience of those who, continuing their traditions, are dis- 
playing examples of military valor today, should acquire increasingly more 
purposefulness. 


Recently an article entitled "Two on a Reserve Chute" appeared in the news- 
paper KRASNAYA ZVEZDA under the column heading "According to the Laws of 
Courage."' Paratrooper Komsomol members Pvts Anatoliy Kolesnik and 

Vitaliy Sergiyenko were the winners in a clash with the elements during a 
practice jump: a strong feeling of comradeship, military skill and self- 
mastery were the victor. 


Military service has become for us a school of life's wisdom, honor and 
nobility, and friendship among servicemen of different Soviet nationalities. 
[, a Komsomol worker, am always pleased by the fact that wherever I go, 
whatever subunit I visit, | see everywhere profound interest in military 
service, the open and honest gaze of young fighting men; I hear the joking 
and laughter of my comrades, Communists and Komsomol members. Although I 
know full well that precisely on that day they completed a forced march of 
many kilometers, had worked at the firing range and tank training area, 

and had worked on hand-to-hand fighting, and they were now preparing for 

a difficult night jump. 


Such an attitude in military collectives is unquestionably created by com- 
prehensive work by commanders, political agencies, and party organizations. 
And it is pleasant to acknowledge that all this also contains a portion of 
our Komsomol labor. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Lt Gen P. A. Zhilin, chief of the Institute of 
Military History of the USSR Ministry of Defense: "Important Means of Mili- 
tary-Patriotic Indoctrination" ] 
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(Text) Everything connected with the military defense of our nation, with 
the Civil War and the Great Patriotic War evokes broad public interest in 
this country. Books, motion pictures, and TV broadcasts on the military 
history of our homeland are read and viewed with unabating interest by 
millions of people of all ages. These works possess enormous attractive 
force and exert strong influence on the forming and shaping of the moral 
countenance of the Soviet citizen. Books on military history are the most 
popular with the general reader. More than 18,000 historical-scholarly 
writings and memoirs have been published just on the Great Patriotic War, 
in a total of more than 800 million copies. 


What is the reason for such interest in military history? Primarily the 
fact that military history as a science, in addition to its cognitive role, 
also performs other important functions which are of great importance 
for instilling in the people and military personnel socialist patriotism, 
pride in our party, our people, and our Armed Forces. 





Military history preserves the wealth of experience of warfare amassed by 
many generations. Knowledge and utilization of this experience is ac- 
quiring under present-day conditions as well great importance for im- 
proving theory and practice of military affairs. Military history in- 
troduces into theoretical deliberations a rational element, warns one 
against extremes, against errors, and offers extensive material for sub- 
stantiated conclusions and syntheses. Saturated with numerous facts and 
examples of heroism, it also provides highly valuable material for military- 
patriotic education and indoctrination and constitutes a powerful factor 
in the business of forming in Soviet citizens and military personnel a 
strong feeling of love for the homeland, responsibility for its fate, and 
constant readiness selflessly to defend their socialist homeland. 


The Communist Party has always attached great importance to assimilation 
and dissemination of military experience and know-how. During the years 

of civil war V. I. Lenin insisted on the necessity of a profound study of 
military history. He demanded that commanders and political workers 
assimilate everything of value which had been amassed by military science 
and art of warfare of the past. He viewed this as the professional obliga- 
tion of the military man. 


The patriotism and mass heroism of Soviet citizens displayed in the Great 
Patriotic War is a special, incomparable phenomenon. The feat accomplished 
by millions of Soviet citizens vividly displayed the qualities developed in 
them by the party and by the entire social structure of our life. It is 

an important task to make a thorough study of this experience and fully to 
utilize it for educating the younger generation. This is a problem of 
national importance, which is resolved by the joint efforts of party, 
governmental, and public organizations and by many scientific establish- 
ments. 


Dissemination and publicity of heroic traditions is conducted in this 
country on a broad scale Such mass organizations as Komsomol, the Znaniye 
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Society, DOSAAF, and the War Veterans Committee take active part in it. 
They organize lectures, reports, and get-togethers between war veterans and 
tollers, Pioneers, and Komsomol members. Addresses by war veterans and 
famed commanders and military leaders have become a widespread occurrence, 


A get-together between war veterans and toilers is a meeting of generations. 
Nothing can take the place of vivid words spoken by a war, combat veteran 
as regards force of profound patriotic influence. An effort should be made 
to ensure better preservation for future generations of the testimony of 
war veterans and to collect such valuable documents as letters from the 
front, which reflect both the dramatic and heroic pages of the Great 
Patriotic War. 


Military-history museums play an important role in dissemination of military- 
historical knowledge and military-patriotic education. The Central Museum 

of the USSR Armed Forces, the Battle of Borodino Museum-Panorama, the 

Brest Fortress Museum, and the Great Patriotic War museums in Minsk and 

Kiev are widely known throughout the country. Presently under development 
are museums with a "Battle of Stalingrad" panorama in Volgograd and 

"Defense of Moscow" panorama on Poklonnaya Hill, Moscow. Combat glory 
museums in many cities and at sites of major battles, in districts and 
fleets, and at unit and combined unit clubs have become unique centers of 
patriotic indoctrination. 


Military history has been and remains an arena of acute ideological war- 
fare. Our ideological adversaries, resorting to falsifications and utiliz- 
ing any and all means, distort military history in the crudest fashion, 
particularly the history of the Great Patriotic War, and slander the Soviet 
people and their army. They seek to present a distorted reflection of 
events on the Soviet-German front, to denigrate the great victories of the 
Soviet Armed Forces, and to distort the picture of the Soviet warrior- 
liberator. It is not surprising that the Great Patriotic War has become 
the “unknown war" to the Western reader and viewer. At the same time 
propaganda for the purpose of rehabilitating fascism has been conducted 

on a large scale for quite some time now in the West, particularly in the 
FRG. A "Hitler wave" has literally swept over West Germany's bookstores 
and movie screens. 


Naturally one cannot ignore such phenomena. Exposure of fascism, its 
ideological essence, its crimes and atrocities is of great scholarly and 
ideological importance. 


Maoist historiography has also stepped up its falsification activities. 
Many books and collected volumes of articles on military history are cur- 
rently being published in China. The military history of our homeland, 
including pages of history connected with settlement by our pioneers of the 
distant hinterlands of Siberia and the Far East, is fairly frequently 
grossly distorted in these books. 
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The task consists in waging a tireless campaign against antiscientific con- 
cepts and attempts to distort the genuine significance of events and facts, 
to present in a false light the heroic history of the great Russian people 
and the other peoples of the Soviet Union, 


At the scholarly level many teams of scholars at scientific resear' insti- 
tutes of the USSR Academy of Sciences, the CPSU Central Committee in citute 
of Marxism-Leninism and its affiliates, and departments of histor’ © war- 
fare and the art of warfare at service academies engage in resear | »n and 
publicity of our people's heroic past. Problems connected with ti. -ough 
study and synthesis of military history, particularly of the Great Patriotic 
War, utilization of combat experience and glorious traditions for the 

sake of further strengthening the Soviet Armed Forces, and exposing of 
bourgeois falsifications also occupy the center of attention of the staff 
of scholars at the USSR Ministry of Defense Institute of Military History. 
Work is being completed on such major studies as "Istoriya vtoroy mirovoy 
voyny 1939-1945" [History of World War II, 1939-1945] and "Sovetskaya 
Voyennaya Entsiklopediya" [Soviet Military Encyclopedia]. These are the 
first such studies produced in this country and are also of enormous im- 
portance for increasing the scientific knowledge of our officer cadres. 
They are being distributed in foreign countries and are exerting influence 
on the forming and consolidation of Soviet, Marxist views on major 
questions pertaining to the origin and causes of the war and the decisive 
role of the Soviet Union in achieving Victory. 


Institute scientists actively participate in propaganda activities: they 
present lectures and reports in military units, at enterprises, and es- 
tablishments. 


Systematically organizing active work connected with the military-patriotic 
indoctrination of Soviet citizens, the Institute staff maintains close con- 
tacts with the Komsomol Central Committee, the board of the All-Union 
Znaniye Society, the War Veterans Committee, the staffs of central news- 
papers and magazines, radio and television, the Central Museum of the USSR 
Armed Forces and institutes of the USSR Academy of Sciences. 


We render considerable assistance to Goskino in making military-patriotic 
films. The Institute has provided consultation for 51 military-patriotic 
films, including the series documentary film "Great Patriotic War," and 
directly participated in preparing texts for 20 films of the series. 


On the whole much has been accomplished in publicizing our homeland's 
heroic past. But there also remains unutilized potential. We believe that 
in order to achieve further improvement in the ideological and scientific 
level of dissemination of traditions and better results in utilizing such a 
factor as military experience in defending our nation, it is high time 

to improve this work organizationally, achieving well-coordinated, purpose- 
ful and cooperative activity by all organizations. The main thing is to 
ensure that such coordinated activity not only focuses on a given date, on 
a given historical event, but is conducted systematically and becomes a 
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permanent trend in military-patriotic education and indoctrination of all 
Armed Forces personnel, 


lt is an extremely honorable obligation to indoctrinate young people and 
our military personnel in a spirit of constant preparedness selflessly to 
defend their homeland and to form in them such excellent qualities as 
courage, heroism, self-sacrifice, and total devotion to the homeland. 
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[RFxcerpts from speech by Lt Gen B. P. Utkin, military council member and 
chief of the Political Directorate of the Red-Banner Volga Military 
District: "In Close Unity") 


[Text] To instill in the younger generation a sense of historic responsibil- 
ity for the fate of socialism, for the prosperity and security of the home- 
land is one of the most important tasks assigned to party and Komsomol or- 
ganizations by the CPSU Central Committee in the decree entitled "On Further 
Improvement of Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work."" To ac- 
complish this task successfully means first and foremost to improve in 

every way the level of ideological conditioning of young people and to 
develop in them boundless love of the homeland and willingness to stand 

to its defense at all times. 


Military~patriotic indoctrination of toilers and practical preparation of 
young men for service in the Soviet Army have always occupied and continue 
to occupy the center of attention of the district military council and 
political directorate. In accomplishing this task they work in close co- 
ordination with party and Soviet agencies of the district's republics and 
oblasts. Many useful and interesting measures have been conducted jointly. 


A special place in military-patriotic work is occupied by education of the 
rising generation on the example of the life and career of Vladimir Il'ich 
Lenin. His life and career constitute a model, a moral compass for today's 
youth. 


There are many notable Lenin sites in our district. Each visit to these 
sites excites military personnel, young boys and girls, causing them to 
think about their place in life and about their civic duty. The Lenin 
memorial in Ul'yanovsk has become a methods center for dissemination and 
publicity of V. I. Lenin's theoretical legacy, the ideals and policy of 

the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The Ul'yanovskaya Oblast CPSU and 
Komsomol committees, together with the political agencies of military units, 
organize the most diversified activities here. 
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We should note that matters of military-patriotic education and indoctrina- 
tion are discussed regularly by the military council, with the participation 
of representatives of tle CPSU oblast committees. Meetings of masse-defense 
work activists are held in ail oblaste and republics. Reports at these 
meetings are presented by {iret secretaries of CPSU oblast committees, the 
district commander, and other military council members. 


At the initiative of (he Orenburgskaya Oblast CPSU Committee, such forms of 
military-patriotic indectrination as scientific-practical conferences and 
heroic-patriotic readings from Comrade L, Ll. Brezhnev's books "Malaya 
Zemlya," 'Vozrozhdeniye"” |[Rebirth], and "Tselina" (Virgin Soil] are active- 
ly utilize This year the district military council and political 
directorate, jointly with the Chuvash, Mordovian and Bashkir ASSR CPSU 
oblast committees held scientific-practical conferences on Comrade L. |. 
Brezhnev's book "Na strazhe mira i sotsialigma" [Guarding Peace and Social- 
ism]. 


During the period of preparations to celebrate the 110th anniversary of the 
birth of V. Ll. Lenin and the 35th Anniversary of Victory over fascist 
Germany, scientific-practical conferences were held in some cities, devoted 
to Lenin's behests on defense of the socialist homeland. The district mili- 
tary council and political directorate took active part in holding in 
Orenburg an AL1-RSFSR Scientific-Practical Seminar on Problems of Indoc- 
trinating Youth in the Revolutionary, Fighting and Labor Traditions of the 
CPSU, the Soviet People and Its Armed Forces. Mass get-togethers between 
military personnel, war veterans and Heroes of the Soviet Union were held 
during celebration of the anniversary of Victory. 


The activities of the museum and combat glory rooms have become enriched 
with content. Just during the Victory anniversary celebration days the 
museum of history of the district's troops was visited by several thousand 
persons. The military council and political directorate, jointly with the 
Kuybyshevskaya Oblast CPSU Committee, organized an event honoring veterans, 
both on reserve status and on active duty in the Armed Forces. An official 
evening of celebration at the "Fighting [Female] Friends" club was organized 
for female veterans of the Great Patriotic War. A report from this event 
was broadcast on Kuybyshev television. 


Official veteran parades were held in oblast and republic capitals, in 
cities, towns and villages. Political rallies and official meetings were 
held, wreath-laying ceremonies at monuments and memorials, as well as ex- 
cursions to sites of revolutionary and combat glory. Military personnel 
also took active part in all these activities. 


Among the joint events held, which left a deep impression in the conscious- 
ness of toilers, youth and military personnel, were official receptions of 
Heroes of the Soviet Union and full holders of the Order of Glory by oblast 
party committees; mass meetings of mothers whose sons are serving in the 
Soviet Army. "Operation Dawn" was very moving: at 0800 hours on Victory 
Day schoolchildren went to every war veteran, wished them well on this 
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holiday and presented them with tlowers and mementos, Lessons in courage 
and get-togethers between young people and veterans of war and labor were 
held at enterprises and establishments, 


An important role in military-patriotic indoctrination of youth 1s played 
by military training officers. Many of them are highly respected by fellow 
faculty members and do a fine job of military-vocational orlentation for 
students. At the majority of general and vocational schools display 

stands have been set up at their initiative, relating the experience of 
school graduates who have enrolled at military educational institutions, 
and display cabinets are set up to publicize the military officer's career 
choice, 


Much is being done in the area of military-patriotic education by the young 
cosmonaut school established on the initiative of the Orenburgskaya Oblast 
Komsomol Committee and the political section at the Orenburg Higher Military 
Aviation Pilots School imeni [. S. Polbin. The entire course of study at 
the school is set up to instill in young boys a love of the military 
profession, to give them certain knowledge on the aviation disciplines, 

to provide them pliysical conditioning, and to develop totally dedicated 
defenders of the homeland. During the years it has been operating, it has 
trained more than 800 persons, approximately 540 of whom have chosen a 
career in the military. 


More than 20 military-patriotic schools have been established and are 
operating in the district; thousands of boys are currently receiving train- 
ing at these schools. “Young Friends of the Soviet Army," "Young Border 
Guards," and "Young Dzerzhinskyites" detachments, and military-patriotic 
clubs, in which future military personnel receive basic military knowledge, 
have been set up in the autonomous republics and in all oblasts. 


Radio and television have begun to Se more fully utilized in military- 
patriotic indoctrination of youth. Memoirs of veterans of the Great 
Patriotic War and materials on the heroic deeds of people from the Volga 
are published in all oblast and republic newspapers. 


Party and Soviet officials of autonomous republics and oblasts, leading 
production workers, scientists and representatives of the artistic intel- 
ligentsia appear on the pages of the district newspaper ZA RODINU. Ar- 
ticles by the first secretaries of CPSU oblast committees, chairmen of 

the Presidia of the Supreme Soviets and Councils of Ministers of autonomous 
republics, executive committees of oblast Soviets, and first secretaries of 
Komsomol oblast committees are published. These are lively accounts of the 
successes of the tollers of the Volga and the Southern Urals in achieving 
the targets of the 10th Five-Year Plan, on improvement in our people's 
living standards, and on the flourishing of science and culture. 


Exchange of entire columns between the newspaper ZA RODINU, republic and 
oblast newspapers has become a regular practice. The district newspaper 
prepares for local newspapers typeset materials on the anniversary of the 
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Soviet Armed Forces, selected materiale on Victory Day, and materials 
under the column heading "This Is How Local Boys Are Serving in the Mili- 
tary." Military-patriotic indoctrination etaffs have been set up and are 
actively operating at all TV studios. In Kuybyshev this unit is called 
"Under Combat Banners," in Orenburg -- "Father's Field," in Kazan’ -- 

"In Military Service," and in Saratov <= "Deed." This productive alliance 
between military and civilian journalists will unquestionably bring mutual 
benefit and serve the cause of military-patriotic indoctrination of mili- 
tary personnel and civilian youth. 


Participation by the artistic intelligentsia of the Volga and the Southern 
Urals in military-patriotic indoctrination of the civilian population has 
apprectably increased. The military council and political directorate 
regularly organize get-togethers between military personnel and writers, 
composers, artists, and actors, and inform them on life and activities in 
the military. Hero of Socialist Labor Mustay Karim, a folk poet of the 
Bashkir ASSR, poet N. Pal'kin, chief editor of the magazine VOLGA, and 
actors from opera and dramatic theaters frequently get together with mili- 
tary personnel. 


Also important is the following. Many servicemen have been elected to CPSU 
oblast, city, and rayon committees, Supreme Soviets of autonomous 
republics, oblast, rayon, village and settlement Soviets. At meetings of 
party committees and at sessions of Soviets they disclose advanced know- 
how in military-patriotic work and state problem items. This also 

produces results. Unified political days on military-patriotic topics 

have begun to be held in the oblast and republics on the suggestion of 
military representatives. 


Servicemen-deputies, as members of local Soviet permanent commissions and 
groups, actively participate in discussing military-patriotic work with 
young people at the schools, higher educational institutions and at enter- 
prises. They regularly study the status of this work, assist in improving 
it, and play an appreciable role in strengthening and coordinating co- 
operation between oblast party committees and the district political 
directorate. Military-patron relations have improved. Military units and 
schools in this district have patrons -- industrial enterprises, general 
and specialized secondary schools. Considerable and diversified military- 
patriotic work is performed. The men of the units and service school 
trainees hold courage lessons. They organize instruction classes in mili- 
tary-technical study groups and lend assistance in setting up military 
affairs offices and in building display stands and models on military 
training topics. 


Analyzing the effectiveness of our work connected with military-patriotic 
education and indoctrination of toilers and youth, we also see unresolved 
problems. One of these, which requires joint actions on the part of local 
party, Soviet and military agencies, is improvement of military-occupa- 
tional preparatory training of youth for military service. A critical 
question in connection with this is that of the military-professional and 





teaching abilities of military training inetructors, Some of them possess 
only secondary education and do not always eneure an adequate level of 
elementary military training and military-patriotic indoctrination. Evident- 
ly there should be a more persistent effort to enlist experienced in- 
doctrinatore from available reserve officers to serve ase military training 
instructors, 


Training facilities for basic military training of general and vocational 
school students is of considerable importance. Unfortunately facilities 
still frequently fail to meet today's demands, It is aleo necessary to 
make efforts to expand the network of various clube and sports camps, and 
to involve students and working youth in these activities. 


it ie necessary to improve work connected with the moral indoctrination of 
preinduction youth. This problem can be resolved on the basis of joint 
planning with the CPSU oblast committee and conduct of measures pertaining 
to moral education and indoctrination of youth, and active involvement of 
the best army and propagandist cadres in thie work. 


There are also a number of other problems success in resolving which is 
determined to a significant degree by further strengthening relations be- 
tween the military council, political directorate, and political agencies 
with local party and Soviet bodies. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Col D. P. Viasov, editor of SLAVA RODINY, news- 
paper of the Red-Banner Carpathian Military District: "With the Word of 
Party Truth" ] 


(Text ] Implementing the demands of the CPSU Central Committee decree of 

26 April 1979, our newspaper is endeavoring to render increasingly effective 
assistance to commanders, political agencies, party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions in the ideological-political, military and moral indoctrination of 
personnel, strengthening of discipline and organization, and increasing 
vigilance and combat readiness. Our staff's principal attention is focused 
on broadly publicizing and disseminating Lenin's teaching on defense of the 
socialist homeland and revealing the activities of the Communist Party 
aimed at implementing our leader's behests. Articles entitled "The Party's 
Leninist Foreign Policy," "V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on Imperialism as Source 
of Wars and on the Need for Great Vigilance," “Leninist Theory of Socialist 
Revolution and the Present Day," "Triumph of Leninist Nationalities Policy," 
"The Leninist Art of Party Propaganda," plus a number of others have evoked 
a lively response from our readers. 
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We publish propaganda articles by Doctors of Historical Sciences R, 
Bedzhanyan and KR. Brodekiy, Candidates of Historical Sciences Docentes 

L. Lyubimakiy, B. Sheherbak, F. Fomenko, and others, Solid, productive 
relations have been established with them. Periodically appearing on the 
pages of our newspaper are articles by the firet secretaries of the party 
oblast committees of all oblaste in which are stationed troops of the Red- 
Banner Carpathian Military District, as well as district high-echelon of- 
ficials. 


The newspaper has attached particular importance to reporting on open party 
meetings with the agenda "Live, Work and Fight in a Leninist, Communist 
Manner." A layout entitled "We Are Emulating Il'ich" was published on the 
first such meeting, held in a certain tank unit. With articles written 

v Communists we have shown their attitude toward mastery of Marxist- 
Lominist theory, toward vigorous dissemination and implementation of party 
decisions, and toward carrying out the behests of the great Lenin, one's 
service and party luty. 


In the last two months the district newspaper has published a number of 
articles, sketches, and reports under the heading "We Are Comparing Life 
According to Il'ich," and a correspondence has been established between the 
men of the district and youth in a number of oblasts in the Ukraine. These 
materials not only discuss the work forms of party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions in indoctrinating young people in the example of the Life and career 
of our leader, but also relate how people become enriched by the wisdom of 
Lenin's ideas and how these ideas become conviction and guide their actions. 


For more than a year now the newspaper has been running a detailed dis- 
cussion on utilization in the practical activities of political workers 
and party activists of the instructions and recommendations contained in 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's books "Malaya Zemlya," “Vozrozhdeniye" (Rebirth) 
and "Tselina" (Virgin Soil]. The core of this cycle of materials is com- 
prised of problems pertaining to increasing the aggressiveness of party and 
Komsomol organizations and instilling in Communists and Komsomol members 
ideological staunchness, high principles, a vigorous attitude toward life, 
and a strong feeling of responsibility for the state of affairs in military 
units. 


Readers greeted with great interest appearance on the pages of SLAVA 
RODINY the first article appearing in our press which dealt with the ac- 
tivities of Comrade L. I. Brezhnev in the post of Carpathian Military 
District political directorate chief. The article "First Year After 
Victory" made an attempt to interpret and synthesize the valuable ex- 
perience of ideological and organizational work during the period of es- 
tablishment and development of this district and to isolate those elements 
which can be utilized by today's commanders and political workers in the 
interests of political and military indoctrination of the defenders of the 
homeland. 
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| should also like Co mention such an aspect as criticiem of deficiencies 
in ideological work. Gde Capt 5, Yepikhin, a propagandist in a certain 
unit, wrote an article entitled "Measures in the... Flow." In thie 

article he diecussed the fact that some political workers and party ac- 
tiviete become carried away with quantity of measures, to the detriment of 
quality. Propagandiet Maj M. Zinchenko, in an article entitled "A Ticklish 
Question,” leveled criticism at formaliem in practical ideological-indoc- 
trination work and presented an analysis on why some officers avoid individ- 
ual work with subordinates, rarely present lectures and talks to their men, 
and tail to study the attitudes and needs of personnel. 


Following Che appearance of these and other critical articles, the news- 
paper published replies on measures taken and subsequently returned time 
and again to the questions raised by the authors of the articles, informing 
the readers how the revealed shortcomings were being corrected. 


The newspaper has begun more purposefully and vigorously publicizing Com- 
munist ideals and the advantages of the Soviet way of life, exposing 
bourgeois ideology, militarist preparations by the imperialists, and the 
anti-Soviet essence of the policies of the present Chinese leaders. 


Reader conferences and SLAVA RODINY questionnaires produced requests that 
the newspaper more frequently publish materials on moral indoctrination and 
conduct a detailed discussion on military ethics. Responding to these 
leader requests, the editors have introduced a new column entitled "Let's 
falk About Military Ethics." 


Many questions pertaining to indoctrination work are raised in materials 
published under the heading "Family Counsel." These materials discuss the 
microclimate in the families of military personnel, mutual relationship 
between officers, warrant officers and the members of their families, as 
well as indoctrination of the rising generation and the activities of 
military unit womens’ councils. 


At the same time we must acknowledge that we are not utilizing all op- 
portunities and capabilities to iorm a Marxist-Leninist philosophical 
position and ideological staunchness in military personnel. 


Fine plans are drawn up by the newspaper staff. They contain many in- 
novative schemes, but many are not implemented. Why is this? Poor verifi- 
cation of plan execution, as well as insufficient utilization of the 
energies and innovative capabilities of correspondents. 


Another important deficiency in the work of the newspaper staff is the fact 
that some articles are chiefly of an informational nature. They do a poor 
job of analyzing the course of combat and political training, party- 
political and mass agitation work, and fail to level criticism at lagging 
performers and discipline violators. 








The party and its Central Committee have always viewed and continue to view 
the press as a powerful weapon. As was stated at the All-Union Conference 
of Ideological Workers held last October, journalism is an aggressive, 
militant activity, requiring excellent moral-political and professional 
qualities, moral strength and, most important, profound conviction and 
solid knowledge. And we military journalists are making every effort to 
render effective assistance to commanders, political agencies, party and 
Komsomol organizations, with the impassioned word of party truth and our 
daily Labor, in training and indoctrinating the armed defenders of the home- 
land. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Maj Gen A. I. Demin: "High Achievements of Baikal- 
Amur Mainline Workers" ] 


{Text} Military railway troops are performing with great patriotic en- 
thusiasm the task assigned by the homeland and party pertaining to con- 
struction of the eastern section of the Baikal-Amur Mainline. An indelible 
impression was made on them by get-togethers with CPSU Central Committee 
General Secretary Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, Chairman of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet, during his visit to Siberia and the Far East. The 
troops accepted Leonid Ll'ich's instructions and recommendations as an 
operation order. 


Socialist competition plays a prominent role in the political, labor and 
moral indoctrination of military personnel. We devote prime attention to- 
ward ensuring a high degree of responsibility on the part of military 
personnel for successful accomplishment of adopted pledges. Toward this 
end we employ all forms of party-political work to explain and clarify the 
enormous importance of this construction project and focus the men toward 
shock-work labor. 


Competition for ahead-of-schedule laying of the main track on the Urgal- 
Berezovka section was organized with a high degree of effectiveness. This 
has made it possible to open up for train operations one year ahead of 
schedule along a 500-kilometer section of BAM, running to the Pacific 
Coast. All of us experienced feelings of enormous moral satisfaction with 
the results of our labor and a fresh influx of productive energies, upon 
hearing Leonid Il'ich Brezhnev's warm message of greeting, which contained 
the following words: "It is gratifying to note that this outstanding 
victory has been achieved thanks to the selfless labor of railway troops, 
who are making their contribution to the homeland's peaceful, productive 
labor." 





The courage and labor heroism of the military heavy equipment operators 
who distinguished themselves in rock excavation work on the approaches 

to the Dusse-Alin'skiy Tunnel are widely known along the entire BAM, 
Realizing that the pace of rail line construction depended to a consider- 
able degree on the readiness of this section, the equipment operators con- 
tinued working even when temperatures plunged to 50 degrees below zero 
Celsius. 


We are seeking to utilize more fully moral and material incentives in 
boosting labor and sociopolitical activeness of personnel. Hundreds of 
military personnel have been awarded decorations for excellent results in 
socialist competition, Many Komsomol members and young servicemen have 
been awarded the Komsomol Central Committee "For Participation in Construc- 
tion of BAM" badge. Eight officers have been awarded Lenin Komsomol prizes. 
As we know, Challenge Red Banners of the CPSU Central Committee and USSR 
Council of Ministers, the military councils of the Railway Troops and Far 
East Military District, local party agencies and Soviets have been es- 
tablished tor award to units actively participating in construction of the 
BAM. The Ministry of Defense film studio, kray and oblast motion picture 
and TV studios regularly produce newsreel documentary films on the military 
service and workdays of military construction personnel on BAM. The 
central press, radio, and the district newspaper devote much attention to 
this theme. 


Service in harsh climatic conditions and the hard labor of rail line con- 
struction constitute a fine school of life for our men, toughen them 
mentally and physically, develop industriousness and a feeling of col- 
lectivism, and help train for the civilian economy highly-skilled cadres 

of heavy equipment operators and specialists in many occupations. All this 
is gratifying and generates energy for new accomplishments. 


However, critically appraising the results of our activities in light of 
the demands of the CPSU Central Committee decree entitled "On Further Im- 
provement of Ideological and Political Indoctrination Work," we can see 
that not all reserve potential has been utilized. For example, some party 
organizations are insufficiently working on adoption of advanced know-how 
in indoctrinational and organizational work. 


It is both a great honor and a great responsibility to work ardently and 
with inspiration, to labor for the glory of the homeland in an important 
sector of the economy. Acknowledgment of this fact calls BAM construction 
workers to achieve new levels in socialist competition. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Capt V. V. Kaplin, political directorate assistant 
chief for Komsomol work, Red-Banner Far East Military District: "Komsomol 
Member -- Dedicated Fighter"] 
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(Text) Speaking from the rostrum of the 18th Komsomol Congress, Comrade 

L. Ll. Brezhnev highly praised the men of the Far East Military District. 
Leonid Ll'ich stated that during his trip to the East he had become 
acquainted with those persons entrusted with guarding our borders and those 
who perform their difficult military service there. The borders of the 
homeland are reliably protected against all unexpected occurrences; the 
detense of the homeland is in experienced, capable hands. 


We can be rightly proud of the fact that we serve on the sacred borders of 
our homeland, inheritors of the glory of heroes of the Civil War and the 
Great Patriotic War. Their deeds are continuing in our deeds. 


Komsomol committees and bureaus devote the closest attention to Communist 
indoctrination of young military personnel and their ideological condi- 
tioning. Attention is concentrated first and foremost on improving the 
quality of classes involving all forms of political education. One out 

of every three political instruction group leaders and 97 percent of all 
assistant group leaders in the district are Komsomol members. Committees 
and bureaus have done much to increase their responsibility for the in- 
teresting content, solid argumentation, emotional charge and effectiveness 
of political instruction classes with enlisted personnel and noncommissioned 
officers. 


The "Implement the Resolutions of the 25th CPSU Congress!" All-Union Lenin 
Test constitutes an effective, continuously-enriched means of forming in 
military personnel a high degree of political and moral maturity and socio- 
political activeness. Elaboration by test participants of personal com- 
prehensive "We Are Studying Communism and Defending Communism" plans and 
Organization of the campaign for their implementation with subsequent 
youth certification enable Komsomol committees and bureaus as well as all 
military personnel more fully to evaluate their actions, to evaluate them 
with the measure of those lofty qualities possessed by V. I. Lenin and his 
companions-in-arms, which are characteristic of the finest representa- 
tives of our socialist society. 


"Lenin's Cause Lives and Triumphs" sociopolitical readings, the "We Are 
Studying Communism and Defending Communism in the Leninist Manner" Lenin 
Lesson, and the "To Labor and Accomplishment With Lenin's Name and Under 
Party Leadership!" All-Union Komsomol Meeting were held in all Komsomol 
organizations during the period of preparation for and celebration of the 
Lenin anniversary. 


Guided by the CPSU Central Committee decree of 26 April 1979, Komsomol 
organizations have increased their attention toward heroic - patriotic 
indoctrination of youth, especially toward forming in young people pride 
in service in the Red-Banner Far East Military District, and a lively in- 
terest in the heroic history and glorious present of this kray. We have 
truly inexhaustible possibilities for such work. Volochayevka and Spassk, 
Khasan and Khalkhin-Gol, Komsomol'sk-na-Amure and BAM -- these are only a 
few of the landmarks in the struggle and labor of the Soviet people, which 








give a special coloring to the educational and indoctrinational work of the 
district's Komsomol organizations. Hundreds of memorials and displays in 
the museums and combat glory rooms of combined units and units tell young 
military personnel about the Russian pioneers in the Far East -- Ivan 
Moskvitin, Semen Shelkovichnikov, Vasiliy Boyarkov, Yerofey Khabarov, as 
well as the courageous and exciting life of Vasiliy Blyukher, Pavel 
Postyshev, Sergey Lazo, and Vitaliy Bonivur. 


Our young people are taking active part in the All-Union Excursion to sites 
of revolutionary, combat and labor glory of the Soviet people, in the 
Memorial Watch, and in Revolutionary Glory Week. Specific-topic evening 
activities entitled ‘The Far East -- Russian Land From Time Immemorial" 

and "On the High Banks of the Amur" were successfully held in Komsomol 
Organizations on the eve of the 35th anniversary of the Great Victory, and 
135 plazas and tree-lined walks were built, named after heroes of war and 
labor. 


Recently a number of concrete measures have been carried out pertaining to 
execution of the Komsomol Central Committee Bureau decree entitled "On 
Tasks of the Komsomol Organizations for Further Improving Preparation of 
Youth for Service in the Ranks of the Armed Forces and Strengthening Ties 
With Military Units." This substantially enriched our joint work with 
kray and oblast Komsomol committees and made it possible to coordinate it 
better and to instill in all young people a heightened sense of the 
country's border and the highest degree of vigilance, conditioning and 
stamina. 


In the chronicle of the daily military activities in this district there 

are many examples of courage displayed during performance of military 

duty. Here are just two of them. Young party member Ashot Kazaryan, 
Komsomol organization secretary, plunged unhesitatingly into a fire to 

save property belonging to the people. Komsomol members Vladimir Chernyakov, 
Yuriy Marchenko and their comrades entered into combat with the elements, 
rescuing the inhabitants of a village. 


We could cite many such examples. They constitute persuasive evidence of 
the fact that the young people of this district possess a strong com- 
prehension of their military duty, loyalty to combat traditions, and 
firmness of ideological conditioning. 


Instilling in young military personnel class self-awareness, a high degree 
of political vigilance, and implacability toward bourgeois and Maoist 
ideology and morality has acquired particular importance for Komsomol 
organizations, for U.S., Japanese and Chinese propaganda agencies are 
constantly beaming anti-Soviet radio broadcasts in many languages of the 
peoples of the USSR. 


In the interests of counteracting bourgeois and Maoist propaganda, in- 
stilling in military personnel correct political views on events at home 
and abroad, and a class hatred toward the enemies of our homeland, 
Komsomol committees and bureaus extensively utilize regular efforts to 
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inform youth on the hostile intrigues of imperialism and Maoism, and 
materials published in the district newspaper SUVOROVSKIY NATISK, under the 
section heading "Ours Is a Frontier District. Vigilance Should Be the 
Highest." Specific-topic evening activities entitled "Serviceman! The 
Border Is Close By, and You Are Responsible for It,"' and group viewing of 
national and local TV programs are organized. 


The effectiveness of ideological-moral indoctrination of the young people 
of this district is most fully manifested in practical deeds, in combat 
training and service. The results of the winter training period and suc~- 
cesses in summer field combat training attest to the increased skill of 
military personnel in tactical, weapons, air operations and technical 
training. Their moral-political and psychological conditioning has been 
boosted to a new and higher level. Among Komsomol members, the number of 
Soviet Army excellent-rated individuals has increased by 80 percent over 
last year, while there has been a 7 percent increase in the number of tank 
and artillery unit crews all the members of which are proficiency-rated 
specialists and which have achieved complete mutual interchangeability. 
All companies, batteries and squadrons the rolls of which contain Heroes 
of the Soviet Union have entered the summer period with performances 
rated good and excellent. For 10 years in a row now the designation of 
excellent has been earned by the helicopter regiment imeni V. I. Lenin, 
in which Sr Lt V. Osin serves as Komsomol committee secretary. 


This list of examples could go on and on, but ©. think that what we have 
already listed is sufficient to draw the folloving conclusion: the 
ideologically convinced young fighting men of our district, who are 
devoted to their people, are vigilantly standing guard on the Far Eastern 
borders of the homeland. 
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[Excerpts from speech by Rear Adm N. K. Fedorov, commandant of the Higher 
Naval School imeni M. V. Frunze: "Teaching Skills for Cadets")] 


[Text] One of the principal tasks of ideological and political indoctrina- 
tion work is to form in future naval officers Communist conviction, 
ideological steadfastness, dedication to the Communist Party and Soviet 
people, as well as the ability to pass on these qualities to their sub- 
ordinates. This school's commanders, political workers and faculty mem- 
bers devote much energy to successful accomplishment of this task. They 
see their job as more fully utilizing amassed advanced know-how, finding 
ways and reserve potential for further improving ideological work, more 
deeply studying the needs of the cadets, better seeing prospects for 
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improving thelr professional and special training, and forming in them 
qualities of political leaders and indoctrinators. This requires a con- 
stant, innovative search and persistent adoption of advanced forms and 
methods of teaching and indoctrinating cadets. 


A clear-cut system of forming in cadets political indoctrination work 
skills has been established at the school. A comprehensive long-range 
pian has been drawn up and adopted under the supervision of the political 
section. It covers the entire period of training and includes the prin- 
cipal measures conducted at the school, in the department and in the cur- 
riculum-specialization cadet subunits. Implementation of this plan is 
rigorously monitored, as is cadet participation in the work of party and 
Komsomol organizations. Much is done to enhance the role of the depart- 
ment as that center which determines unity of the curricular, scientific 
and indoctrinational process, improvement in the ideological-theoretical 
level of teaching the social sciences, and strengthening party-mindedness 
in teaching military, special, and general scientific disciplines. 


A method of forming political-indoctrinational skills in cadets has been 
developed. It includes presenting reports and papers at seminars, taking 
turns in putting out news bulletins, etc. In their last years of study 
cadets conduct political information sessions, hold political instruction 
classes in service and maintenance subunits, present reports at city 
enterprises, and conduct vigorous military-patriotic work at schools under 
patronage. 


At party-political work course seminars, cadets analyze disciplinary 
practices and draw up plans and schedules for political-indoctrination 
work with subordinates. The course ends with a scientific-practical con- 
ference on the topic ''The Commander -- Organizer of Political-Indoctrina- 
tion Work in the Subunit." 


Special tactical exercises, where knowledge in the area of political- 
indoctrination work is improved and political indoctrination skills are 
developed in a combat situation, have become a fine school for graduating 
debts. 


Competitions m problems in the social sciences, in which all cadets ac- 
tively participate over the course of many years, are a most important 
component part of the training process and development of independent work 
skills. Cadets achieved great success at the 8th All-Union Competition of 
Student Projects in the Social Sciences. Questions pertaining to political 
indoctrination of subordinates, ardent patriots and internationalists, and 
forming in them a vigorous attitude toward life and a class approach to 
assessment of the phenomena of societal affairs occupy an important place 
in their competition projects. 


Individual learning sessions between command-political and faculty per- 
sonnel and future officers constitute an important area of forming 
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palitical-indoctrination work skills. Serious conversations with navy 
veterans and experienced instructors who possess considerable life ex- 
perience help develop such qualities needed by the indoctrinator as con- 
cern for subordinates and the ability to assess actions from a party posi- 
tion and to find the correct solution to indoctrination problems both under 
conditions of daily routine and in a combat situation. 





Comrade L. I, Brezhnev's books "Malaya Zemlya," "Vozrozhdeniye" [Rebirth], 
and "Tselina” (Virgin Soil] constitute priceless material in this regard. 
All cadets and officers at this school take active part in discussing them 
at reader conferences. 


Practice teaching is a critical period in forming political indoctrination 
skills in cadets. It is preceded by thorough preparation: plans and 
schedules are prepared, get-togethers are arranged between practice 
teaching supervisors, commanders and political workers of combined units 
and training ships, party-Komsomol activists are job-assigned, personal 
task assignments are determined, and materials are selected for cadets in 
conducting mass agitation measures. 


School representatives visit the fleets to study how the tour of duty in 
units is proceeding for fifth-year cadets, to synthesize the service ex- 
perience of graduating cadets, and they accompany cadets on extended 
cruises. 


The party Central Committee points to the necessity of teaching and indoc- 
trinating future specialists in conformity with the demands of science, 
incorporating scientific research and recommendations in the teaching 
process. Methods recommendations are elaborated at the school in the area 
of ideological-political and military indoctrination of cadets during the 
learning process and on developing political indoctrination work skills in 
the cadets. 


We attach great importance to strengthening military collectives, creating 
a strong moral atmosphere in them, and consolidating conscious military 
discipline and procedure laid down by regulations. 


It is primarily Communists who possess the loftiest moral and political 
qualities, a strong sense of responsibility, and the ability correctly to 
teach and indoctrinate subordinates. For this reason the political section 
and party organizations devote constant attention to indoctrination of 
young Communists. Party organizations have been established in all cadet 
subunits, and party groups in a number of classes. Young Communists are 
elected to executive Komsomol bodies, take part in organizing and holding 
Lenin readings and specific-topic evening activities, perform the duties of 
agitators and news bulletin editors, conduct patron work in the schools and 
take part in scientific project competition. 


Skilled cadres who have experienced the solid school of naval service and 
who have received fine education and scientific training are working at our 
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school. They include many veterans of the Great Patriotic War. They 
skillfully pass on their experience and know-how to the cadets. All this 
produces positive results. The fleets are receiving fine replacements. 

The young officers possess solid political indoctrination working skills. 
Many have been elected to party and Komeomol bodies and serve as political 
instruction group leaders. Some recent graduates have been awarded decora- 
tions and medals, have received assignment promotions and have been 
promoted in rank sooner than normal. 


Achieved success in forming political indoctrination work skills in cadets 
constitutes a solid foundation for further improving the training process 
and for an effective campaign to attain new achievements in training of 
future officers. 
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POLITICAL TRALNING: ECONOMICS AND MILITARY POWER 
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[Article” by Col S. Bartenev, candidate of econun.c sciences, docent: 
"Economics and Military Power") 


[Text] The 10th Five-Year Plan is rapidly drawing to an end. its impres- 
sive social and economic program were defined by the 25th CPSU Congress, 
and the results will be summed up at the forthcoming 26th party congress. 
We can already say, however, that during these five years our homeland's 
economic strength grew considerably and that great success has been 
achieved in our scientific and cultural development and in the improvement 
of the people's welfare. 


The current five-year plan has been one of peace by its nature and its 
entire focus, a period of continuing relaxation of international tensions. 
The party has been forced to reckon with reality, however. And since there 
are forces hostile to detente in the world, forces which reject the prin- 
ciple of peaceful coexistence as the foundation for relations between states 
with different social structures, the security of the Soviet state and the 
peaceful labor of our people must be reliably insured and protected. 


V. L. Lenin considered the reliability of the socialist homeland's defense 
to be inseparably linked with the strength of the state's economic, socio- 
political and spiritual foundations and with the strength of its army. The 
sum total of these factors applied to military goals comprises the state's 
military strength. And the economic factor has a special role in providing 
military power. V. I. Lenin taught us that war constitutes a test of all 
the economic and organizational forces of nations, that in every war 
“economics--this is also a well-known fact, generally undisputed by anyone-- 
is the determining factor" ("Poln. sobr. soch." [Complete Collected Works], 
Vol 34, p 41). 





* This article is recommended for use in officer Mar .st-Leninist training 
groups during the study of “The Econor Bae for tne Soviet State's 
Military Power and the Continued Stren, hening of that Base During the 
10th Five-Year Plan." 








Military power is a historical category in the full sense of the term, The 
link between a state's military power and ite economy has always been class- 
determined. Armtes of the progreasive classes, relying upon improved weapons 
and new production relations have ordinarily taken the upper hand over the 
armies of moribund, reactionary forces, clinging to the old methods of con- 
ducting war and of organizing production. In other words, a progressive 
systems opens up broad possibilities for the successful employment of all 
existing and potential capabilities, which comprise a nation's military 
strength and its defense capability. 


in todav's world there is an exceptionally close and multifaceted relation- 
ship between economics and military strength. On the one hand, increasingly 
greater and more diverse demands are being made of the economy. On the 
other hand, there are immeasurably greater possibilities for meeting these 
demands, for combining successful national economic development with the 
strengthening of the material foundations underlying the nation's defense 
capability. 


"Economics and achievements in science and technology are the determining 
factors with respect to the technical equipment of the Armed Forces," notes 
USSR Minister of Defense and Marshal of the Soviet Union D. F. Ustinov, 
"the developed socialist society created in the USSR and its powerful eco- 
nomic base and high level of production forces, science and technology are 
permitting us to carry out a broad range of tasks in the area of national 
defense. Thanks to the daily concern demonstrated by the Communist Party 
and to the heroic labor performed by our kolkhoz and other workers, our 
scientists, engineers and technicians, the Soviet Armed Forces are outfitted 
with advanced weapons and combat equipment and are provided with everything 
necessary for their lives, combat training and military service." 


The Soviet Union has never armed itself for the sake of being armed. It has 
always correlated the strength of its defense to the military power of 
socialism's foes. Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has stressed the fact that we 
spend on defense “exactly as much as is required to provide reliable mcurity 
for the Soviet Union, to protect socialism's conquests with the other fra- 
ternal nations, to insure that potential aggressors are not tempted to use 
force to resolve the historical conflict between the two opposite social 
systems in their favor" ("Leninskim kursom" [On A Leninist Course], Vol 6, 

p 169). 


Ana such a temptation is in evidence. The United States and other imperi- 
alist states have presently stepped up their military preparations in an 
attempt to tilt the existing balance of world forces in their favor. The 
ruling circles of those nations regard further militarization of their 
economies, science and technology as a means of achieving military superi- 
ority and reinforcing their international positions. The arms race is not 
only assuming broader scope: It is also taking on new aspects. 








In the tirat place, military outlaya by the NATO nations are growing at an 
extraordinarily rapid rate, and long-range armament programs are being 
accelerated. During the perfod 1971-79 military expenditures by the Western 
European members of the North Atlantic bloc more than doubled and are con- 
tinuing to increase as measured in both current and constant prices, that 
te, prices not tied to inflation. The United States is reducing expendi~- 
tures for social needs but is constantly raising these “ceiling” on mili- 
tary allocations. It is planned to increase the U.S. military budget, 

which has reached the astronomical figure of more than 160 billion dollars, 
to 253 billion dollars within the next five years. 


In the second place, the arms race being pursued by the imperialist states 
is characterized not alone by quantitative increase in military budgets 

and military production. The stress in current and long-range militaristic 
programs has recently been placed primarily upon the qualitative aspect-- 
the development and perfection of new armament systems, modernization of 
the military industry's production equipment base and increasing the 
mobilizational preparation of the economy. The more militarized branches 
of American industry (aviation and missiles, atomic power and radioelec- 
tronics) are being awarded the largest and most profitable military orders. 
The Pentagon's multi-billion-dollar programs, which provide for the modern- 
ization of conventional and nuclear weapons, are not to be compared with 
expenditures made during the war in Vietnam. Allocations for the develop- 
ment of new strategic weapons systems are growing especially rapidly. 

These include the MX intercontinental ballistic missile, submarines carrying 
the Trident ballistic missile and air-based winged missiles. Considerable 
sums are also being allocated for the development and production of new 
conventional weapons. 


Thirdly, the buildup of economic military preparations involves an expansion 
of joint NATO programs for the production of military equipment, the prepa- 
ration of theaters of military operations and development of the scientific 
research base. In recent years the NATO nations have sharply increased 
exports of weapons and military materiel and increased the number of joint 
projects for the development of military equipment, especially aviation and 
military equipment. The procurement of certain types of jointly produced 
equipment accounts for 40 to 60 percent of the total in the FRG, Italy and 
certain other Western European nations. Military-economic integration .s 
becoming an important factor in the buildup of the military-economic poten- 
tial of nations in the North Atlantic bloc. 


Imperialist propaganda has used the mass media to launch a broad speculative 
campaign atound a so-called "Soviet military menace." This campaign was 
initiated primarily to justify the expansion and intensification of impe- 
rialist military preparations. A system of conditioning public opinion, 
coordinated from a single center and based on the juggling of facis and the 
manipulation of figures, was developed for this purpose and functions 
constantly. Everything possible is being done to stir up the artifically 
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{nduced fuas about a “military advantage" of the Warsaw Pact nations. 
Former American Ambasaador to Moscow G. Kennan has stated that some of 

the figures uged to create military hysteria “are so unfounded and so mis- 
leading that one cannot help being amazed that they could even originate in 
responsible groups." 


in response to questions posed by the West German weekly VORWARTS, Comrade 
L. L, Brezhnev proved with great thoroughness and reasoning that at the 
present time the East and West are approximately equal in strategic forces 
and that this parity is acknowledged by Western military experts themselves. 
The campaign centering around the imaginary "Soviet menace" is being incited 
by those who do not want to accept the existing balance of military forces 
and are attempting to achieve superiority for themselves at any cost. Such 
attempts have been made by ruling circles of the imperialist states through- 
out the postwar period, and this has forced the Soviet Union and other 
socialist nations to take responsive steps and to strengthen their own 
defense accordingly. 


The military-economic preparations of the imperialist powers embrace not 
weapons production alone: They also involve the most diverse fields, 
including the infrastructure (transport, communications, storehousing and 

so forth), the nonproduction area and scientific research. Expenditures on 
military scientific research and development are increasing at an extra- 
ordinarily rapid, outstripping rate. Half of the allocations designated 

for scientific research in the leading NATO nations are presently used for 
military purposes. Most of the scientists, engineers and technicians in the 
United States are employed at scientific research institutions filling 
orders for the war department. 


The imperialists are striving to make increasingly greater use of the 
“economic weapon" for military-political purposes as they continue their 
buildup of the military base for aggression. The so-called “technological 
war’ being conducted by the United States against the socialist nations is 
an example of this. It is selective and focused and is directed primarily 
toward subversion of the leading sectors of the socialist economy, sectors 
directly involved in realizing scientific and technological achievements. 
The “technological war" involves not only the employment of various forms 
of discrimination and pressure in the area of trade and the technological 
exchange, but also--and simultaneously--the accelerated development in the 
United States of new weapons systems for purposes of achieving technological 
military superiority over the USSR. 


The expansion and acceleration of military-economic preparations by the 
imperialist states is a direct outgrowth of their international policy. 
Naturally, it would be something of an oversimplification to attribute this 
policy directly to the economic laws or the production relations of contem 
porary monopolistic capitalism. Policy is not simply a “reflection” of the 
economy, but is composed and formed under the influence of contradict: ry 








internal and external forcea. Among other factora, there is a certain dif- 
ference between the competitive-economic objectives and military purposes 
for militarizing the economy, between intereats of various groups of the 
bourgeolete and between the economic and the political reasons for the arms 
race, 


Naturally, the deep reasons for militarfzing the economy and the causes of 
wars should be sought in the very nature of monopolies. V. |. Lenin wrote 
that a tendency toward aggression is an “economic feature" of imperialism, 
that a monopoly in the economy gives rise to coercive, predatory actions in 
policy (see "Poln. sobr. soch.," Vol 27, pp 390, 416-420). He also pointed 
out that the immediate causes of militarization and of war are rooted in 
the policy conducted by the ruling circles of the imperialist nations, 
primarily in the interest of and under pressure from the military-industrial 
monopolies. 


The trend toward increasingly far-reaching and thorough militarization of 
the economy and other aspects of life of the leading imperialist powers 
results from the determining influence upon policy of those forces which 
are now commonly referred to as the military-industrial complex. It is 
the manufacturers and suppliers of weapons in the state system and the 
reactionary military which are pursuing a line of subverting detente, pre- 
paring wars and building up military potentials. The decision adopted by 
NATO under pressure from the United States to deploy new, American-made, 
medium-range nuclear missiles in western Europe poses a special danger. 


Militarization of the economy and the arms race themselves constitute a 
tool of imperialist policy, a means of preserving and maintaining the system 
of capitalist exploitation and oppression. The aggressive course being 
pursued by the United States and its partners is encountering growing 
resistance from the peoples, however. Impertalism can no longer "freely" 
employ military force to achieve its foreign-policy objectives. 


Despite resistance by aggressive groups and because of the persistent efprts 
of the socialist nations, it has been possible in recent years to achieve 
the constructive resolution of a number of complex international problems, 
to advance the process of detente. The June 1980 Plenum of the CPSU Cental 
Committee pointed out that detente is a natural result of the balance of 
power which has developed in the world in recent decades. The military- 
strategic balance which has been achieved between the socialist and the 
capitalist worlds is a conquest of basic historical importance. It is a 
factor restraining imperialism's aggressive aspirations, which is consistent 
with the basic interests of all peoples. Plans to alter this balance are 
doomed to failure. 


The socialist comity is exerting a growing influence upon the international 
situation, upon the nature and forms of the historical conflict between 
the two systems. Socialism is forcing the capitalist nations to employ 
primarily “peaceful” forms of struggle. Nonetheless, its class enemy does 
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not relinqulah positiona without a battle and ia continuing to rely upon 
military force aa the main underpinning of its supremacy and the most 
"radical" means of inplementing ita impertaliatic strategy. 


All of thie forces the Soviet Union and other nations of the socialist 
commonwealth to keep a close watch over the development of the internatimal 
situation and to take the steps neceasary to strengthen their own defense 
capability. 


Development of the economic and the scientific and technological base, which 
is of crucial importance to the combat equipment and the material support 
of the Armed Forces, has an important role in the accomplishment of the 
Soviet state's defense tasks. 


The CPSU's economic policy involves more than just the accomplishment of 
domestic economic tasks. It also takes into account foreign policy prob- 
lems which dictate the need for all-round strengthening of the nation's 
defense capability. The relationship between the economy and military 
atfairs is being altered in many ways by the rapid and forceful develop- 
ment of military technology: The demands made of the national economy 
differ significantly trom those made of it 10 or even 5 years ago, let us 
Say. 


Our economy is increasingly required to take into account the continuous 
changes occurring in the technology and organization of production, to 
adopt scientific and technological achievements more and more rapidly. It 
must be able to meet both the current requirements and future needs of 
defense, to accomplish long-range tasks. This entails a certain amount of 
difficulty. This is a particular feature of the current situation, which 
places great demands upon the national economy as a whole and upon branches 
meeting defense needs in particular. 


The development of production to meet defense needs has always been at the 
focus of party attentio., of course. This was true in the 1930's, when we 
created our defense industry within an extremely short period of time in an 
immensely difficult situation, encircled by capitalism. This was the case 
during the Great Patriotic War, when the entire economy stood a rigorous 
test and was reorganized to meet the needs of the front, to make it possi- 
ble to defeat the fascist aggressors. This was also true during the first 
postwar years, when American imperialism was relying upon its atomic 
monopoly. And in the situation today, the July Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee noted, when the adventuristic actions of the United States and 
its accomplices have increased the danger of war, we must also demonstrate 
constant vigilunce and do everything possible to strengthen our state's 
defense capability in -ider to frustrate imperialism's plans to achieve 
military superiority and impose its dictates upon the world. 
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The skillful organization of public production and the goal-oriented leader- 
ship of the Communist Party and its Central Committee are an important con- 
dition for success in this battle against the forces of reaction and war, 
which has been imposed upon us. "Our party, our state," Comrade L. L. 
Srezhnev has stated, "see to it that the Soviet Army possesses everything 
necessary reliably to defend that created by the people.... Relying upon 
our economic and defense strength, the advantages of the socialist, planned 
economy, cooperation with our brothers and allies and the successes ahieved 
in our peace-loving foreign policy, we look to the future with confidence 
and calmly continue to pursue our cause" (Leninskim kursom," Vol 4, p 415). 


An extremely important feature of the party's economic policy and economic 
Strategy as worked out at the 25th CPSU Congress lies in the demonstrated 
feasibility of large-scaie tasks to develop the national economy and in the 
augmentation of the role played by intensive economic growth factors. This 
means altering national economic proportions and increasing that of the 
progressive sectors. This course in economic policy is also consistent with 
the need to develop defense production. 


The course which the party is pursuing is based on our highly developed 
heavy industry, which meets national economic needs for new equipment. The 
specific portion of the most important sectors, those determining technical 
progress and providing for technical reequipment-—-electric-power engineering, 
machinebuilding, chemistry and petrochemistry--increased from 28 to 37 per- 
cent in the 1970's. These and other branches of heavy industry are also 
creating the preconditions for continuous technical progress in the defense 
industry and for the extensive employment of machine + and automation equip- 
ment in the Armed Forces themselves. 


Progress in heavy industry has resulted in the creation of unique materials 
and high-precision instruments and has resulted in the use of fundamentally 
new control systems and computer equipment. Special attention is devoted 

to quality improvement and to the technical level and reliability of the 
machines produced. This is handled primarily by the machine-building 
industry. It delivers sets of machines and equipment which embody the 
achievements of modern science and technology. Machine-building is impmving 
the qualitative indices in material production as a whole, while at the same 
time serving as the basis for implementing scientific and technological 
achievements in the interest of national defense. 


At the contemporary stage it is becoming especially important to improve 

the structure of public production in order to make it more effective, to 
accelerate the development of new branches and to reduce production costs. 
During the 10th Five-Year Plan, for example, means of labor have grown at a 
rate exceeding the growth rate for objects of labor by 2.2-fold. The 
processing industry's output is increasing at a rate 2.4-fold greater than 
that of the extractive industries. The structure of the fuel and energy 
balance is being improved. A steady course has been set toward conserva- 
tion of ofl, increased rates of gas extraction and the development of atomic 
energy. 
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Industry's movement to the East, the development of new deposits of raw 
materials and fuel and the creation of new production complexes are con- 
tributing to a more efficient distribution of productive forces. During 
the current five-year plan the eastern regions are accounting for the 
entire growth in ofl and gas extraction and aluminum production and for 
most of the growth of other types of products in the extractive and energy- 
consuming branches. 


Our economy is becoming increasingly well-developed and balanced. The 
structural advances and the outstripping growth of the key branches are an 
essential condition for the materialization of scientific and technological 
progress and for the application of its achievements. Correct selection 

of the most promising trends is making it possible to eliminate obstacles 
and to make public production more effective on the whole. The more effi- 
clent the national economy is and the greater the productivity of public 
labor, the more fully can we satisfy our needs for raw materials and energy, 
the better use we can make of production capacities, the more rapidly are 
new industrial facilities placed into operation and mastered, and the better 
is the quality of the product. The party skillfully combines in its 
economic policy the possibilities afforded by extensive and intensive 
development of the national economy. Increasing stress ‘ts being laid upon 
the use of intensive growth factors, which involves the employment of more 
powerful and efficient means of labor and improved forms of labor organiza- 
tion. Production is being intensified on the basis of technological 
progress, an increased capital-labor ratio and greater labor productivity, 
and improved worker training and skills. 


Production resources are to a certain degree interchangeable, of course. 
Fixed production capital, machinery and equipment can replace live labor. 
This is the path of intensive development, the importance of which was 
stressed with special force at the November 1979 Plenum of the CPSU Central 
Committee, the way to improve efficiency and quality and to introduce into 
production advanced technology and improve machines. Under the llth Five- 
Year Plan we must make the transition to the creation and extensive employ- 
ment of machine systems and complexes and automatic lines for the total 
mechanization of all stages of the production process, from obtaining the 
basic raw materials to turning out the finished product. 


The role of intensive factors in production development is constantly growing, 
These are primarily responsible for the increased national income, which 
reached 438.3 billion rubles in 1979. Labor productivity grew at a rate of 
14 percent during the first four years of the current five year plan. This 
equals a saving of the work of 12.5 million people in the national economy. 
A reduction in the amount of materials used in the public product for the 
same period resulted in a saving of 10 billion rubles. The planned develop- 
ment of science and technology is now receiving special attention, because 
these have an extremely important role in the continued improvement of 
production ef:ectiveness and the achievement of good national economic 
results. 








As a rule, technological progress {tg accompanied by a fairly rapid deprecia- 
tion of knowledge, that is, by a sort of “wearing out" or obsolescence of 
knowledge. In order to maintain his skills at a constantly high level the 
electrical engineering specialist, for example, must devote at least one- 
quarter of his free time to reading current literature, to studying 
scientific and technological developments. The same is true in the Armed 
Forces. As weapons develop and the military equipment becomes more complex, 
so does the amount of knowledge required by all categories of personnel. 

The improvement of weapons systems invariably results in a certain deprecia- 
tion of knowledge and skills previously acquired. It therefore becomes 
necessary for military personnel at all levels systematically to train and 
retrain, constantly to raise their general education level. 


The socialist society needs not only material goods, but also the services 
produced in the nonproduction sphere. The latter has a great deal to do 
with the quality of labor resources, with the level of training, contributes 
to the more beneficial use of off duty hours and produces the conditions 
necessary for the development of a well-rounded individual. The nonproduc- 
tion sphere also engages in the "production’ of knowledge. The rate and 

the level of scientific and technological progress are, after all, primarily 
dependent upon the development of education and upon scientific achievements. 
The interdependence between the material production sphere and the non- 
production sphere is therefore growing closer and more varied. It is a 
valid statement that an increased role for the nonproduction sphere and 
progress in that sphere constitute an important prerequisite for the growth 
of the nation's economic potential and an integral factor in that growth. 


The Communist Party has never weakened its attention to building up the 
nation's economic potential. This is demonstrated by the dynamics of the 
Soviet Union's most important economic development indices under the 

10th Five-Year Plan. The gross public product exceeded 1 trillion rubles 
last year, for example, and fixed production capital amounted to 1.1 tril- 
lion rubles at the beginning of 1980. Industrial output grew by 20 percent 
during the first four years. Nearly 1,000 large industrial enterprises 


were placed into operation. The party's social program is being consis- 
tently implemented. 


Building up the economic potential and improv‘ng its structure from the 
standpoint of strengthening the state's military power involves the 
following: increasing the possibilities for meeting defense needs; 
achieving optimal conformity of the structure of public production to 
defense needs; and creating the best possible conditions for fully meeting 
the direct needs of the Armed Forces, which require the very best equipment, 
quality raw and processed materials and reliable precision instruments. 


Highly dynamic economic development and a national economy capable of 
reacting flexibly ond efficiently to changing circumstances are becoming 
increasingly important today. 
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The entire group of tasks being accomplished at the contemporary stage are 
helping to increase the flexibility and mobility of the economy, Some of 
the important ones, for example, are the enlargement of industrialization 
of all sectors of the national economy; improved balancing of the economy 
and the enlargement of reserves; the development of standardization as a 
means of accelerating scientific and technological progress and improving 
product quality; comprehensive development of the transport system; improve- 
ment of the planning system; the achievement of better coordination of 
production relations; an¢é extensive and effective participation in inter- 
national socialist division of labor. 


It is important in appraising military-economic capabilities to consider 
not only the quantity of resources but also how they are utilized, the 
degree to which they can be switched over to meet defense needs. This is 
determined by many factors, first and foremost the sociopolitical and eco- 

mic structure. The crucial role of the economic structure becomes 
especially apparent at turning points in history. Sweeping economic 
reforms and basic changes in production relations, as a rule, contribute 
to fuller and more effective use of production capacities and work force, 
and expand the military organization's social base. Our experience in the 
civil war and the Great Patriotic War convincingly demonstrated the fact 
that production relations seemed to move to the fore and to manifest their 
sometimes hidden power during periods of acute political conflicts and 
severe military trials. 


It is perfectly apparent that in this respect socialist has many indis- 
putable advantages over a system based on private ownership of the means 
of production. The socialist system has planned organization of public 
production and makes it possible efficiently and rapidly to carryout the 
mobilizational restructuring of the economy, to make more thorough and 
effective use of all existing and potential resources and to direct them 
toward a single goal. Socialism provides an extraordinarily high level 
of activeness and selflessness on the part of the masses and stability of 
the national economy. 


Military-political power should not be regarded simply as a derivative of 
economic potential. Enlargement of state-economic capabilities is not 
necessarily and is not always accompanied by a strengthening of its polit- 
ical positions or its international influence. It is one matter, when the 
political goals correspond to actual conditions and conform to a progres- 
sive course in the society's development. It is another matter, when 
reactionary, adventuristic, antipopular goals are pursued. An economically 
strong imperialist power may be incapable of utilizing its advantage in 
material resources, of achieving the desired results in a war. The defeat 
suffered by the United States, which had the advantage in material means, 
in the aggression it initiated against Vietnam, is graphic confirmation of 
this fact. 


89 





Socialism is indisputably superior in rates of economic growth. The 
socialist system 1s increasingly influencing the course of social develop- 
ment and international affairs. The fulfillment of current and long-range 
plans will increase the economic and military strength of the Soviet state 
and of the entire socialist commonwealth even more. The Communist Party and 
the Soviet government are not weakening their efforts to see that our 

Armed Forces have everything necessary to fulfill their constitutional 

duty to the people, that of reliably defending the socialist homeland and 
remaining in a constant state of combat readiness to repel any aggressor 
immediately and certainly. 


Recommendations for Seminar 


A seminar is conducted on the subject “The Economic Base for the Soviet 
State's Military Power and the Continued Strengthening of that Base During 
the 10th Five-Year Plan" for purposes of summing up the study of current 
problems of political economy in Marxist-Leninist training groups and of 
expanding the officers’ understanding of the economic factor's importance 
in modern warfare and in supporting our homeland's defense capability and 
the combat strength of the Armed Forces of the USSR. 


The following topics are recommended for discussion: 1. Marxism-Leninism 
on the economic foundations of the socialist state's military strength; 

2. The military-economic potential, its structure and role in creating 
the economic foundations of the state's military strength; 3. The 25th 
CPSU Congress on the further strengthening of the USSR's defenses; 

4. Increasing the CPSU's leading role in controlling the nation's economy 
and strengthening its defense capability. 


The class should be started by having one of the students present a report 
on "V. L. Lenin and the CPSU on the Role of the Moral-Political, Economic, 
Scientific and Technological and Military Potentials in the Creation and 
Strengthening of the Socialist State's Military Power." The report should 
clarify the concept “military power" itself and indicate its social sub- 
stance and its main elements. It is important to stress the fact that the 
socialist state's military power reflects not only the sum total of its 
material and spiritual forces but also its ability to mobilize these forces 
to provide a reliable defense and to achieve the goals of a defensive war 
against external aggression. 


The discussion of the first topic must demonstrate the dependency of mili- 
tary power upon economic potential. The works of Marxist-Leninist classic, 
among others, will help to explain the economic foundations underlying 
military power in general and that of the socialist state in particular, 
especially F. Engels’ book “Anti-During" and V. I. Lenin's works "Padeniye 
Port-Artura”™ [The Fall of Port Arthur] and "Grozyashchaya katastrofa i kak 
s ney borot'sya" [The Impending Catastrophe and How to Combat It]. The 
theoretical principles should be reinforced with factual material demon- 
strating the successful implementation of the economic and social programs 
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developed by the CPSU. Decisions coming out of the November 1979 Plenum of 
the CPSU Central Committee and Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's speech at the 
Plenum are of basic importance to the resolution of pressing problems of 
economic development and those involved in strengthening the Soviet state's 
defense capability. 


The military power of states (or coalitions) is relative, of course. The 
real military strength of the warring sides is therefore confirmed in a 
war, which, in V. I. Lenin's words, is "a test of all the economic and 
Organizational strengths of each nation" ("'Poln. sobr. soch.," Vol 39, 

p 321). Military strength is defined primarily by the level of develop- 
ment of the armed forces--their numerical strength, their armament, 
Organizational structure and combat readiness. Whether that power can be 
increased depends upon the state's military potential which is in turn 
determined by “elements" such as the moral-political, scientific and 
technological and economic potentials. 


Economic potential is also considered in its interrelationship with all 

the other potentials. Economic potential itself is taken as the capa- 
bility of the national economy of a state with a given social and political 
system to meet its various needs. Economic potential is ordinarily defined 
as the maximum production volume possible with the full use of production 
capacities and work force. The Soviet Union possesses a powerful and 
dynamic economic potential and its economy is distinguished by high and 
stable rates of development and a high level of production measured by 

many of the most important criteria. 


The description of the development of the socialist state's economic 
potential should illustrate how this contributes to the growth of its 
defense capability and to the strengthening of the material foundations 
underlying the combat capability of the armed forces. It is important to 
note that the interdependency between economics and war is of a two-way 
nature. Economics serves as the materials and equipment base for a war 
and through the quality of the military equipment and the “human material" 
it influences the organization and the forms and methods of warfare. War, 
in turn, makes demands of economic development, of the level of the 
economy's mobilizational readiness, of its capacity to provide military 
output in specific amounts and to retain its ability to function in the 
face of armed actions by the enemy. 


The instructor should begin the second topic by directing attention to the 
fact that there is no direct dependency between the state's level of 
economic development and its military capabilities (military power). 
Nations with relatively equal economic capabilities may , --ress far from 
identical military power or degree of economic preparedness to conduct a 
war. 


States allocate a certain portion of their material and human resources to 
maintain their military power at a certain level. That portion of the 
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economic potential which is designated for meeting military needs com- 
prises the military-economic potential. More specifically, military- 
economic potential is ordinarily taken as the maximum portion of the 
economic potentiel which can be used for military purposes. 


As a rule, needs in time of war differ considerably from those of peacetime. 
The list of goods produced changes drastically in a wartime situation, 
production relations are restructured and proportions both within and 
between branches are altered. In other words, the economic potential is 
transformed into a military-economic potential. The expansion of military 
production has its limitations, however, which are determined by the avail- 
@bility of resources (the stock of machine tools, raw materials, transport 
means and work force) and by the balance of elements making up the mili- 
tary-economic potential. 


The main branches of industry should be described when the structure of 
the military-economic potential is discussed, including the defense 
industry and the development of transport, agriculture and the control 
system. It should be borne in mind that specific branches nd types of 
production are only a part of the military-economic potentials to the 
extent that they are active in the creation of products for military 
purposes. It is important to stress the special role in the contemporary 
situation of the level of development of the scientific and technological 
base and the level of training of the personnel. Stability and mobility 
are an important aspect of the military-economic potential. And these are 
closely linked with the distribution of production, its branch structure, 
the existence of reserves, and so forth. 


As the meaning of the decisions adopted at the 25th CPSU Congress with 
respect to further strengthening the national defense is explained in the 
discussion of the third topic, the instructor should cover the inter- 
dependency between tasks in the area of economic development and those 
involved in improving the material base for defense. Overseeing the 
economy has always been the main focus in the work of the CPSU. At the 
same time, the party is relying upon successes achieved in the resolution 
of economic and social problems to pursue a consistent course of strength- 
ening international detente and preventing imperialist aggression. 


[mperialism's reactionary groups stubbornly oppose this course. 


[t was noted at the July 1980 Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee that the 
leaders of the NATO military bloc,primarily the United States, have set out 
to alter the military balance achieved in the world in their favor and to 
the detriment of the Soviet Union and the other socialist nations, to the 
detriment of international detente and the security of nations. This 
accounts for ‘~perialism's policy of intensifying the arms race and ini- 
tiating acts of provocation against the socialist and other independent 
states, for the militaristic activities of NATO and the expansion of its 
functions as a tool of imperialist dictation. 
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The Accountability Report of the CPSU Central Committee to the 25th party 
congress pointed out that considerable progress has been made in the area 
of strengthening our nation's defense capability and improving the Armed 
Forces. The army and navy are better outfitted with modern weapons and 
combat equipment, and the combat training and the ideological conditioning 
of the personnel have improved. ‘There should be no doubt on the part of 
anyone,'' said Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, “about the fact that our party will 
do everything possible to see that the glorious Armed Forces of the Soviet 
Union continue to have at their disposal all the means necessary to fulfill 
their important task of guarding the peaceful labor of the Soviet people 
and serving ac a bulwark of universal peace" ("Materialy XXV s"'yezda KPSS" 
[Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], p 83). 


The positions taken at the 25th party congress and decisions coming out of 
subsequent plenums of the CPSU Central Committee, which focus upon the 
all-round strengthening of the nation's economic and defense strength, 
should be considered in accordance with the Leninist principles pertaining 
to the crucial importance of the state's economic organization in a modern 
war (see "Poln. sobr. soch.," Vol 34, p 194) and should take into account 
the demands made of the economy by defense. It is beneficial, among other 
things, to specify the basic areas of economic preparation of a socialist 
state for defense. These include the following: the advance creation of 
a solid military-economic base and the improvement and strengthening of 
the economic and the military-economic potentials; the expansion of mili- 
tary-economic cooperation among nations of the socialist commonwealth; 
maintaining the economy in a state of readiness to meet military needs; 
and insuring the national economy's continuing ability to function. 


The discussion of this topic should conclude with a description of the main 
areas of work to improve the branch structure of the national economy, and 
qualitative advances made in the economy should be appraised from the 
standpoint of defense. It is important to use materials of the 25th party 
congress to explain the importance of measures to improve the effectiveness 
of public production, to accelerate scientific and technological progress 
and to perfect control of the national economy. 


The resolution passed at the July Plenum of the CPSU Centrai Committee 
expresses firm confidence in the fact that successful fulfillment of the 
10th Five-Year Plan will further strengthen our socialist homeland and 
that this constitutes the basis tor effective implementation of the peace- 
loving Leninist course of our party and of the Soviet state. 


As the semina: moves into the fourth topic, it is important to stress the 
fact that socialism has certain advantages in the realization of economic 
and military-economic potentials. The planned socialist economy makes it 
possible to redistribute and concentrate resources with greater focus for 
purposes of strengthening defense and organizing properly to repel aggres- 
sion. Our experience in the Great Patriotic War convincingly demonstrated 
the fact that the Soviet state is capable of rapidly shunting the economy 
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onto 4 military track and of making the most complete and effective possi- 
ble wee of existing and potential means and forces in the interest of 
defeating an aggressor. 


Jocialiem's objective advantages are being realized thanks to the goal- 
oriented work of the Communiet Party. The Party is the directing and 
guiding force in the socialist society, the nucleus of ite political system 
and ite state and public organizations. Thoroughly cognizant of the laws 
@ social development, it successfully directs the creative work of the 
Soviet people and all activities aimed at defending the workers’ achieve- 
mnte. The Party's role in directing the national economy, including ite 
defense branches, has grown markedly in the contemporary situation. This 
is 4 result of the diversity and the complexity of the economic taske we 
face, of the increasing complexity of defense problems and the need to 
substantiate scientifically the decisive trends in military organizetional 


deve lopment. 


Because of the Party's correct economic and military policy the Soviet 
state's defense capability is stronger today than ever before. Our 
economy, our science and technology have achieved a level at which they 
are capable of supporting the creation of any type of weapon upon which 
the enemies of peace and socialiem might decide to rely. The Soviet Union, 
however, does not wish to compete in weaponry and is not striving for mili- 
tary superiority over anyone at all. Its military doctrine is etrictly a 
defensive one. The Soviet state's love of peace is demonstrated by its 
creative plans, extending many years into the future. Shovld it become 
necessary, however, and this has been confirmed by the experience of 
history, our homeland would be able to mobilize ite mighty economic, moral- 
political and military potential in the interest of repelling any aggremor. 
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AIR FLEET DAY: MATERIAL FOR TALKS AND REPORTS 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 14, Jul 80 signed to presse 
2 Jul 80 pp 80-85 


[Article: “The Mighty Wings of the Homeland--Material for Reports and 
Talke on USSR Air Fleet Day") 


{[Excerpts! The 35 years which have gone by since our victory have been 
for us years of labor enthusiasm unprecedented in history, of great 
projects for the building of communism, a period which has witnessed the 
taming of the Virgin Lands, the mastering of space, the development of new 
sources of ofl and gas, construction of the BAM and hundreds of other 
remarkable events. All of this was created during an unremitting and 
purposive struggle for peace, which the Soviet Union has conducted through- 
out is existence. The other states in the socialist commonwealth con- 
sistently join our nation in the defense of peace. The Warsaw Pact 
Organization has loyally served the union of our defense efforts and 
helped to fetter the forces of war and to preserve and strengthen the 
peace in Europe. The quarter of a century which has gone by since its 
founding has demonstrated the fact that the multilateral alliance of 
socialist states is one of the most important factors contributing to 
peace in Europe and throughout the world. It has reliably protected the 
socialist conquests of its members and has actively furthered peaceful 
coexistence. Soviet fighting men, like all our nation's workers, heartily 
approved the report of the anniversary conference of the Political Consul- 
tative Committee of the Warsaw Pact nations and the performance of the 
Soviet Union's delegation headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, general secre- 
tary of the CPSU Central Committee and chairman of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet. Our armed defenders are fully determined to work 
selflessly to make a fitting contribution to the strengthening of the 
defense capability of the homeland and all nations making up the socialist 
commonwealth and to vigilantly guard socialism's conquests. 





After all, there are forces of reaction and aggression actively working in 
the capitalist world. The military-political leadership of the NATO 
nations, led by the United States, is attempting to undermine international 
detente and doing everything possible to whip up the arms race, while 
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attempting to achieve military superiority over the Wareaw Pact nations, 
Imperialist reaction has been joined by the current Beijing leadership, 
which te openly calling for the creation of # united, anti-Soviet front. 
The June 1980 Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee underacored the fact 
that the intrigues of imperialiem and other enemies of peace demand con- 
etant vigilance and all-round strengthening of our state's defense capa~ 
bility so as to prevent imperialiem from realising ite plane for achieving 
military superiority and imposing ite dictates upon the world, 


In the complicated, exacerbated international situation, the Communist Party 
and the Soviet government are seeing to it that our glorious Armed Forces 
have everything needed to perform the taske assigned them. Combat readi- 
nese is a focused reflection of the state of the Armed Forces, the defini- 
tive indicator of their fighting etrength. As Marshal of the Soviet Union 
D. F. Ustinov, member of the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee and 
USSR minister of defense, has etated, “the Soviet people can live and work 
peacefully. Our Armed Forces are alwaye at a high level of combat readi- 
ness and are capable of immediately and overwhelmingly repelling any act 

of aggression, no matter where it might originate"! 


The Air Forces have made a significant advance in their development. The 
modern aviation is outfitted with supersonic aircraft carrying powerful 
missiles and equipped with various electronic equipment and automatic 
control syatems. The backbone of ite fighting power is comprised of the 
unite and formations, which have supersonic missile-carriers and bombers 
with a large carrying capacity and range of operation. The missiles 
carried on these aircraft, including nuclear missiles, make it possible to 
destroy enemy targets without coming within range of the enemy's air 
defense facilities. 


The frontal aviation accounts for a large part of the air forces. Equipped 
with modern aircraft capable of employing various classes of missiles and 
aerial bombs with conventional or nuclear charges, it can perform a broad 
range of missions to cover and support the Ground Forces. 


The adoption of large cargo aircraft by the military transport aviation 
made it possible to air-lift combined-arms unite and formations at full 
strength. The Air Forces are equipped with helicopters, which are not only 
transport and auxiliary means but also powerful combat vehicles capable of 
destroying enemy personnel and equipment on the battlefield and in the rear. 
The Air Forces today are a powerful and awesome service of the Armed Forces. 
They are expected to perform large operational and strategic miseions, 
jointly with other forces or independently, both in continental theaters of 
military operations and at sea. The technical equipment of all services 
and arms of aviation fully measure up to the job of reliably defending our 
homeland's air borders. 


The mobile arm of the National Air Defense Forces is the Air Defense Avia- 
tion, which is assigned the task of destroying attacking air forces, mainly 
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on the distant approaches to the targets it is covering. It is outfitted 
with alleweather, supersonic interceptors carrying powerful missiles and 
capable of intercepting and destroying enemy aircraft and winged missiles 
at any altitude, in any kind of weather and at any time of day. 


The combat capabilities of the naval aviation continue to grow, adding to 
the power of the Navy. The navel aviation ie capable of conducting active 
ASW and delivering devastating nuclear-misstile atrikes against large 
groupings of enemy combat shipe and convoye and against the enemy's naval 
bases. The ship-borne aviation based on aircraft carriers has become: an 
avesome force. 


The Soviet aviation wae the cradle of astronautics. It was 19 years ago 
that USSR citizen Yurly Alekeevrvich Gagarin made the world's first space 
flight. Since then our nation has sent into space 47 Soviet cosmonauts 
and 5 cosmonauts from other soctalist natione--Crechoslovakia, Poland, the 
GOR, Bulgaria and Hungary. Future @osmonaute from Vietnam, Cuba, Mongolia 
and Romania are undergoing training in the Soviet Union. 


Summer combat training is in full swing now in the air unite,as it is 
throughout the army and navy. During thie period of intensive flight work 
the commanders, political organs, staffs, party and Komsomol organizations 
are mainly stressing mastery by the fighting men of the complex aviation 
systems and of effective tactical combat techniques and methods, and the 
preparation of pilots, navigators and crews for courageous and determined 
combat action. Socialist competition to the slogan “Sacredly fulfill 
Lenin's behests, improve combat and political preparation, increase 
vigilance and always be prepared to defend the homeland and the great 
conquests of socialism" is an important factor in the continuing improve- 
ment of combat and political training. As they have fulfilled their 
commitments many military collectives have reached new and greater heights 
in the strengthening of their combat readiness and military discipline, 
for which they have been awarded honorary Lenin certificates. This great 
honor was bestowed upon the military collectives whose members include 
officers V. Stepanov, V. Yunusov, L. Kulikov, V. Archegov, N. Antoshkin 
and others. 


Among those receiving awards are the Red-Banner Helicoper Regiment imeni 
Vv. LL. Lenin, which has been a right-flank participant in socialist competi- 
tion for 10 years now and is considered one of the best in the USSR Armed 
Forces, and the Red-Banner Fighter Division imeni 60-Letiya Velikogo 
Oktyabrya, which has earned the title of outstanding air formation of the 
Air Forces. 





All of these achievements have been brought about by the hands, the tire- 
less energy and the creative quest of the personnel, first and foremost, 
the pilots and navigators and many aviation specialists. Commanders, 
political organs, party and Komsomol organizations are constantly perforaim 
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an enormous amount of work to instill in the military aviators a sense of 
pride in their homeland, in their people and their great achievements in 
the building of communiam, and a sense of great responsibility for the 
defense of the socialist homeland. 


Rach flight in a modern jet aircraft is a test of the crew's msoral- 
political and psychological qualities and of their air training. The 
history of the Air Forces has been filled in recent yeare with numerous 
examples of heroiem and self-control on the part of the air fighters. 
The names of valorows pilote 8. Ryabteev, 8. Kapustin, Yu. Yanov, Yu. 
Solopov and P. Shklyaruka, who demonstrated a strong will and performed 
heroic feate in a difficult flight eituation, have become well known in 
our nation, 


A heroic feat was performed by Captain Viktor Kubrakov, military pilot 
second clase. While on an ordinary flight the crew of the missile-carrier 
found themselves in a difficult situation and the aircraft began to lose 
altitude. Captain V. Kubrakov performed all the steps necessary for the 
forced ejection of the crew members. tHe could have abandoned the crippled 
aircraft himself, but below him was a settlement in which Soviet people 
lived. By an incredible effort he managed to turn aside the barely- 
controllable aircraft, which fell to earth 60 metera from the settlement. 
For courage and selflessness demonstrated in the performance of military 
duty the Presidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet posthumously awarded 
Captain V. Kubrakov the Order of the Red Banner. 


The Communist Party and the Soviet government value highly the military 
work of the aviators. Government awards have been conferred among many 
outstanding air commanders and political workers, pilots and navigators, 
engineers and technicians, and the best officers have been awarded the 
honorary title of honored military pilot of the USSR or honored military 
navigator of the USSR. 





Workers of the Orders of Lenin and the October Revolution Civil Aviation 
are celebrating USSR Air Fleet Day together with the military aviators. 
Aeroflot, which was founded in 1923 at V. I. Lenin's order, has traveled 

a glorious labor and military path during the years of its existence. 
Workers of the Civil Air Fleet made a fitting contribution to the defeat 
of the German fascist invaders. During the years of the Great Patriotic 
War the valorous pilots of the Civil Air Fleet transported more than 

2.3 million passengers, including several hundred thousand wounded soldiers 
and officers of the Red Army. During the war the Civil Air Fleet sent 


more than 20,000 pilots to serve in units of the ground-attack, fighter 
and bomber aviation. 





Today, Aeroflot is an important component of the nation's united transport 
system. The combined length of its air routes exceeds 900,000 kilometers. 
Regular flights link more than 3,5 cities and communities. During the 
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LOth Five-Year Plan approximately 500 million passengers used the services 
of the civil aviation. The annual holiday established last year--Aerof lot 
Day~=ie another demonstration of the concern shown by the party and the 
government for the workere of our homeland's peaceful air lines. 


The Orders of Lenin and the Red Banner All-Union Volunteer Society for 
Cooperation with the Army, Aviation, and Fleet (DOSAAF SSSR) is greeting 
USSR Air Fleet Day with large successes in the military-patriotic iudoc- 
trimation of the youth. DOSAAF committees and training organizations 
perform . multifaceted job in preparing the youth for service in the Armed 
Forces. Every third draftee today has acquired a technical military spe- 
clalcy within the defense society's system. With a membership of around 

90 million workers, kolkhos workers and students, it is putting into prac- 
tice Lenin's legacy on the common nature of the job of defending the social 
ist homeland. 


Loyal sons of the Soviet people, the military aviators, like all army and 
navy personnel, are closely rallied round the Leniniest Party, ite Central 
Committee and the Politburo of the CPSU Central Committee headed by Comrade 
L. Ll. Breghnev. Together with their comrades-in-arms from the other 
nations of the socialist commonwealth, they vigilantly guard the peaceful 
labor of their peoples and are in a constant state of readiness ensuring 
that any aggressor will be decisively repelled. 


COPYRIGHT: "Kommunist Vooruzhennykh $11", 1980 
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POLITICAL LNDOCTRINATLON: LENIN AND THE ARMED FORCES 


Moscow KOMMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL in Russian No 14, Jul 80 signed to 
press 2 Jul 80 pp 86-93 





[Article by Col G. Gusev, candidate of historical sciences: "V. I. Lenin-- 
Creator of the Soviet Armed Forces") 





[Text] Classes on this subject will help soldiers, sailors, sergeants and 
petty officers to gain a better understanding of V. I. Lenin's prominent 
role in the organization of the socialist homeland's defense, in the crea- 
tion of an army of the new type and in the achievement of its victories 
over the interventionists and White Guards. 


A total of 10 hours is allocated for the study of this subject. The time 
should be broken down in the following manner: 2 hours for lectures, 
4 hours for independent work by the students, and 4 hours for a seminar. 


It is recommended that the following topics be covered in the lecture: 

1. V. L. Lenin on the nature, the historical designation and charac- 
teristics of the Soviet Armed Forces; 2. Leninist principles underlying 
the organizational development of the new type of army; 3. The basic 
stages in the organizational development of the Soviet Armed Forces during 
the civil war years. 


It is important to underscore in the introduction the fact that V. I. Lenin 
deserves the historical credit for thoroughly developing the doctrine for 
defending the socialist homeland. This doctrine substantiates the need to 
protect the state of the victorious proletariat against imperialist aggres- 
sors and contains conclusions about the forme this defense should take, 
about ways to achieve the nation's economic, moral-political and scientific 
and technological preparation for defense, about the creation of a mili- 
tary organization of socialist states and about the Communist Party's 
guiding and directing role in the accomplishment of all the tasks involved 
in strengthening the nation's defense capability and in the organizational 
development of the Soviet Armed Forces. 














The doctrine on defense of the homeland is an important part of the 
Leniniat theory of socialist revolution. It takes into strict account 

the basic principles of Marxiam on the nature of the homeland and the 
attitude toward the homeland on the part of the party of the working clase 
and in based on an in-depth scientific analysis of the modern era. The 
principles contained in this doctrine underlie CPSU policy in the area 

of military organizational development and leadership of the Soviet Armed 
Forces. 


l. V. L Lenin on the Nature, the Historical Designation and Character- 
istics of the Soviet Armed Forces 


As the presentation of the first topic is begun it should be pointed out 
thac V. I. Lenin revealed and described the basic characteristics of the 
Armed Forces of the USSR, defined their social nature and historical sig- 
nificance and indicated their sources of strength and invincibility and 
the basic difference between the Soviet Army and armies of the capitalist 
states. This was something new in the Marxist theory of the socialist 
state's military organization. 


V. L. Lenin pointed out that a basic distinction of the Soviet Armed Forces 
lies in the fact that they were born of the Great October Socialist Revolu- 
tion, that they serve as a bulwark of Soviet power and defend the interests 
of the working classes and the conquests of socialism. The Communist Party, 
the guiding and directing force in the Soviet society, was their creator, 
director and educator. 


The armed forces of the imperialist states serve the exploitative classes. 
They function as one of the main tools of the reactionary domestic and 
aggressive foreign policy of those classes. V. I. Lenin defined bourgeois 
armies as the most callous tool for maintaining the old order, the most 
ossif‘ed bulwark of bourgeois discipline, support of capital's supremacy 
and the preservation and development of servile obedience and subordina- 
tion to it on the part of the workers (see "Poln. sobr. soch." [Complete 
Collected Works], Vol 37, p 295). 


The Soviet Armed Forces represent something entirely different to the 
entire world by their social nature and historical designation. They are 
a reflection of the socialist state's social relations, are developed on 
the principles by which our society is organized and are improved as the 
Soviet state develops. M. V. Frunze referred to our army in this sense as 
an exact copy, an exact mold of the nation of workers and peasants. 


The historical goals and tasks of such an army are great and noble. V. I. 
Lenin underscored the fact that it “is expected to guard the conquests of 
the revolution, our popular power, the soviets of soldiers', workers' and 
peasants’ deputies, the entirely new, truly democratic order against all 
enemies of the people, which are now employing all means to destroy the 
revolution" ("Poln. sobr. soch., Vol 35, p 216). 


102 





V. I, Lenin regarded the fact ther our army and navy are inseparably 
linked with the broadest masses of workers as one of ite important 
features. The inviolable unity of the army and the people constitutes 

the basis for the power and invincibility of the Soviet Armed Forces. It 
wae under Soviet power that the army for the first time in history ceased 
to be a thing of dread for the people. "...There is no longer any need to 
fear the man with che gun," V. I. Lenin said, “because he is defending 

the workers and will be unmerciful in suppressing the domination of the 
exploiters" ("Poln. sobr. soch.," Vol 35, p 269). Viadimir Il'ich pointed 
to this as one of the best features of the new army. 


V. I. Lenin regarded the great political awareness of the soldiers and 
commanders as one of the best characteristics of the Soviet Army and Navy. 
Summing up the civil war experience, Vladimir Il‘ich repeatedly noted that 
the Red Army and all our p ople had defended their homeland with great 
vigor and heroism. This was only possible, he emphasized, because for the 
first time in the world an army, an armed force, had been created, which 
knew what it was fighting for, and for the first time in the world the 
workers and peasants, making incredibly heavy sacrifices, were clearly 
aware of the fact that they were defending the Soviet Socialist Republic 
and the power of the workers over the capitalists, were defending the 
cause of the world socialism revolution of the proletariat. 


Vv. I. Lenin regarded as one of our army's special characteristics the fact 
that it was an army of proletarian internationalism, an army of friendship 
and fraternity among the peoples of the USSR. Around 40 non-Russian ethnic 
groups were deprived of the right to serve in the army under tsarism. With 
the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution they were given 
weapons for the first time and actually had the right to defend their 
homeland and their freedom. 


More than once V. I. Lenin stressed the fact that our army is indoctrinated 
in a spirit of proletarian internationalism. He heartily welcomed the 
entry of worker-internationalists of other states into the Red Army, who, 
together with workers of the Soviet republic, took up the defense of 
socialism's conquests, and he appealed for the unification of all the 
proletarian forces into a powerful international Red Army, regarding this 
as a guarantee of victory over international imperialism. Speaking to 
fighting men of the Warsaw Revolutionary Regiment en route to the front, 
Viadimir Il‘ich made the following statement in August 1918: “You have 
been given the great honor of defending the sacred ideals with weapon in 
hand and... of applying in a real way the international fraternity of 
peoples" ("Poln. sobr. soch.," Vol 37, p 26). 


[t is important to point out in the class that at the stage of developed 
socialism the characteristic features and peculiarities of the USSR Armed 
Forces have been further developed and have acquired qualitatively new 
substance. First of all, it is essential to stress the fact that with 
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socialiem's victory in our nation the existence and all-round strengthening 
of the Soviet Army and Navy have been brought about by external circum- 
atances alone, because in the Soviet Union the exploitative classes have 
been eliminated once and for all and indestructible moral-political unity 
of the soctety has been achievea. “From the standpoint of internal condi- 
tions the Soviet Union does not need an army,” the Program of the Communist 
Party states. "But since military danger remains, a danger emerging from 
the imperialist camp, and since total and universal disarmament has not 
been achieved, the CPSU considers it essential to maintain the Soviet 
state's defense power and the combat readiness of ite Armed Forces on a 
level making it possible decisively and totally to defeat any enemy which 
is bold enough to encroach upon the Soviet homeland." 


This party requirement is contained in the Constitution of the USSR. Our 
nation's Fundamental Law embodies in concentrated form Leninist principles 
of defending the socialist homeland and the historical designation of the 
Soviet Armed Forces. It states that our Armed Forces were created to 
defend the socialist conquests and the peaceful labor of the Soviet people 
and the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the state. 


The Soviet Army and Navy provide a reliable shield for the homeland. They 
are a part of the people, share the interests of the people and consider 
it their sacred duty to serve the people selflessly. The vital unity of 
the army and the people is based in the very nature of the Soviet social 
and state system. It is created and strengthened through the focused 
efforts of the party and the state, of all the Soviet people--patriots and 
internationalists. 


For many generations of Soviet youth the army has provided not only a 
school of combat skills but also a good school of ideological and physical 
development, discipline and organization. The milicary service forges 
character and teaches collectivism, persistence and endurance. With army 
schooling behind them the youth perform with excellence in civilian work. 
They always set an example of good citizenship, discipline and organization. 
In the decree "On Further Improving Ideological, Political and Indoctrina- 
tional Work," the CPSU Central Committee indicated the need to increase 

the indoctrinational role of the Soviet Armed Forces. Serving in the 
forces provides a remarkable school of labor and military training, moral 
purity and courage, patriotism and comradeship. The students should be 
reminded that the fulfillment of party instructions with respect to 
increasing the indoctrinational role of the Armed Forces was recently 
discussed at the Moscow conference of leading command and political person- 
nel of the army and navy. (Material coming out of that conference is 
published in this issue of the magazine.) 


The entire heroic history of the Soviet Armed Forces convincingly demon- 
strates the fact that the indestructible fraternity of the peoples making 
up our multinational homeland, Soviet patriotism and proletarian inter- 
nationalism, constitute one of the main sources of their strength and power. 
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[t was noted at the 25th CPSU Congress that our army is indoctrinated in 
a spirit of profound devotion to the socialist homeland, to the ideale of 
peace and internationalism and of friendship among peoples. This is what 
distinguishes the Soviet Army from the bourgeois armies. This is why the 
Soviet people love and take pride in their army. 


The Soviet Armed Forces are a powerful factor in the preservation and 
strengthening of peace on earth and the prevention of a new world war. 
Together with fighting men of the fraternal nations in the socialist 
commonwealth, Soviet fighting men vigilantly guard the peaceful labor of 
our peoples and are always prepared to achieve a devastating defeat over 
any aggressor. They are helped by their great political awareness and 
their profound understanding of their duty and personal responsibility for 
the reliable defense of the soc.alist homeland and the great conquests of 
socialism. 


As the first topic is concluded, it should be pointed out that Leninist 
principles and instructions pertaining to the nature, the purpose and 

the characteristics of the socialist state's Armed Forces are the guiding 
principles underlying the military policy and the practical work of the 
Communist Party and the Soviet government, which focus upon the creation 
and strengthening of our army and navy. 


2. Leninist Principles Underlying the Organizational Development of the 
New Type of Army 


When the presentation of the second topic is begun it should be pointed 
out that V. L. Lenin did not separate the principles underlying the 
organizational development of the new type of army from the general 
principles governing party and state development or from the tasks involved 
in building socialism in our nation. "The organizational development of 
our army was successful," he noted, “because it was performed in a spirit 
of general Soviet development, on the basis of class relations which are 
reflected in all areas of development" ("Poln. sobr. soch., Vol 40, 

pp 76-77). 


The most important principles underlying Soviet military organizational 
development should then be explained to the students. The leading prin- 
ciple is the Communist Party's leadership of the Armed Forces. V. I. 
Lenin regarded this leadership as the crucial source of the Red Army's 
power and the basis for all its victories. 


In what concrete way is the party's leading role in the Armed Forces 
manifested? 


As the militant avant-garde of our entire society, the Communist Party 
develops the basic directives for military science, strategy, operational 
art and tactics, defines the substance and the forms of training and 
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indoctrination for the fighting men, directa the development of Soviet 
military doctrine and sees to it that there are close ties between the 
army and the people. It concerns itself constantly with outfitting the 
Soviet Armed Forces with all types of modern combat equipment and weapons 
and with maintaining their combat readiness at a level making it possible 
to defeat any aggressor. One of the most important aspects of the party's 
leadership in the Armed Forces is its determination and implementation of 
the most effective and practical forms of organizational development of the 


army and navy. 


The Communist Party tirelessly concerns itself with training commanders, 
political and technical cadres for the Armed Forces of the USSR, selflessly 
devoted to communist ideals and with a thorough knowledge of military 
affairs. The officer corps is the wellepring of our army and navy. The 
officers are experienced teachers and indoctrinators of the soldiers, 
sailors, sergeants and petty officers. More than 90 percent of the Soviet 
officers are communists or Komsomol members. More than half of them have 

a higher military or specialized military education. 


It is important to stress the fact that the contemporary stage is wit- 
nessing a steady increase in the party's leading role in the Armed Forces. 
The following factors are responsible for this: the need to further 
improve the combat readiness of the army and navy, the increasing complex- 
ity of tasks involved in military organizational development, the acuteness 
and the contradictory nature of the international situation, intensifica- 
tion of the ideological struggle between socialism and imperialism, the 
increased requirements made of the ideological and political indoctrination 
of the personnel, and the expanding international functions of our army. 


It must then be pointed out that V. I. Lenin and the Comaunist Party 
substantiated the principle of inviolable unity between the army and the 
people. The essence of this principle is expressed in the word of V. I. 
Lenin, who stated that the Soviets are creating “an armed force of workers 
and peasants, and this force is not separated from the people as was that 
of the old standing army, but has extremely close ties with them; this 
force is incomparably more powerful militarily than previous forces; and 
it is absolutely irreplaceable in the revolutionary respect" ("Poln. sobr. 
soch.," Vol 34, p 304). 


It should be pointed out that the strengthening of ideological and polit- 
ical, moral and epiritual unity between the army and the people is an 
extremely important law governing the organizational development of the 
armed forces of any nation setting out on a socialist path. From the first 
days of the Red Army's existence the workers and peasants of our state have 
demonstrated constant concern for it, despite enormous deprivations and 
difficulties. They collected gifts and warm clothing and sent them to the 
frontline soldiers, worked on unpaid mass workdays, sending their wages 

to the front, organized “weeks for the front" and “weeks of the Red Army 


man," and so forth. The Red Army men responded to the people's love with 
infinite courage and mass heroism in battles waged against an enemy with 
large armies. 
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The unity of the army and the peopie demonstrated ite invincible etrength 
during the harsh years of the Great Patriotic War. Filled with a sense of 
profound responsibility for the fate of the socialist homeland, fighting 
men of the army and navy, like all Soviet people, came to the defense of 
their native land. For feats performed on the fronts of the Great 
Patriotic War more than 7 million people were awarded ordere and medals. 

The title Hero of the Soviet Union was coaferred upon more than 11,600 
Soviet fighting men. Our people experience a feeling of great pride at the 
mention of the names of legendary heroes of the last war--Aleksandr Matrosw, 
Yuriy Smirnov, Nikolay Gastello, Nikolay Kuznetsov, Viktor Talalikhin, 

Timur Frunze, valorous members of the "Young Guard" and many other patri- 
ots of the homeland. Generations of Soviet fighting men have been indoc- 
trinated in the spirit of their feats. 


Both during the war and in time of peace the national love fox the Armed 
Forces has evoked in all the personnel a fervent desire tirelessly to 
improve their combat skill and selflessly to fulfill their military duties 
in defense of the homeland. The inviolable unity of the army and the 
people is clearly demonstrated in the active participation by military 
personnel in the nation's social and political and economic life and in 

the socialist competition to further improve the combat readiness and the 
combat capability of subunits, units and ships. During the years of Soviet 
power the CPSU has fully implemented the Leninist principle of friendship 
among peoples and of proletarian, socialist internationalism in military 
Organizational development. The fact should be stressed that the great 
international feelings of the Soviet people and of fighting men of the 

army and navy were manifested especially strongly during the Great Patri- 
otic War. Loyal son of the Czechoslovak people Ludvik Svoboda wrote: 
"During those years I came to know personally thousands of Soviet people... 
During the difficult trials I saw their courage, modesty, self-denial and 
selflessness... we know that the peoples of the entire world are obligated 
to the heroic Soviet people for defeating Nazi Germany and that our home- 
land and other nations owe their freedom to them." 


The Warsaw Pact Organization represents the inviolable alliance of frater- 
nal socialist armies today. It is the living embodiment of the ideals of 
proletarian internationalism and of friendship and fraternity among 
peoples. At the anniversary conference of the Political Consultative Com- 
mittee of the member-nations of this Pact recently held in Warsaw it was 
noted that the quarter of a century which has gone by since it was signed 
nas demonstrated the fact that the multilateral alliance of socialist 
states is an extremely important factor contributing to peace in Europe 
and in the world. It reliably guards the socialist conquests of its 
participants and effectively promotes peaceful coe “istence. 


The class approach constitutes one of the most important sociopolitical 
principles underlying Soviet military organizational development. This 
principle is inherent in the armies of all states. Bourgeois ideologists, 
however, make avery attempt to conceal the class nature of the imperialist 
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armies, because it is profoundly antipopular. We, on the other hand, 
openly proclaim the clase nature of our army, thereby stressing ites 
inseparable link with the people. 


V. I, Lenin and the Communiet Party created the new army as a weapon of 

the dictatorehip of the proletariat and for defending the interests of the 
working clase and the laboring peasantry. The “Declaration of the Rights 
of the Working and the Exploited People" directed that the workers be armed, 
that a socialiet Red Army of workers and peasants be created and that the 
propertied classes be totally disarmed in order to turn all power over to 
the working masses and to eliminate any possibility of restoration of the 
power of the exploiters. 


The party determinedly implemented the Leniniast principle of a class 
approach to the organizational development of the army. The army was 
formed exclusively of members of the proletariat and ite ally, the laboring 
peasantry. Nonworking elements were not accepted into military service. 
Kulake and other alien elementa were driven out of the army ranks. The 
clase principle was also applied in the selection, placement and indoctrine 
tion of military cadres. These were mainly of working-class extraction. 
This insured that the army would be revolutionary and have great fighting 
efficiency. 


The Communist Party regarded the class Limitations governing recruitment 
into the army as temporary, however. These restrictions were lifted with 
socialiem's victory in the USSR. It became the sacred duty of every 
citizen of the USSR to defend the socialist homeland. This means that 
the Soviet Army is an army of all the people. It did not lose its class 
substance even then, although the class orientation is now exclusively 
directed outward. 


When the discussion of the sociopolitical principles underlying the 
organizational development of the army and navy is completed, the main 
organizational principles should also be discussed. These principles 

stem from the specific nature of the Soviet Armed Forces as a military 
organism. The principle of organizing the Armed Forces on the basis of 
regular personnel is an extremely important one. V. I. Lenin regarded 
this as meaning that the functions of defending the conquests of the 
revolution could only be performed by a regular, well-equipped and rigidly 
disciplined army. The cadre principle is a law of Soviet military organi- 
zational develop:.ent in the face of the constant danger of an attack upon 
our nation or any other fraternal socialist nation on the part of the 
imperialist states with their powerful armed forces. 


Vv. |. Lenin and the Communist Party attached great importance to the 
establishment of solid military discipline in the army as a principle of 
military organizational development. Explaining the class substance of 
Soviet military discipline, V. I. Lenin pointed out that it is based on 
the political awareness of the fighting men and the commanders, upon their 
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devotion to the revolutionary duty of defending the homeland, and is one 
of the most important factors contributing to a high level of fighting 
effiectency in the army and navy. 


The importance of aware military discipline, organization and order have 
increased immeasurably today. This ie a result of the extremely complex 
nature of modern combat and of qualitative changes which have occurred in 
military affaire. Lt ie important today, as never before, for every 
serviceman flawlessly to fulfill hie military duties and to observe order, 
the rules established by law and military regulations. Reality has con- 
vinced ue that the slightest deviation from the requirements set forth in 
the oath and in regulations and the inetructions contained in documents 
governing the training and service can have serious consequences. Thie is 
why the fighting men must not only have a good understanding of their 
duties, the military oath and regulations and the rules governing the 
operation of the equipment and weapons entrusted to them, but must observe 
them precisely. 


it should then be pointed out that the principle of centraliem is the most 
important aspect of military organization as defined by V. I. Lenin. Thies 
principle calle for an organizational structure of the armed forces and their 
leadership, which provides common command from a single center and insures 
absolute subordination of lower elements to superior ones. All commanders, 
political workers, engineers and technicians are appointed by higher 

agencies of state power or by the superior command. Firm centralized 
leadership alone can provide coordinated, precise and flexible troop 

control and insure that maximum use is made of their combat capabilities. 


Sole command, an extremely important principle underlying the organizational 
deve lopment of the Armed Forces is inseparably linked with centraliem. The 
sole-command concept is a system of control whereby one person, the com 
mander (or chief), has the sole authority of command over the men under 
him. He bears full responsibility for the training, indoctrination and 
combat readiness of the personnel, for all aspects of the life and work of 
the military collective he heads--a subunit, unit or ship. 


Sole-command in the Soviet Armed Forces is developed and strengthened on 
the party basis. All the activities of the sole-commander are performed in 
accordance with CPSU policy and based on the guidelines provided by ite 
Central Committee. Party-political work and the efforts of commanders, 
policical organs, party and Komsomol organizations toward the ideological- 
political, military and moral indoctrination of the personnel are the main 
means of strengthening sole-command. 


As the presentation of the second topic is completed it is important to 
point out that Leninist principles underlying the organizational develop- 
ment of the new type of army have been repeatedly tested and confirmed by 
experience. They have assumed international acceptance. These principles 
constitute the basis of Soviet military organizational development and 
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reliably keep the army and navy at a high level of combat readiness to 
repel any act of aggression, wherever it might originate. The armies of 
nations making up the socialist commonwealth are built up and trained in 
complete accordance with Leniniat principles and with the fraternal parties 
performing the guiding and directing role. 


(In preparing for the clase on the second topic, it is recommended that the 
propagandist make use of the article by Colonel A. Babakov, candidate of 
historical sciences, “Leninist Principles Underlying the Organizational 
Development of the Soviet Armed Forces," published in teasue No 8 of the 
magazine KOOMUNIST VOORUZHENNYKH SIL for thie year.) 


3. The Basic Stages in the Organizational Development of the Soviet Armed 
Forces During the Civil War Years 


it should be pointed out at the beginning of the third topic that the 
principles worked out by V. |. Lenin for Soviet military organizational 
development became the basis for the practical work of the CPSU in creating 
the Soviet Armed Forces. Our party remembered the experience of the Paris 
Commune, which “fell only because it did not make adequate use of armed 
force at the proper time..." ("Poln. sobr. soch.,"” Vol 35, p 281). 


To organize a reliable defense for the state of workers and peasants, to 
beat off attacks by the class enemies and to strengthen and consolidate 
the conquests of the revolution--these were the priority tasks of the 
soviets. The old army had to be broken up and new armed forces--the army 
of the victorious proletariat--had to be created in order to accomplish 
these tasks. 


They had their origin in the Red Guard. It played a crucial role in the 
victory of the October Armed Uprising and in the repression of the first 
counterrevolutionary mutinies. Because of their small numbers, their low 
level of discipline and centralized leadership and their inadequate mili- 
tary training, however, the Red Guard detachments were not able to provide 
reliable protection for the young Soviet state against internal and 
external counterrevolution. 


Nor could this job be assigned to the old army, although it had 4 numeri- 
cal strength of around 8 million men in November of 1917. Driven to the 
point of despair by the three years of imperialist warfare, it had lost 

ite fighting ability. In addition, the majority of its officers and 
generals were hostile to Soviet power and went over to the camp of counter- 
revolution. The need to break up the old military machine was therefore 
apparent. 


This scrapping of the old army took place in an extremely difficult 
struggle. Thanks to daily leadership and assistance on the part of 
Vv. I. Lenin and the party's Central Committee, however, the Board of 
People's Commissars for Military and Naval Affaire managed within « short 
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period of time to gain control over the technical apparatue for controlling 
the air fleet of the former military and naval minietries and forced it to 
carry out the inetructione of the Soviet government. 


The party combined ite efforts to break up the old army with active 
preparations for the creation of a new army, 4 volunteer army made up 

of membere of the working masses. This preparatory stage in the organi- 
zational development of the Soviet Armed Forces was completed in January 
of 1918. On 15 (28) January the Soviet of People's Commissare ratified 
Lenin's Decree on the Creation of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army, 
and somewhat later, on 29 January (11 February), the Decree on Organizing 
the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Navy. 


On 18 February 1918 the German command, in violation of the truce concluded 
with Soviet Russia, gave the order for an offensive along the entire 
Russian-German front. The Soviet Nation was faced with mortal danger. 

On 21 February the Soviet of People's Commissars went before the people 
with an appeal written by V. I. Lenin: “The Socialist Homeland Ie In 
Danger"! The appeal proclaimed it to be the sacred duty of the workers 
and peasants selflessly to defend the Soviet Republic against the hordes 
of imperialist Germany. 


The appeal by the Communist Party and the Soviet government was greeted by 
the working masses with a profound understanding of the difficulty of the 
moment. Tens of thousands of volunteers expressed a desire to join the 

Red Army. The hastily formed unite moved out to meet the advancing German 
troops and offered heroic resistance. “The week of 18 to 24 February 19186," 
Vv. I. Lenin wrote, “will go down as one of the greatest turning points in 
the history of Russia--in international history--in the history of 
revolution" ("“Poln. sobr. soch.," Vol 35, p 393). 


The fact should then be stressed that the volunteer period in the organi- 
zational development of the Red Army continued until the summer of 1918 

lt was an essential transitionary form of military organizational deve lop- 
ment. Because of it the party managed to shape up considerable forces and 
send them to the Soviet and foreign fronts and to create the proletarian 
nucleus of the Red Army. 


In the summer of 1918 imperialists of the Entente initiated open interven- 
tion against the young Soviet state. V. I. Lenin pointed out that whether 
or not we want it, the question is this: We are at war and the state of 
the revolution will be determined by the outcome of that war (see “Poln. 
sobr. soch.,"” Vol 37, p 15). The Communist Party called upon the people 
for a patriotic war against the interventionists and White Guards. 


The volunteer Red Army did not meet the needs of the new situation. As a 
result, the Communist Party set out to build a regular, mass army on the 
basis of universal military duty. On 29 May 1918 mandatory military 
service was introduced in the nation for workers and laboring peasants by 
decree of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee. 
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The fifth All-Ruselan Congress of Soviets was exceptionally important with 

respect to the creation of a regular army. The congress ratified the 

decree passed by the All-Ruselan Central Executive Committee on the intro= 
duction of military duty and included this principle in the Constitution 
of the RSFSR, 


The Communist Party involved the broad masses of workers in the organi-~ 
zational development of the Red Army, conscripting them into the ranks of 
the homeland's armed defenders. The intense organizational and political 
work conducted by the Leninist party among the masses produced brilliant 
results. The army rapidly grew in number and had a strength of around 

L million men by the end of 1918. A common recruitmert system was estab- 
lished. Steps were taken to combine the numerous unite and detachments 
into unite and formations conforming to the table of organization. The 
training of Red Army reserves was launched within the Veevobuch [universal 
primary education] system. 


The organization of a regular army required the mass training of prole- 
tarian military cadres. Officer schools and accelerated-training courses 
were started on an emergency basis. By January of 1919 more than 13,000 
people were undergoing training in 63 officer schools and courses. Middle- 
level commanders were trained there. The army also needed specialists with 
advanced training, however. The party saw to the creation of military 
academies. 


It would be difficult to overestimate the role played by the party-polifical 
work conducted among the troops in the organizational development of the 
regular army. The party did everything possible to expand and increase its 
political influence upon the Red Army men, to strengthen ties with the 
rank-and-file communists and to enhance their avant-garde role in the 
accomplishment of combat tasks. The communists and commissars were the 
force which cemented the ranks of the fighting men and led them to defeat 
the enemy. 


And so the solid foundation of a regular army was created through the self- 
less efforts of the Communist Party led by V. I. Lenin, under the incredfiiy 
difficult conditions of intervention and civil war. Strengthened numeri- 
cally and with combat experience behind it, it intensified its strikes 


against the enemy. 


The eighth party copgress held in March of 1919 played an enormous role in 
the struggle to perfect the organizational development of the regular army 
and to strengthen it politically and organizationally and build up its 
materials and equipment base. The congress worked out and included in its 
Program and decisions precise principles pertaining to all the basic 
issues of military policy. The Armed Forces were further strengthened on 
the basis of these decisions. 
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The party invested an enormous effort into the development of military 
production and the mobilization of industry and transport to meet defense 
needs. Nor did it weaken ite effort to build up the numerical strength 
of the Red Army. There were six mobilizacions in 1919 alone. The army 
grew by almost 1.5 million men as a result. 


Fulfilling decisions coming out of the eighth congress, the party stepped 
up the training of military cadres. The system of military training 
inetitutions was expanded considerably. There were 107 military schools 
and course by September of 1919. The old military specialists were incres- 
ingly being drawn into the organizational development of the army. 


A number of steps were taken to set up centralized direction of party- 
political work among the troops. Political organs were created to conduct 
this work in the army and navy, and the party organizations honorably 
fulfilled the tasks assigned them by the party. The mass, regular Armed 
Forces of the young Soviet Republic were created with their active partici- 
pation, and the combined detachments of internal counterrevolutionaries 

and foreign interventioniste were thoroughly defeated. 


As the presentation of the third topic is concluded the fact should be 
stressed that in the final analysis it was the measures carried out by the 
Communist Party which created the decisive circumstances for the victorious 
termination of the civil war. In the difficult military trials the Soviet 
Armed Forces demonstrated magnificent combat qualities, good discipline 

and organization and mass heroism in the fighting. 


The subject should be concluded by pointing out that the birth of the 
Soviet Army and Navy and their heroic history are inseparably linked with 
the name V. I. Lenin. Thanks to his tireless efforts our Armed Forces 
passed the extremely difficult tests with honor. The decree passed by 
the CPSU Central Committee "On the 110th Anniversary of the Birth of 
Viadimir Ll'ich Lenin,” states that by following the path laid out by 
Lenin the Soviet people defended the conquests of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution in the battle against intemal counterrevolution and 
intervention. 


The civil war in the USSR was the first patriotic war fought in defense of 
the conquests of Great October. Under the leadership of the party headed 
by V. I. Lenin the Soviet people and their Red Army accomplished miracles 
of heroism and selflessness, demonstrated great ideological conviction and 
infinite devotion to the ideals of socialism, and utterly defeated the 
combined forces of internal counterrevolution and foreign intervention. 


The Great Patriotic War faced our homeland with an even more severe test. 
Loyal to the Leninist doctrine on defending the socialist homeland, the 
Communist Party roused the Soviet people for a national struggle against 
fascism, inspired them to perform great feats and united and directed the 
efforts of the front and the rear toward the achievement of a common goal, 
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that of defeating the enemy. The victory, of worldwide historical impor- 
tance, achieved by the Soviet people and their valorous Armed Forces in the 
Great Patriotic War, the 35th anniversary of which was recently commemo- 
rated broadly and triumphantly by our nation, by the fraternal states in 
the socialist commonwealth and by progressive mankind, still serves as an 
awesome warning to al) of those fond of military adventures, The outcome 
of the war and the lessons learned from it graphically confirm the indis- 
putable fact that any enemy bold enough to encroach upon the USSR or anyone 
of the fraternal socialist nations will be defeated without fail, that the 
forces of peace, democracy and socialism are invincible. At the same time, 
they demand that we be vigilant, since the aggressive nature of imperialism 
has uot changed. Imperialism has not rejected its attempts to renew and 
win ite historical conflict with socialiem by armed means. The escala- 
tion of military preparations intensively underway in the United States 

and other NATO nations poses a special threat to the fate of all mankind. 
The position taken by China's extremist leadership coincides precisely 
with reactionary imperialist policy. “The partnership between imperialism 
and Beijing hegemonism,"” the 23 June 1980 resolution of the Plenum of the 
CPSU Central Committee, “On the International Situation and the Foreign 
Policy of the Soviet Union," “represents a dangerous new development in 
world policy, dangerous for all mankind, including the American and Chinese 


peoples." 





In this situation the Communist Party and the Soviet government are taking 
all steps necessary to improve the combat readiness of the Soviet Armed 
Forces and to strengthen our homeland's defense capability. "All our past 
experience and the developing international situation, especially recent 
events," Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has stated, “demand that we keep our powder 
dry, be steadfast and persistent in defending the cause of peace, and 
remember our historical responsibility for the fate of the homeland and 
that of all mankind." 


The more than 62 years of our state's glorious history has graphically 
demonstrated the correctness and validity of Lenin's instructions for 
defending the conquests of the revolution. The party has taught the 
workers to guard and protect the cause of socialism according to Lenin's 
instructions. V. I. Lenin's ideals live and conquer in our people's 
struggle for the triumph of communism. They are embodied in our homeland's 
reliable defense capability and in the fighting power of the Soviet Armed 
Forces and the armies of nations making up the socialist commonwealth. 


jae Soviet people and their Armed Forces are preparing a worthy reception 
for the 26th Congress of the Communist Party, which will open on 

23 February 1981. The forthcoming congress will be a new and extremely 
important landmark in the history of our homeland, defining the strategy 
and tactics to be used in the struggle at the new stage in the building 
of communism. 
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Deeply aware of their sacred duty to defend the socialist homeland, Soviet 
fighting wen are persistently mastering the knowledge and skills required 
to defeat a powerful, technically-equipped and treacherous enemy, thor- 
oughly improving their combat training and military skills and vigilantly 
guarding the great conquests of socialism, 


In their hours of independent work the fighting men must study V. I. Lenin's 
works "The Military Program of Proletarian Revolution" ("Poln. sobr. soch,." 
Vol 30, pp 133-135) and "A Difficult But Necessary Lesson" ("Poln. sobr. 
soch.," Vol 35, pp 393-397); the Constitution of the USSR (Chapter 5); 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev's "The Report of the CPSU Central Committee and 
Current Party Tasks in the Area of Domestic and Foreign Policy" (Materialy 
XXV s"yezda KPSS [Materials of the 25th CPSU Congress], pp 22-24, 75-76, 
83); the decree passed by the CPSU Central Committee "On the 110th 
Anniversary of the Birth of Vladimir Il‘ich Lenin"; materials from the 

June 1980 Plenum of the CPSU Central Committee (PRAVDA, 24 June 1980); and 
Chapter 3 of the training aid for political classes, "V, I. Lenin o 
zashchite soteialisticheskogo Otechestva" [V. I. Lenin on the Defense of 
the Socialist Homeland) (Voyenizdat, 1977). 


It is beneficial to cover the following topics in the seminar: 1. V. I. 
Lenin and the CPSU on the nature and the designation of the Soviet Armed 
Forces; 2. The basic characteristics of the Red Army; 3. V. I. Lenin's 
development of the principles underlying the organizational development 
of the Soviet Army; 4. CPSU leadership--the very foundation of Soviet 
military organizational development; 5. The organizational development 
of the Soviet Armed Forces during the civil war years; 6. The tasks of 
the personnel of the unit, subunit and ship to increase combat readiness. 
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